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Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia  
Queensland Branch 

(Brisbane North) Incorporated  
ABN: 75 651 700 258 

 

****** OCTOBER 2018 *******  
 
 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

 
Hello everyone – Welcome to the OCTOBER edition of the Phuoc Tuy Times . 
 
Remember, if you would like to contribute to your newsletter with any articles, newsy items, had an enjoyable 
holiday, seen something funny or unique, etc please email them to me in WORD format to – 
kerry.thorne@bigpond.com Attention to the Editor. Alternatively, you could place articles in an envelope 
marked to the Editor and leave in the office at Black Duck Cottage.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Cut-off date for insertions for the newsletter is the third SUNDAY of each month (after the 
monthly meeting). 
 
Regards, Jan 
 

BRISBANE NORTH - EXECUTIVE CONTACTS 

  
Position Name Contact 

President Vacant  

Senior Vice President Angus Fraser 3264 1797 

Secretary Robyn Sutherland 5498 5973 

Treasurer Gordon Johnson 0414 647 600 

Editor Jan Thorne 0439 798 889 

  
Black Duck Cottage is open at 9.00 am until 11.00 am every 
Wednesday. Snacks and raffles are also available.  
 
Address is: 3 Ogg Road, MURRUMBA DOWNS QLD 4503 - Telephone: (07) 3886 5411. Monthly meetings 
are held on the third SUNDAY of each month at 10.00 am. Please come along and support your local sub 
branch. These meetings are held at Black Duck Cottage which is the Sub Branch Drop In Centre where all 
Veterans are welcome!  
 
Calendar reminder for next scheduled meeting is SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2018 at 10.00 am  
 

MONTHLY PUZZLE 

 
If you had 100 coins in your wallet, what is the minimum number of coins that would be required in order to 
make sure each coin touched exactly three other coins???????      
            Answer on the last page …. 
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LIKE YOUR WHISKY??? 

 
Rolls Royce' of whiskies fetches $1.5m 
 
One of the world's most sought-after whiskies, a 60-year-old The Macallan 
Valerio Adami 1926, has been auctioned for a record £848,750 ($1.5 million). 
The buyer was a private collector from Asia who bid by phone, auctioneer 
Bonhams said.  
 
The UK firm sold one of 12 other bottles with a label by the Italian artist Adami in 
May this year for $1.48 million. 
 
Such whiskies are collectors' items because of their rarity and will probably not 
actually be drunk, said Martin Green, whisky specialist at the auctioneer. "It's the 
Rolls Royce of malts," he said. "Obviously we don't know what will happen to it, 
but anyone who can spend around a million pounds for a bottle of whisky could 
afford to drink it. But it's an object of beauty in its own right, almost a museum 
piece." 
 
Just 24 bottles of the whisky, bottled in 1986, were produced by Macallan, 
among the best-known Speyside distillers of Scotland's flagship product.  
 
It commissioned Adami and Peter Blake, 
known for co-designing the album sleeve for 
The Beatles' Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 
Band, to each design labels for 12 bottles. It is 
not known how many of Adami's still exist. One 
is said to have been destroyed in an 
earthquake in Japan in 2011, and it is believed 
that at least one of them has been opened and 
drunk. 

 Monthly Payment Option  

 Pensioner Discount 

 Obligation Free Quotes  

Email: general@pmainsurance.com.au 

FREECALL     1800 355 591 
Geoffrey Boyle & Jeremy Boyle 

mailto:general@pmainsurance.com.au
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THE HUB MEDICAL CENTRE & HUNTLEY HOME CARE 

YOUR COMPLETE “ONE STOP HEALTH SHOP” 

 
Principal Doctor, Ray Huntley (pictured) and his dedicated team 

of 7 doctors are committed to the very best patient outcomes at all times. 

Whether your condition is acute or chronic, one of our experienced 

medical team or Allied Health Service Professionals can help. 

THE SERVICES LISTED HERE ARE AVAILABLE TO DVA GOLD CARD HOLDERS 

Podiatrist      Physiotherapist      Dietician      Hearing Services 

Diabetes Educator    Exercise Physiotherapist     

MEDICALLY SUPERVISED REHABILITATION GYMNASIUM 

ASK US ABOUT OUR NEWEST ADDITION HUNTLEY HOME CARE! 

We are delighted to offer our patients transport to and from The Hub. 

THE HUB MEDICAL CENTRE, Corner Buckley & Uhlmann Roads 

Burpengary Qld 4505.  Phones: 5433 1500 or 1300 THE HUB 

Website: www.thehubmedicalcentre.net.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 

 
TO ALL THOSE 

WHO ARE HAVING 
A BIRTHDAY IN 

NOVEMBER 

Life’s tragedy is that we get old TOO SOON and wise TOO LATE !!!!!! 

http://www.thehubmedicalcentre.net.au/
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INTERESTED TO BUY A HOUSE FOR $40k ??? 

 
The Australian town where you can buy a house for $40k ……….. 
 
While first home buyers struggle to clamber onto the property ladder in our 
biggest cities due to extortionate market prices, there are parts of Australia 
that might interest those pushed to their financial limits. 
 
For those willing give up the glitz and glamour of state capitals such as 
Sydney and Melbourne, where the average house price is $850,000 and 
$650,000 respectively, heading inland can save prospective buyers over half a 
million dollars. While the cheapest properties at the bottom of the market leave 
a lot to be desired, experts suggest they will make for a sound investment 
either short or long term. 
 
And one of the cheapest towns of the lot 
appears to be NSW’s isolated town of 
Broken Hill, 1000km west of Sydney and 
450km northeast of Adelaide. Multiple 
properties have sold for $40,000 and has 
granted those living in larger cities fool-
proof access onto the market, 
news.com.au reports. “It’s a house so 
cheap it sells itself.  
 
One of the main reasons property prices are so low is the cheap cost of land 
in the area. However there are more obvious factors which drive the prices 
down and keeps the average house price around the $100,000 mark. Limited 
transport, a lack of major retail chains and its sheer remoteness – Broken Hill 

is a town surrounded by desert – all play their factor in keeping the market 
cheap. For those willing to tackle one of the many homes around the $50,000 
mark due to their outdated interiors and minimal amenities, the town’s 
premium properties are substantially less than the cheapest in the big cities. 
One quaint property listed on Domain boasts four bedrooms, extensive well 
kept grounds and a pool for just $420,000. 
 
But rural living isn’t for everyone and local real estate agent told news.com.au 
becoming a landlord in the area was just as profitable. “If you were to 
purchase a property here, your mortgage repayments would be less than 
your rent — it’s the Australian dream,” he said. The rental market is strong 
due to the mining industry and the workers it constantly brings to the area. 
Clients who’ve bought two or three little houses, rented them out for five or 
six years, paid it off and then sold them, that’s their deposit for a house in 
Sydney, Melbourne or Canberra. 
 

HANDY HINTS 

 
Flowers: Cutting an inch off the bottom of the stems and placing into 
water within 13 seconds (prevents inhalation of air) and adding a little 
bleach in the water will keep your flowers longer, because the water 
is cleaner. Change water regularly. 
Cockroaches: To repel, mix equal parts of borax and sugar and place where 
cockroaches frequent, e.g. under fridge and dishwashers. 
Moths: Repel pantry moths by keeping an open packet of Epsom salts on the 
shelf. 
Oven: Reduce the unpleasant smell left from oven cleaners by baking some 

citrus peelings on a low heat. 
Bandaids: Removing is easy if you soak a piece of cotton wool in baby oil and rub over the tape. 
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Members from Pine Rivers RSL enjoying a bus trip to the Museum. 

 

MILITARY MUSEUM 

 
This Military Museum (The museum of the New Guinea and 
Papua New Guinea Volunteer Rifles Ex-Members) provides a 
wonderful tribute to Australia's shared history with PNG. It 
contains an outstanding collection focussing on the Papua New 
Guinea campaigns of WWII, the PNGVR 1959-1974, and the PIR.  
 
The collection attracts many regular visitors, including school 
groups, community groups, researchers and the general public. 
Its strength is in maintaining interesting and relevant displays of 
artefacts, records and memorabilia. 

 

When the Wacol Army Barracks was sold, the Department of Defence set aside 1.5 hectares of land and five 
historic buildings for the National Servicemen's Association of Australia (QLD branch) or NSAAQ.  
 
In late 2005 the Association (New Guinea and Papua New Guinea 
Volunteer Rifles Ex-Members) was advised of its successful bid 
for one of the buildings to be used as a museum. 
 

The New Guinea Volunteer Rifles (NGVR) had the distinction of 
being the only Australian army militia unit raised, mobilised, fought 
and disbanded overseas in the Mandated Territory of New Guinea 
between 1939 and 1943. Raised on 4 September 1939, the 
NGVR's headquarters were originally in Rabaul with sub-units 
located at Wau, Salamaua, Lae and Madang. Fit men between the 
ages of 18 and 50 were accepted.  
 

The Papua New Guinea Volunteer Rifles (PNGVR) was 
activated on 17 March 1951, mostly with Australians who had 
served in WWII. The role of the PNGVR was to maintain sub-units 
capable of providing information and advice on topography, local 
customs and personalities, guides and interpreters, and 
assistance in the organisation and training of indigenous and 
irregular forces, if required. By the end of 1951, there were 
detachments at Port Moresby, Lae and Rabaul. Eventually other 
detachments were raised in Wau, Samarai, Madang, Wewak, 
Goroka, Mt Hagen, Banz, Kainantu and Kavieng. A platoon was 
raised in April 1970 at the University of Papua New Guinea. Sec. 
Lt Pascal Idok of the UPNG platoon became the first Papua New Guinean to be commissioned in PNGVR in 
July 1971. 

 

Further information can be obtained on the 
website: www.pngvr.weebly.com or mobile 0424 
562 030. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.pngvr.weebly.com/
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WW1 RESCUE DOGS 

 
Dogs were trained to locate wounded soldiers on the battlefield and 
bark to attract the attention of medics. 
 
Several foreign Red Cross societies employed dogs that greatly 
aided the Allied forces during World War One. 
 
A number of these dogs were attached to ambulance units and aided 
their handlers in the search for wounded soldiers. The Red Cross 
dogs were trained to seek out a wounded soldier and get as close as 
possible so the soldier could access the dogs’ saddle bags, which 
contained first aid supplies and rations. Instead of barking and 
alerting the enemy, the dogs were trained to bring back something 
belonging to the soldier. 
 
The retrieval method was eventually replaced when it became 
apparent that the dogs would occasionally rip off a bandage in their 
eagerness to return with something from the wounded soldier. Some 
Red Cross societies trained the dogs to return to their handler with an 
attached leash in their mouth to signify the discovery of a wounded 
soldier.  

 
Red Cross dogs did more than just locate wounded soldiers, they 
provided messenger and delivery services, often times carrying 25 to 30 
pound packs of ammunition and rations through dangerous territory. 
These dogs also acted as scouts and guarded strategic posts, such as 
weapons factories.  
 
Following World War II, The American Red Cross began using therapy 
dogs with convalescing service members in the Army Air Force 
Convalescent Center in Pawling, New York. Many of the dogs were even 
acquired as pets for the recovering soldiers. The American Red Cross still 
uses therapy dogs today. These dogs and their owners volunteer in 
shelters and nursing homes across the country and in hospitals around 
the world. American Red Cross dogs afford moments of joy in the wake of 
disasters and provide hope to those recovering from illness or injury. 
 

 

50 YEARS RSL MEMBER 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!  
 
Brisbane North VVAA Senior Vice President – Gus 
Fraser was recently presented with his certificate for 50 
years Membership of the RSL League. 
 
 
The criterion for the 50 
Year Membership 
Certificate is that the 
nominee has been a 
Service Member or a Life 
Member for at least 50 
cumulative years. 
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SINKING OF THE MV MONTEVIDEO MARU - 1942 

 
The 7,266 ton, twin-screw diesel motor vessel, the 
MV Montevideo Maru, was a Japanese passenger 
vessel constructed in Nagasaki in 1926.  
 
During the Second World War the Montevideo Maru 
was used by the Imperial Japanese Navy as an 
auxiliary vessel transporting troops and provisions 
throughout South East Asia. After operating in the 
Japanese islands, the Montevideo Maru returned to 
Java before sailing for New Britain. 

 
Early in the morning of 22 June 1942, members of the Australian 2/22nd Battalion, No.1 Independent 
Company, and civilian prisoners captured in New Britain were ordered to board the vessel. For the march to 
the waterfront, Japanese guards divided the prisoners into groups of approximately fifty men. Only the officers 
and a small number of civilians were left in the Malaguna Road camp. The Montevideo Maru sailed unescorted 
for Hainan Island, keeping to the east of the Philippines in an effort to avoid Allied submarines. 
 
Eight days into the voyage, the Montevideo Maru was spotted by the American submarine USS Sturgeon. For 
approximately four hours the Sturgeon manoeuvred into a position to fire its four stern torpedoes. The USS 
Sturgeon’s log records an impact at 2.29 am, approximately 100 feet (30 metres) aft of the funnel. Survivors 
from the Montevideo Maru’s Japanese crew reported two torpedoes striking the vessel followed by an 
explosion in the oil tank in the aft hold. 
 
According to both the Sturgeon’s log and the Japanese survivors, the Montevideo Maru sank by the stern in as 
little as eleven minutes from the torpedo impact. Although the Japanese crew were ordered to abandon ship, it 
does not appear they made any attempt to assist the prisoners to do likewise. The ship’s lifeboats were 
launched but all capsized and one suffered severe damage. Of the 88 Japanese guards and crew, only 17 
survived the sinking and subsequent march through the Philippine jungle. While the exact number and identity 
of the more than 1,000 men aboard the Montevideo Maru has never been confirmed, Japanese and Australian 
sources suggest an estimated 845 military personnel and up to 208 civilians lost their lives in the tragedy. 
 
Considerable efforts were made by both the International Red Cross and the Australian government to seek 
details of the Montevideo Maru’s passengers from the Japanese authorities.  

 
Despite evidence that the Japanese navy 
forwarded information about the loss of the vessel 
to Japan’s Prisoner of War Information Bureau as 
early as January 1943, Australian authorities were 
not provided with a list of casualties until October 
1945, when Major H.S. Williams of the Recovered 
Personnel Division in Tokyo began investigations 
into the loss of Montevideo Maru.  
 
NOTE: The sinking of the Montevideo Maru in the 
Second World War is the greatest single maritime 
loss of life in Australia's history — a fact not 
honoured and little known. 
 

******************* 
 
The Montevideo Maru Memorial at the War Museum Canberra after being dedicated. After it had been dedicated a 
rainbow appeared over the site as if to give a message from those who lost their lives over 70 years ago to say thank you. 
 

https://www.awm.gov.au 
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VVAA BRISBANE NORTH UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS 

 

THURSDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2018 
Brisbane City Lights 

 
     
Depart Black Duck at 5.00 pm – Dinner at Breakfast Creek Hotel 
Coach to Teneriffe Ferry Terminal for a trip to Regatta Ferry Terminal.  

Board the Bus to Mt Cootha to view City Lights, then home – Members $35/Others $55pp 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2018 
Eumundi Markets 

 
Bus departs Black Duck at 8.00 am 

 
 

SATURDAY 1 DECEMBER 2018 
Xmas Lunch 

 
Norths Leagues & Services Club 

Buffet - 11.30 for 12 midday 
 

 
All members are welcome, so if you would like to join in on the fun (place your name on the forms 

located on the noticeboard at Black Duck) or you require further information contact  
Kay Barrett 3886 2374 / 0417 767 525 or Audelle Latemore 3285 4201 / 0427 203 063. 

 

RUDD’S PUB 

 
This interesting trip was organised by the Brisbane North VVAA Social Committee who would like to thank all 
members who supported the day – a great time was had by all taking in all the highlights e.g. the typical old 
country pub namely Rudd’s Pub at Nobby and the impressive Sister Kenny Memorial. 
 
First stop was the Apex Park at Gatton for a cup of tea and biscuits – the weather was a bit chilly so the warm 
cuppa was welcoming! This was followed by a stop at the Steele Rudd Park before arriving at Nobby to Rudd’s 
Pub for a delicious lunch also after exploring the impressive Sister Kenny Memorial Museum. 
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LAST SAY …………. 
 

A strong friendship doesn’t need daily conversation; doesn’t always need togetherness, 
 As long as the relationship lives in the heart, true friends will never part. 

 

Answer to Puzzle:  Three placed flat on the table in a triangle (touching each other)  

and put the fourth one on top of them in the middle!!!! 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 
The information contained within this newsletter is from magazines, newspapers and government departments and is published as information to 
members, veterans and readers. The Editor and the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia, Brisbane North branch accepts no responsibility for 
misquotes or other errors which are attributable to other sources.  At the time of publication, all information was deemed to be correct. The Editor of the 
Phuoc Tuy Times invites readers and members to submit articles for publication in this newsletter. All articles must include the writer’s name and 
address, and will be considered by the Editor as being suitable for publication. 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!! to one of VVAA Brisbane North members – Phil 
Glenwright and Maria Ireland who were married on Saturday 20 October 2018. 
May your life be filled with fun, love, joy and laughter!! 


