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NATIONAL PRESIDENTS REPORT
January is usually a quieter month in the ex‐service community and this gives us me to
consolidate the past years ac vi es and prepare for a new year of ac vi es.
Primary ac vity for me in January has been nego a ng and ﬁnalising the associa ons
insurances, in par cular the public liability and volunteer insurance covers, this then
leads to branches and sub branches iden fying their individual insurance needs.
This year we have improved the system of reques ng insurance cer ﬁcates of currency
for speciﬁc events, again par cularly in the area of public liability, a few teething prob‐
lems but seems to be se ling into a pa ern, we are always open so construc ve cri cism
and thoughts.
One of the strengths of the V.V.A.A. is the detailed administra ve policies set by the Na‐
onal Council over a number of years, these policies are regularly reviewed and amend‐
ed as circumstances change, they are binding ﬁrstly on the Na onal Execu ve but apply
at all levels for the good governance and reputa on of the associa on, later in this edi‐
on is an example of a policy that I believe is under u lised.
As I look at the calendar for the next couple of months I see the ac vity level rising, a key
ac vity is the planning and implementa on of the Na onal Council in May followed by
the 50th anniversary of the Ba les of Fire Support Bases Coral and Balmoral, I am sure
the commemora on will bring back many memories for members, not only those in‐
volved but as a trigger to their own experiences.
At mes like this we need to take extra eﬀort to look a er ourselves and our mates, none
of us need be alone.
Remember that Debrief is your magazine, it is always open to ar cles, histories and in‐
forma on about what is happening in your areas, State branches in par cular always
have the op on to promote their ac vi es on a na onal forum.
Un l next me.
Ken Foster OAM JP
Na onal President

Cover picture: TET Oﬀensive 1968.
Civilians sort through the ruins of their homes in Cholon, the heavily damaged Chinese sec on of Saigon.
DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is
intended to be advice on any particular matter. NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DEBRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular
circumstances. The V.V.A.A. the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the
contents of DEBRIEF.
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V.V.A.A. INTERACTION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
ESO Round Table (ESORT)

Overview
This forum is intended to enhance the capacity of the Repatria on Commission and
Military Rehabilita on and Compensa on Commission. This forum aims to address is‐
sues of strategic importance to the ex‐service and defence communi es and assist in
se ng direc ons for the medium to long term. Speciﬁc responsibili es include:
ac ng as the main forum for dialogue between the Military Rehabilita on Compensa‐
on Commission (MRCC), Repatria on Commission, Department of Veterans’ Aﬀairs
and the leadership of the ESO and Defence communi es
providing advice on how government can be er facilitate a common approach to vet‐
eran and ex‐service issues against the current background of ageing members, declin‐
ing membership and mul ple ex‐service organisa ons not necessarily united in their
common concerns
guiding strategic direc ons for the por olio; and
serving as the main body for consulta on under the Legisla ve Instruments Act 2003
on the development of legisla ve instruments impac ng members of the ex service
and Defence communi es under:
The Veterans’ En tlements Act 1986
Military Rehabilita on and Compensa on Act 2004
Safety, Rehabilita on and Compensa on (Defence Related Claims) Act 1988
Defence Service Homes Act 1918
War Graves Act 1980.
Editors note; The V.V.A.A. is represented on the ESORT by the V.V.A.A. Na onal President, before each mee ng V.V.A.A. State branches are invited to put ques ons to the
department through this forum, alterna vely ma ers of concern can be raised at any
me for submission to the ESORT agenda at the next submission date, for a copy of the
submission proforma contact your state branch secretary.
A summary of the November 2017 mee ng is included in this edi on of Debrief.
If you would prefer to have this publica on emailed directly to you please forward
your email address to the Na onal Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au.
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Department of Veterans’ Aﬀairs
Ex‐Service Organisa on Round Table
Summary of Mee ng – 10 November 2017

The Ex‐Service Organisa on Round Table (ESORT) met for the 38th me in Canberra on 10 November 2017.

The Chair welcomed Heather Evans and Maree Sirois, from the Partners of Veterans and Defence Fami‐
lies Australia respec vely, to their ﬁrst mee ng as a new members of the ESORT. A minutes silence was
observed to mark the passing of AVM Brent Espland, Na onal President of the Royal Australian Air Force
Associa on (RAAFA).
Members were addressed by the Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs, the Hon Dan Tehan MP.
The Minister began by highligh ng his August 2017 ministerial statement regarding veterans and
thanked members of the Alliance of Defence Service Organisa ons (ADSO) for their ini al response to
his challenge for the Ex‐Service Organisa on community to speak with one voice. He advised that an‐
other ministerial statement would occur in 12 months and he would look forward to upda ng Parlia‐
ment on the progress of the ex‐service community in this regard. The Minister raised ini a ves coming
from the government’s response to the Senate inquiry, The Constant Ba le: Suicide by Veterans and
topics discussed during the recent Veterans Ministers’ Roundtable, including transi on, housing, aged
care and the need for greater sharing of data across states and territories.
The Minister concluded his remarks by acknowledging the work of re ring ESORT members Narelle
Bromhead of Partners of Veterans and Tony Relph of Legacy. He commented on the professional man‐
ner in which both had engaged with him and the tenacious manner in which they advocated on behalf
of all veterans and their families.
Rehabilita on & Support Update
Members were provided with a presenta on regarding DVA’s Rehabilita on Success Stories series. The
series intends to publicise stories about veterans who have experienced successful rehabilita on out‐
comes following their par cipa on in a DVA rehabilita on plan. Members were provided with updates
regarding the Prime Minister’s Veterans Employment Program and informa on on how the Australian
Government is streamlining grant administra on by transi oning to an on‐line Community Grants Hub
from early 2018.
Health & Community Services Update
Members received updates rela ng to the Non‐Generic Medica on Price Increase; Trial of Assistance
Dogs for Veterans with Pos rauma c Stress Disorder; Dental and Allied Health Review; Transi on and
Wellbeing Research Programme; and Veterans‘ Home Care Tender.
Legisla on Update
A summary was provided of ac vi es during a DVA legisla on workshop, held the day before ESORT.
Members acknowledged and agreed the workshop had been a success with DVA commi ng to hold a
follow up event. Members were provided with informa on regarding improvements to DVA webpages.
The improvements are designed to assist the public in naviga ng recent and proposed changes to DVA
related legisla on.
con nued
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ESORT Summary of Mee ng, con nued.
Transforma on
Members were updated on the Department’s Transforma on ini a ves, including the success of the
new MyService, which now has had over 539 clients registered. When pursuing Veteran Centric Re‐
form, the importance of con nuing co‐design was emphasised with a pilot program using a Special Air
Service cohort highlighted.
Client & Commemora ons
Members were updated on Domes c and Interna onal commemora ons that the Department will be
delivering in 2018, including:
•

The 75th Anniversary of the Ba le of the Atlan c

•

25th Anniversary of the arrival of 1RAR task group in Somalia

•

50th Anniversary of the Ba les of Fire Support Coral and Balmoral.

Member Submissions
Presenta ons were received from the War Widows’ Guild of Australia, Partners of Veterans Associa‐
on of Australia, Royal Australian Regiment Corpora on, and Vietnam Veterans Associa on of Austral‐
ia on the following topics were discussed by members:
•
Aged Care Fees;
•
GST Exemp ons for Cars;
•
The Defence Home Ownership Assistance Scheme;
•
Mental Health Care;
•
The Men’s Health Peer Educa on Program; and
•
The American ‘GI Bill’.
The next mee ng of the ESORT will be held in Canberra on Friday 9 March 2018.

Debrief Editors note; for more details on any subject above contact your sub branch secretary.

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) and Veterans Line
24 hours a day across Australia for crisis support and free and conﬁden al counselling.
Phone 1800 011 046.
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Senate Report, The Constant Battle: Suicide by Veterans,
Scoping Study to Professionalise Veterans’ Advocacy
This scoping study is part of a response to Recommenda on 23 from the Senate Report,
The Constant Ba le: Suicide by Veterans, released 15 August 2017, with the aim of re‐
ducing veteran suicide. The study will evaluate professional advocacy models opera ng
across Government in Australia and overseas to determine the model appropriate for
the Australian veteran community.
What models will be studied?
The study will evaluate the following op ons:
 the Canadian Government’s paid advocacy model;
 diﬀerent partnerships models with the Australian ex‐service organisa on (ESO) com‐

munity; and


models used by the Australian Government for other groups.

The ESO community will be able to contribute to this scoping study through consulta‐
ons. Evalua ons of the diﬀerent models will be shared and discussed with the ESO
community prior to a ﬁnal decision being made by Government.
Why is this important?
Recommenda on 23 of the Senate Report iden ﬁed that the current advocacy model
for assis ng veterans to access compensa on en tlements is dependent on an ageing
volunteer workforce, and that ESOs are having diﬃculty a rac ng younger veterans to
become advocates to replace them.
Who will bene it?
Veterans and ESOs will beneﬁt from this measure as they will be able to contribute,
through consulta on, to the design of a professional advocacy model for Australian vet‐
erans. They will have a role in shaping this service to be of most beneﬁt to current and
future veterans.
How much will this cost?
This measure will provide funding of $1.7 million over one year.

YOUR ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN DEBRIEF
States and sub branches are encouraged to contribute reports on their activities,
particularly an opportunity to let others know what is happening in your area.
Email text in Word or photos in JPG to the editor at www.debrief@vvaa.org.au
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Advocacy services directory
Looking for someone to help you with accessing DVA beneﬁts and services? An
online directory of organisa ons that oﬀer accredited military advocacy services is
now available on the Advocacy Training and Development Program (ATDP) website.

Military advocates provide assistance and advice to current and former members of
the Australian Defence Force and their families. Military compensa on advocates
provide guidance and assistance with submi ng claims to DVA for pensions, com‐
pensa on and rehabilita on. Military welfare advocates help clients to access the en‐
tlements, beneﬁts and support available from DVA, other government agencies and
community‐based service providers.

The Advocacy Training and Development Program (ATDP) provides accredita on for
qualiﬁed military advocates who have professional skills and experience that meet
na onally‐recognised standards.

This accredita on provides assurance that advocates are qualiﬁed to provide advice
and assistance that meets the speciﬁc needs of veterans and their families, no ma er
where they live or when they served.

The new directory provides contact details for ex‐service organisa ons oﬀering ac‐
credited advocates. You can search the directory by town, suburb, state or postcode
to ﬁnd the organisa on closest to you. When you contact the organisa on, be sure
to ask for an ‘ATDP Accredited Military Advocate’.

The Directory of Advocacy Services is available on the ATDP website.
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V.V.A.A. ADMINSTRATION HANDBOOK
M E 002
MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD

MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD FOR SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE
VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA, OR TO THE VIETNAM
VETERANS' COMMUNITY
Service that continues after the award of Life Membership is not, as at June
1998, recognised or rewarded by the Association.
Community service including that as a member of the Vietnam Veterans Association
of Australia may result in the award of an Australian honour.
Distinguished service within the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia may be rewarded through the award of Life Membership, at Sub-Branch, State or National level.
(Policy ME 001 refers).
A Meritorious Service Award should have an order of precedence above Life Membership. It may be awarded to non-members who have made a significant contribution to
the Vietnam veteran community. To this end, it is necessary to establish and preserve
standards of achievement leading to presentation of the award.
The Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia, National Council Inc. resolved that the
Association institute a Meritorious Service Award under the following conditions:
A VVAA nominee must already be in receipt of Life Membership at any level and have
continued to make significant contribution to the Association and the Vietnam veterans' community within Australia;
A non- VVAA nominee must have made a very significant contribution to the Vietnam veteran community within Australia; and
Each nomination must be unanimously approved by a committee consisting of two
members of the National Executive and two State Presidents, one of whom should
be from the same state or territory as the nominee.
The Meritorious Service Award may be withdrawn by the unanimous vote of National Council of the VVAA.

Editors note; No member has ever been nominated for this award? Are you aware of
a worthy recipient?
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The Returned & Services League of Australia (RSL)
Alliance of Defence Service Organisa ons (ADSO)
18 January 2018
JOINT MEDIA STATEMENT

ROYAL COMMISSION INTO MISCONDUCT IN THE BANKING, SUPERANNUATION AND
FINANCIAL SERVICES INDUSTRY
Call to include the Commonwealth Superannua on Corpora on

The Returned & Services League of Australia (RSL) and the Alliance of Defence Service Organisa ons
(ADSO) call on the Government to include the Commonwealth Superannua on Corpora on (CSC) in
the Terms of Reference of the Royal Commission into Misconduct in the Banking, Superannua on and
Financial Services Industry.
CSC administers military and other superannua on funds for over 700,000 people, including 230,000
serving and former servicemen and women. Unlike members of Industry Super Funds who have the
ability to switch funds if they are dissa sﬁed, exservice members of the CSC do not. They are reliant on
an external moderator to ensure fairness and jus ce. The Royal Commission is the ul mate arbitrator.
Given the magnitude of the CSC inﬂuence on the wellbeing of former servicemen and women the RSL
and ADSO members consider this represents a compelling reason to include CSC within the Terms of
Reference. CSC is the only signiﬁcant superannua on en ty in Australia to avoid examina on.
Allega ons exist that CSC is not fully compliant with the Superannua on Industry Supervision Act. For
example, some in the veteran community claim that CSC misreports invalidity beneﬁts (paid to service‐
men and women discharged for medical reasons) to both the Australian Taxa on Oﬃce and to the
Family Court. And, all too o en, veterans report that CSC fails to respond convincingly to valid ap‐
proaches by them seeking clariﬁca on of their concerns. A consequence of this prac ce could result in
veterans (and their families) already suﬀering trauma being subjected to unwarranted ﬁnancial and
further emo onal hardships.
These and other allega ons clearly require the same scru ny as would similar asser ons involving in‐
dustry superannua on funds. The voices of 230,000 serving and former servicemen and women
should be heard, not be silenced.
The RSL and ADSO call on the Government to amend the Royal Commission’s Terms of Reference to
include an examina on of the military superannua on funds administered by the Commonwealth Su‐
perannua on Corpora on.
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OUR MILITARY HISTORY
2 February 1968 The 3rd Ba alion, Royal Australian Regiment, recaptured Baria a er
the Tet oﬀensive. The eﬀects of the Tet Oﬀensive were felt most acutely by the Austral‐
ians when the Viet Cong a acked targets around Phuoc Tuy's provincial capital, Baria.
The a acks were repulsed with few Australian casual es, though the Communists
suﬀered heavy losses
23 February 1967 Major P.J. Badcoe, VC Australian Army Training Team Vietnam, origi‐
nally of Adelaide, South Australia, leads an a ack against Viet Cong troops ‐ it was the
ﬁrst of three acts of bravery between February and April 1967 for which he was award‐
ed the Victoria Cross.
24 February 1971 Captain J.J. Smith, MC and Bar, Australian Army Training Team Vi‐
etnam, performs the ac on for which he is awarded a Bar to his Military Cross in July
1971.
29 February 1972 HMAS Sydney arrives at Vung Tau On this voyage Sydney embarked
457 soldiers. HMAS Sydney made 21 voyages to Vietnam during the war

AUSTRALIA POST CONCESSIONS
With a free Australia Post Concession account, you'll pay just 60c per stamp, instead
of $1. You can buy up to 50 stamps per year, in booklets of 5 for $3.
You'll even get a free booklet of 5 concession stamps to get you started.
Are you eligible?
The following Australian Federal Government concession cards are accepted as proof
of eligibility for an Australia Post Concession account.
Have one of these cards? Apply today at your local post oﬃce.
Pensioner Concession Card
Health Care Card (all types)
Commonwealth Seniors Health Card
Department of Veterans' Aﬀairs Card
Veterans' Repatria on Health Card
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A NIGHT IN THE YEAR OF THE MONKEY
THE DECIMATION OF AUSTRALIAN ARMY SAPPERS ON STANDING PATROL DURING THE
BATTLE OF FIRE SUPPORT BASE ANDERSEN, SOUTH VIETNAM TET OFFENSIVE 1968
An extract from a paper Compiled and Wri en by Peter Sco March 2017
INTRODUCTION This ar cle seeks to look at what has been wri en about Fire Support Base Andersen and add
commentary from some of the sappers who were there on that ba leﬁeld. The objec ve is to make the story
of Andersen and its’ soldiers ( Australian Infantry; Australian, New Zealand and American Ar llery; and Australi‐
an Engineers and Cavalry) more widely known and acknowledged as a signiﬁcant ba le of the Vietnam War,
and to honour the service and sacriﬁce of those who served and those who died there.
During their Tet Oﬀensive of 1968, the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army made numerous ﬁerce assaults
on the joint Australian, New Zealand and American manned Fire Support Base Andersen near the village of
Trang Bom east of Bien Hoa, on the north‐easterly outskirts of Saigon. It was the ﬁrst me that the Australian
Task Force (1 ATF) had operated outside of Phouc Tuy Province, and the Task Force deliberately established ﬁre
support bases astride the communist lines of communica on, expec ng
that the NVA and VC would a ack and a empt to destroy them. And a ack they did, in assaults which became
precursors to further ﬁerce assaults on Fire Support Bases Coral and Balmoral just a few months later.
During the ba le on the night of 17/18 February 1968, seven Australian soldiers and one American lost their
lives, with dozens more wounded, as ﬁerce grenade, mortar and rocket a acks were launched at Andersen by
a tenacious and skillful enemy. The defending Australians, Kiwis and Americans were no less tenacious, pouring
ar llery, mortar, machine gun and small arms ﬁre onto enemy mortar and rocket launch sites, and engaging
enemy soldiers as they threw themselves on the wire. The enemy a acks were med to coincide with the lunar
New Year celebra ons for the Year of the Monkey, or “Tet Mau Than”, and occurred during 1ATF’s Opera on
Coburg.
Tragically, an overnight standing patrol sent ‘outside of the wire’ of Andersen by the FSB defence command
was decimated during the enemy assault. This patrol comprised a full Sec on (No. 11 Sec on) of ten sappers
from 3 Troop of the 1st Field Squadron Royal Australian Engineers, ac ng in the role of infantry, sent to a previ‐
ously well used knoll feature some 300 metres outside of the protec ve barbed wire defences of the base.
They were ordered to take up a ﬁxed posi on overnight, lying on top of rocky ground, to provide an early
warning listening post to detect advancing enemy forces. Though considered important for base defence, the
patrol provided, in reality, a dangerously isolated and exposed target at an o en used site well known to the
enemy.
During Opera on Coburg, Main Force elements of the North Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong had moved past
Andersen for weeks to and from their targets in and around Saigon and Bien Hoa, and Australian Army Intelli‐
gence knew this. Notwithstanding the vital contribu on of the standing patrols to base defence plans, the deci‐
sion to con nue to deploy listening post standing patrols to the knoll was extraordinarily risky. In the words of
Sapper Jack Lawson, one of the survivors of the Engineer standing patrol on the night of the 17th/18th, “we
were hung out to dry”.
During enemy assaults in the early hours of the morning the patrol received direct hits from mortar and RPG
(rocket propelled grenade) ﬁre, and was virtually wiped out: four of the sappers were killed, with three others
wounded. The remaining three were unwounded but heavily trauma sed by the brutal nature of the mortar
a ack and the death of their mates.
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Vietnam War Memorial Commemora ve Park Melbourne ‐ Dedica on Day
The memorial is made from polished black granite which consists of the following elements –
Central Memorial ‐ the front face reads ‐ "IN MEMORY OF 521 AUSTRALIANS WHO DIED DEFENDING THE REPUBLIC OF
VIETNAM", and with the words "TỔ QUỐC GHI ƠN" engraved on the back, which equivalently means "Lest we forget" or
"We will remember them" (Word by word transla on means – "The Na on pays tribute to the fallen").

Speech by Mr. Bob Elworthy (President of Vietnam Veterans Associa on of Australia Vic‐
toria Branch):
"It’s an extraordinary day! What an amazing memorial! Already as I said in this place, it
s rs … I extend congratula ons to everybody involve in bringing this most remarkable
memorial to reality. The elements of this memorial say much about the AustraliaVietnamese community and in par cular the Vietnamese Community in Victoria. The
memorial today represents the ﬁnest a ributes of the Vietnamese people here in Australia - a deep and a binding connec on to the preserva on of their rich history, the reverence in which they hold their ancestors and their freedom ﬁghters, and their wholehearted and uncompromising embrace their adopted Australian home and their genuine
respect for the Australian Vietnam veterans. As one born in Australia, I cannot, for one
moment, begin to imagine the trauma that the Vietnamese people felt and s ll feel at
the lost of their beloved homeland. They struggle therea er to simply survive … Their determina on and courage to strike out for the great unknown and to make a peril journey
to Australia … so glad that they did. It speaks volumes of the dignity and resilience of
the Vietnamese people that they’ve risen above such adversity and made Australia a
much richer na on. And it says much that the Vietnamese people that they want in their
own way through this … very public memorial to display their respect and pride to their
own heroes and their gra tude to the Australian Vietnam Veterans who died trying to
protect their homeland. It’s a level of honour and respect to others in this na on would
do well to try to emulate. To the Vietnamese community, I say thank you for taking this
na on to your heart and thank you for taking the Australian Vietnam veterans to your
heart and into your home. Lest we forget!"
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NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM
25 VETERANS DRIVE, NEWHAVEN, PHILLIP ISLAND VIC 3925
WWW.VIETNAMVETSMUSEUM.ORG.AU

THE WAR WIDOWS GUILD OF AUSTRALIA
“We all belong to each other. We all need each other. It is in serving each other and in sacriﬁcing for

our common good that we are ﬁnding our true life.”

A strong part of the Guilds History is the origins of its Logo.
The kookaburra was adopted as the Guilds Logo from its early
inception and remains today.
The Kookaburra is also present on all War Widows' Guild Badges.
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REUNIONS
REUNION ‐ SAPPER ASSOCIATION QUEENSLAND
Holdfast 2018 Bundaberg 4 to 7 May 2018
All ex RAE members welcome
Secretary John Jesser
07 3356 9297 email: johnjesser@iinet.net.au

50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIONS.
BATTLES OF FIRE SUPPORT BASES CORAL AND BALMORAL
ANZAC PARADE CANBERRA 13 MAY 2018
VETERANS OF THE BATTLE WISHING TO ATTEND THE COMMEMORATIONS
AND GOVERNMENT RECEPTION ARE INVITED TO REGISTER THEIR INTEREST
WITH THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT
EMAIL; PRESIDENT@VVAA.ORG.AU

“MY DOG NUI DAT”

VETERAN FRIENDLY RETREATS

Wri en by Peter Simpson

Future lis ng of these facili es should be
available on the various VVAA State branch
web sites and these can be accessed through
the web site www.vvaa.org.au

Sung by Dale Duncan on his album
BACK TO THE BUSH
To order contact Peter Izod
0418 245 058
Peterizod.ammo6@bigpond.com

HAVE YOUR SAY— LETTERS TO DEBRIEF ARE WELCOME
The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families. Brief,
to the point letters have a better chance of publication. Photographs should be of good colour,
quality and subject matter, in jpg or similar format. Text should be submitted in Word format
with minimum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vietnam Unit and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au
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Planning Ahead is a publication designed to help veterans and their families prepare for bereavement.
If you are unable to download or print a copy of Planning Ahead from the DVA web site, please contact DVA on
133 254 or visit your local VAN office to request a copy.
There is also a checklist that can be used to record the contact details of important people, businesses and organisations that may need to be notified in case of your death.
related forms include:
Personal Information Sheet – a Private Record D8729
This will help your family with personal information in the difficult time following bereavement.
Medical Details of a Veteran – a Private Record D8730
If you choose to complete and retain this form, the information might eventually be of assistance if, in the event of
your death, your partner makes a claim for war widow(er)'s pension.
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