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A National Commemorative Service to mark 75 years
since the inception of the 1951 National Service scheme
will be held in Canberra on 14 February, designated Na-
tional Servicemen’s Day, Veterans' Affairs and Defence
Personnel Minister Matt Keogh has announced.

The service will be held in the Great Hall at the Australi-
an Parliament House in Canberra starting at 10:30 am.

More than 280,000 Australians were conscripted into
Australia’s armed services through National Service

schemes between 1951 and 1972 — a product of signifi-
cant global and regional conflicts facing Australia following
the Second World War.

“Sadly, some 250 Australians lost their lives during this
time of national service,” he said.

“National service was compulsory for most of the young

AUSSSIE Diggers including Nashos arrive in South Vi-
etnam. — AWM photo.

Commemoration
for 75 years of
National Service

men who served, and this National Commemorative Ser-
vice is an important opportunity for all Australians to come
together to recognise the service and sacrifice of all Aus-
tralia’s ‘Nashos’.

“We owe them a debt of gratitude that cannot be repaid.
The service will be broadcast nationally on the ABC and
available to watch on ABC iView.

“Australians can also honour our Nashos by sharing a
personal reflection on DVA’s Wall of Remembrance.”

In Australia, there have been four national service
schemes at different times, all for military service, accord-
ing to Anzac Portal on the DVA website:

° Universal Service Scheme 1911 to 1922

] Commonwealth Militia (Citizen Military Forces) Na-
tional Service Scheme 1940 to 1946

° National Service Training Scheme 1950 to 1959

o National Service Scheme 1964 to 1972.

In the 1964 to 1972 scheme, national servicemen were
liable for overseas service in wars and war-like operations.
Most of the 63,000 national servicemen served in Australia
but more than 19,000 served overseas.

After World War Two the number in the military reduced
from 500,000 to around 50,000.

- Continued page 12.
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OUR MISSION:
To assist ALL veterans and their dependents in all matters relating to their health, welfare and well-being.

Our website: www.viethamvetssc.org.au

Email: secretaryvvaasc@gmail.com Editor: ricocheteditor@gmail.com
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Veterans & Families Counselling

OPEN ARMS
1800 011 046
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PATRON: Laurie Drinkwater (pictured)
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President

Senior V/President
Junior V/President

Michael Howe APM JP (Qual)
John Cunnington
John Huxham

Secretary John Cunnington
Treasurer Deb Day
Committee Members:

Pieter Reus Membership
Kerry White Ricochet Editor
John Cunnington VV Day

Mike Gay Merchandise

Chris Wessels
John Huxham
Bob Johnson
Mark Doolan
Athol Johnson

Assistant Secretary
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Office Bearers

Graham Scott DHJ project

Geoff Jewell Thursday Breakfast
Noel Woodall Honorary Lawyer
Arthur Fry Honorary Chaplain
Michael Sheahan Advertising/Marketing

Grants Officer
Asst Office Manager

Michael Howe
Margo Christie

ADVOCATE TEAM

Compensation Advocates

Helena Smith JP (Qual) 0439241442

Hospital Visitation

Alec Chesters 0478213354

Mentor/Assessor

Helena Smith 0439241442

Mentor/Well-Being Officer
lan (Ernie) Hartshorn
Air Force Association

0422670080
Chris Wessels
Tracker Dogs Assn. lan Atkinson
Mooloolaba Surf Club
Buderim Hospital
Army Cadets/ARES

Air Force Cadets

Kevin Lynch
Alec Chesters
vacant

Chris Wessels

Naval Cadets Carl Britz

DROP-IN-CENTRE
OPENING 27 JANUARY

The Drop-In-Centre at the library complex
is now closed and re-opens at the RSL
Hub opposite Maroochy Services Club on
27 January. Opening hours Tuesday to
Thursday 0900 to 1200 hours.

Inquiries: Phone 0476903132 .
Note: Our January Committee Meeting will be
held at 1000 hours and the General Meeting will
be at 1100 hours on 27 January.

The AGM will be at 1100 hours on Tuesday 17
February 2026 at the Hub.

Department of Veterans’ Affairs

Veterans’ Advice Network (VAN)

129 Horton Parade, Maroochydore, QLD 4558.
Free call to Brisbane Office 1800 555 254

Veterans & Families Counselling

OPEN ARMS

24 Hour Crisis Line Toll Free

1800 011 046

PO Box 1797, (or 129 Horton Parade) Maroochydore, QLD, 4558

This service provides counselling and support to all veterans of overseas
conflicts. The families of Vietham Veterans are also able to receive counselling
through us. Group programmes include the Lifestyle Management Program (5 days
live-in with partner) and the Heart Safe Program (12 month gym). Other therapeutic/
educational groups are being planned for the Sunshine Coast.

DISCLAIMER: The committee of Vietnam Veteran Association of Australia Sunshine Coast Sub-Branch Inc. and its individual members take no responsibility for
errors, omissions or inaccuracies in this newsletter, nor accept liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from the use of information contained in
this newsletter, and do not warrant that opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia, this
Sub-branch or the Sub-branch Committee, including individual members.
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R.A.N. ON COURSE TO GROW, SAYS CHIEF

Australia’s navy is on course to become much larger oyl L ) P ‘~L}
and more powerful, a hybrid force of crewed and un- | g ;
crewed craft that will include nuclear-powered and con-
ventionally armed submarines, says Royal Australian
Navy (RAN) chief Mark Hammond.

Vice Admiral Hammond says the surface fleet will
double in size, and it's already becoming much more
lethal. Hammond is aware of the criticism in Australia
about the multibillion-dollar plan to buy -Virginia-class
attack submarines (SSNs) from the US under the AU-
KUS agreement. He’s confident that will happen and
says the navy is already seeing results.

“This is not a paper program; this is a very real pro-
gram where we are knocking down key waypoints one
after the other,” he says.

Over two years, more than 170 Australians have
qualified to serve in conventional Collins-class or nucle- |
ar-powered submarines. A'

“Right now, there are more than 50 Australians
aboard US fast-attack submarines operating out of

Pearl Harbor. We have 150 people training in the US,  Royal Australian Navy’s Vice-Admiral Jonathan Mead,

; . . » Director-General of the Australian Submarine Agency
and they're performing exceedingly well,” Hammond (left), receives a technical briefing during a walk-through

says. of Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Mainte-

The Vice Admiral was aboard Virginia submarine nance Facility’s machine shop. Image: US Navy .

USS Montana recently with the head of the US Naval
Nuclear Propulsion Program, Admiral William J. Hou-
ston, and saw the progress first-hand.

“I watched one of our junior sailors walk out of the US
submarine’s communications area to broadcast a report
to the captain, then saw one of our engineers supervis-
ing US operators in the reactor control room,” he says.

A key element of building Australia’s submarine work-
force has been improving personnel retention rates.
When he commanded HMAS Farncomb 20 years ago,
the total submarine force had 400-500 people. Now it is
well over 800 and he says the uptake of young Australi-
ans interested in a submarine career is growing.

“The number volunteering for the nuclear submarine
program is extraordinary. It has strong brand value for
people looking for challenging, interesting jobs.”

On whether the US will keep its promise — renewed to
Anthony Albanese at his meeting with President Donald
Trump — to provide the Virginias given its production
problems, Hammond says he’s experienced an unwa-
vering determination in Australia and the US to deliver
on AUKUS.

That includes Australia providing facilities in WA for
US and UK submarines visiting HMAS Stirling, and
training crews so Australia can receive the first Virginia
in 2032.

- from The Australian, by Brendan Nicholson.

OUR PADRE Arthur Fry, pictured with wife Annette, is
calling it a day with his 125th and final column appear-
ing in this Ricochet, page 10. - from The RAM Maga-
Zine.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 11AM TUESDAY 20 February 2026

I (FULLNAME IN CAPITALS), .o

Being a financial member of the Vietham Veterans Association of Australia, Sunshine
Coast Sub-branch Inc. (VWAASC), hereby nominate:

(NaME 1N CAPIAIS) ... e e e e
For the position of (please tick only one boX, use separate form for each position):

PRESIDENT
O SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT
O JUNIOR VICE-PRESIDENT
0 SECRETARY
O TREASURER
0O MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
0O COMMITTEE MEMBERS (up to five positions)

OTHER OFFICE BEARERS:

OASSISTANT SECRETARY
OASSISTANT TREASURER

O OFFICE MANAGER

O MERCHANDISE OFFICER

O RICOCHET EDITOR

0O SsuB COMMITTEE MEMBER

(NOTE: Nominations for the above positions will be accepted from the floor at the
AGM if a nomination has not been lodged by the return date for nominations)

NOMINATOR: (PRINT NAME) ....cciviiiiiiiiii it se e sa s e s s e s nn e s e
(SIgned) ..o e (date) ...... {.... /
SECONDED: (PRINT NAME) ....ociuiitiiiiiiiiieiiins i e res snnse sasnss s s s s snnsan
(Signed) ..o (date) ...... | . | A,
NOMINEE: |, (Print NAme) ..o e s sern s n s s e s s anas

Being a financial member of the VWAASC hereby accept this nomination

(SIgNed) ..o (date) ...... ......f e,

THIS FORM IS TO BE RETURNED TO THE SECRETARY BEY NOON ON

TUESDAY, 6 FEERUARY 2026
(NOTE: Please use a separate form for each nomination for each position.
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From the Secretary

I am not sure where 2025 went, but
here we are in 2026 primed for an-
other year, a year of change. As pre-
viously advised, the Drop-In Centre
relocated to the Maroochy RSL Hub
in December.

Downsizing was inevitable due to
a decline in membership and re-
quests for advocacy services. Sev-
eral Sub-Branches across Australia
have closed their doors for these
reasons.

It is sobering to know that, as of
2026, the surviving Australian Vi-
etnam veteran population is general-
ly aged in their late 70s to early 80s.
While we were young men with an
average deployment age of roughly
20-21 during the conflict (1962—
1973), most survivors are now part
of the elderly cohort.

Of around the 60,000 personal
who served in Vietnam, it was esti-
mated that 35,000 were still alive as

of late 2023. That number would
have dropped over the past two
years.

However, the Sunshine Coast Sub
-Branch is committed to supporting
members for the foreseeable future
and, as from 27 January, the Drop-
In Centre will be open Tuesday to
Thursday between 0900 hours and
1200 hours. The Sub-Branch will
also continue to organise the Vi-
etnam Veterans Day Service and
luncheon, the Toast to the War
Dog’s Service and the Ladies
Luncheon.

Thanks to the Maroochy RSL Sub
-Branch, an area has been made
available in the rear of the Hub for
the Penny Hat Key Ring enterprise.
Scotty and the crew have moved in
all the equipment and will continue
to make natural penny hat key rings.
We are operational again so, if you
get a chance, pop into the Hub,

check out the new premises, have a
cuppa and enjoy some camaraderie.

On another note, our well-
respected Padre, Arthur Fry, has
stepped aside due to health issues.
Arthur has been steadfast supporter
of the VVAASC and numerous ex-
service organisations over the years.

His Fireside with the Padre col-
umn has appeared in Ricochet for
decades. Arthur’s farewell is in his
final column in this edition of Rico-
chet. A larger-than-life character, his
contribution to the Sub-Branch will
be missed, but he and Annette will
continue their involvement with the
Church.

That’s it for me, and hopefully
there will be a good roll-up at the
AGM at 1100 hours on Tuesday 17
February.

Regards
John Cunnington

DVA FULLY COVERED SERVICES: J= ¥

CA

Health Co.

|
SPINE | SPORTS | PAIN MANAGEMENT

ALLIED HEALTH

FOR VETERANS

ALSO AVAILABLE:

®
e

JOIN OUR FITNESS COMMUNITY
OF OVER 90 VETERANS!

MAROOCHYDORE | MOOLOOLABA [ NOOSA
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Far North Queensland got an early
taste of Christmas magic when De-
fence teamed up with Olympic legends
to deliver donated gifts and goodwill to
remote Indigenous communities.

From airdrops to remote runways,
the Royal Australian Air Force and
Australian Army worked alongside the
Australian Olympic Committee on Ex- ,w
ercise Christmas Hop 25, proving that ,,/
even Santa loves a C-27J Spartan
and C-130J Hercules ride.

Personnel from 35 Squadron and
37 Squadron deployed with members
of the Australian Army’s 51st Far
North Queensland Regiment (51 " :
FNQR) and 176 Air Dispatch Squad-  ©N the selection of locations to visit Australian Olympic Committee
based on requirements and accessibil- member Melissa Romer and Squad-
ity,” Senior Indigenous Liaison Officer ron Leader Coen Henry on the ramp
of a RAAF C-130J Hercules during

] ] Exercise Christmas Hop 2025. —
“Air Force worked closely with 51~ PICTURED: Australian Olympians ¢, ADF News.
FNQR and Indigenous liaison officers Haylie Powell and Natalya Diehm,

RO

ron. Their mission from December 1 to

9: to spread festive cheer while sharp- _
ening operational skills. Squadron Leader Coen Henry said.

Q: sports&spinal’

At Sports & Spinal Group, we are fully
committed to providing long-term, exceptional
care to EVERY veteran we have the privilege of

serving.

Sports & Spinal offers quality allied health services
including;

@ PHYSIOTHERAPY @ EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY

@ PODIATRY @ REMEDIAL MASSAGE

O DIETETICS O PILATES & GYM CLASSES

Sunshine Coast & Gympie Locations

Baringa | Buderim | Caloundra | Coolum | Gympie | Kawana
Maroochydore | Nambour | Noosa | Sippy Downs
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Scootaville on again

5 » Preparations are well underway for Scootaville 2026, leav-
R 7 ing Hawkesbury Showground, opposite RAAF Richmond,
Naval Association of Australia ‘ on Saturday 14 March.
Maroochy Waters SUb Section ' ‘ After travelling via and overnighting at Bong Bong,
Once Navy - Always Navy, is the proud motto that underpins the Moruya, Queanbeyan, Young, Cowra, Parkes, Orange and
fellowship spirit embodied in the Australian Naval Association's Bathurst, it will return to the Showground on Tuesday 31
principles and in this same spirit, the Maroochy Waters Sub Section, March. See www.scootaville.org.au/NSW2026.pdf
extends its warm invitation to former personnel of the: RAN, RN, B ’ ’ U ] \ ’ i
RNZN and the MERCHANT NAVY, to join our enthusiastic members We would love to have you join us, if youre a fun-lovmg
for pleasant fellowship. person, love getting out and seeing our fabulous country,
meeting many wonderful people and you care for our many
veterans who are not living as well as they should, then do
yourself a favour and come Scootavilling,” said organiser
Trevor Benneworth. “You don't have to be a rider, you can
come along as a supporter.

We are an accredited Not for Profit organisation committed to the
support of worthwhile veteran and community welfare programmes.

If you have served in any of the above listed units, you and your family
are welcome 1o join the comradeship of fellow, like-minded people, at
our menthly social meetings at the RSL Branch office on Memorial Ave
Marcochydore, opposite the

RSL Club. “Once again, Scootaville will raise funds for Legacy,

Enjoy, also, the quiet ambience of our museum of naval which cares for the families of missing or injured service

memorabjlia conta.ining a w.eal'.h o original ar‘.e"ac.ts, uniforms and personnel, and via the Air Force Association, for homeless

models of naval ships used in conflict, all representing

a worthy reminder of the contribution by the men and women in their military Vets.

role of the Australian and Allied Navies through the years. “This year we have arranged to have Mt Panorama

For further information on becoming a member of our association, with a proud naval closed on Sunday morning 29 March while we hold a

heritage, please contact the Marcochy Waters Sub Section, Naval Association of "Walk for Veterans" event People will be able to walk the

Australia: . . . ) . e »
circuit, for a fee, with funds going to our two charities.

Bill Hayward, President, 0411 024 985, bloggshayward@yahoo.com For more information go to https://www.scootaville.org.au/

Michael Wilson, Secretary, 0457 852 122, michaelwilson1@bigpond.com

ACTIVOT

Home-based occupational therapy
services for Veterans.

ActivOT practitioners actively work with the Veteran community to
meet their unique and specialised needs. Our Occupational Therapists
come to you, meaning one less appointment trip to coordinate, with all
the benefits of care personalised to you and your environment.

It is our privilege to serve those who served our country.

Reach out to our friendly team today:
1800 228 868 « connect@activot.com.au « www.activot.com.au


https://www.scootaville.org.au/
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DVA dental cost changes

The annual monetary limit for high cost, clinically needed re-
storative items, such as crowns or bridges, has been doubled
and the time you have to use your capped amount has been
extended from one to two years.

This means: From 1 January 2026 to 31 December 2027
your total limit is $5,980.30; from 1 January 2028 to 31 De-
cember 2029 your limit is $5,980.30 (subject to annual index-
ation).

This will be your new biennial monetary limit for Schedule
C items. You don’t need to do anything to activate the new
biennial monetary limit.

Importantly, you will not be able to roll over the amount into
the next two-year period because the monetary limit resets.

The capped amounts apply even if you hold a Veteran
Gold Card or have dental related conditions accepted on
your Veteran White Card.

In addition, dental therapists hygienists and oral health
therapists have also been added to the approved list of den-
tal service providers. This means it is now easier to access a
dental practitioner suited to your needs.

To learn more about DVA'’s Dental Program, visit the DVA
website.

IRAQ OPERATION ENDS

IRAQI Armed Forces’ General Qais Khalaf Rahima
and Australia's Deputy Chief of Joint Operations,
Major General Hugh McAslan, at the end of Opera-
tion Steadfast in Bagdad. Australia has officially
concluded Operation Steadfast, marking the final
chapter in more than two decades of Australian
Defence Force involvement in Iraq. With origins in
2003, the operation established in 2018 was Aus-
tralia’s contribution to NATO'’s efforts to strength-
en the Iraqi Security Forces after the defeat of
Daesh.

-

We can assist with:
v Assistance in positive lifestyle change
v Improvement in heart health

v Management of diabetes

v Rehabilitation after a cardiac event
v Improvement in recovery post-cancer
treatment

v Injury rehabilitation

v General health & fitness to prevent
onset of disease

CALOUNDRA | COOLUM | GYMPIE
MAROOCHYDOORE | WARANA

-

ADAPTIVE BODIES

ALLIED HEALTH

e Medicare (bulk billing clinic)

¢ All health funds accepted

e DVA Health Cards (Gold & White)
are accepted as payment upon a

GP reférral ol
=
—

CONTACT US TODAY
Ph: 0478 691 136
E: admin@adaptivebodiesalliedhealth.com
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TRUMP COMMENTS DRAW RETURN FIRE

Comments by United States President Donald Trump query-
ing the contribution of allies to the war in Afghanistan have
been challenged universally including in Australia.

Afghanistan veteran and RSL National president Peter Tin-
ley (pictured) is among those rejecting Mr Trump’s assertion
that allied forces "stayed a little back, a little off the front lines"
in Afghanistan.

Mr Tinley said the President’s claim was factually
wrong, historically ignorant, and deeply offensive to
the 47 Australian service personnel who made the
ultimate sacrifice, the 261 wounded, and the nearly
40,000 Australians who served in our nation's long-
est war. Mr Tinley said the facts speak for them-
selves.

“Australian forces were among the first coalition
troops into Afghanistan following the September 11
attacks. The SAS was on the ground two weeks after 9/11
with the US Marine brigade of the legendary General James
Mattis.

“I know, because | was there, as Deputy Commander of
the Special Forces Task Group in those opening months,” he
said.

“For two decades, Australians operated in Uruzgan Prov-

ince, one of the most dangerous regions in the country. Our
troops didn't "stay a little back." They conducted offensive
counter-insurgency operations, cleared Taliban strongholds,
defused roadside bombs, mentored Afghan forces under fire,
and fought in sustained close combat.

“Four Australians were awarded the Victoria Cross, our
nation's highest honour for battlefield gallantry,
for actions in Afghanistan.

Peter Tinley said these were not the actions of
men who “stayed behind the lines”.

“To our veterans, | say | understand what you
are feeling today. | feel it too. Many of you de-
ployed multiple times, missed births, funerals,
and years of your children's lives. Some of you
carry visible and invisible wounds that will never
fully heal. And some of you are caring for mates
who are struggling or grieving those who didn't make it home.

“To have that service dismissed so casually is a profound
insult. Your service mattered. Your sacrifice mattered. No ill-
informed comment can diminish what you did for this nation
and our alliance.

“To the families of the fallen, | tell you that we hold your
loved ones in sacred trust.”

Mobile + Clinic

Denture Service

Repairs while you wait OR
we pick up and return

*e
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Cﬁ Denture Care
Professionals
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07 5444 6116

1/130 Brisbane Rd, Mooloolaba
E: reception@advanceoral.com.au
W: www.advanceoraldentures.com.au

DVA Gold Card holders welcome
Complete mobile denture service
New full or partial dentures

Same day reline service

Implant retained dentures

Over 35 years experience
Recognised by all major health funds
Express service available

Advance Oral Denture Clinic

Darren Fletcher
Dip D.T Adv Dip D.P. (Syd)

Dental Prosthetist
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As many of you know, my life has been a series of ups and downs these
past 40 years or even longer. Like many of you, | have had to keep an eye
on my health, my mobility and my vision.

This has become a reality in recent days; one Sunday recently our Sen-
ior Pastor at our church, Rev. Peter Willis, a former Colonel Army Chaplain,
gave the story of Moses being taken up on a hill and shown the land that
his people would inherit as promised by God, but that he would not inherit
the same for a series of other good reasons. He pointed out that persons
who Moses had prepared would be able to take over from him.

You might say, at that moment the light bulb came on and with my
health, mobility, and vision waning, said, ‘This is the time to opt out of all of
my positions’, for clearly | am holding up some of these willing workers who
have not yet come forward. | have spoken with Peter and he agrees with
me that such a time comes in every preacher’s time on earth.

| have been preaching since | was 18, firstly on Beach Missions, then
Street Preaching on a Sunday night, and then churches all over Victoria,
New South Wales and Queensland, leaving the Air Force to go into the
Ministry of the church in 1986, and since retirement from the Church, have
volunteered in many positions including the Caloundra RSL, Headquarters
1 Australian Task Force as well as Chaplain to your organisation for well
over 14 years.

Since retiring from the Church, hatches, matches, and dispatches have
been reversed to where it has become dispatches, matches, and hatches,
while still attending to the usual round of public gatherings such as Anzac
Day, Vietnam Veterans’ Day, Victory in the Pacific, and Armistice Day. |

FINAL COLUMN

Fireside with ‘3

the Padre — No. 125

have also been ‘Member at Large’ at Goondiwindi Congregational Church.

But Annette and | will not be sitting idly by and doing nothing; we aim to
still attend our church and it's less busy formats like prayer meetings, and
Bible study groups, but we will leave the more visible and vocal issues of
the church to the younger group stepping up to replace me. Oh, and we
will need another dedicated man or woman to write, “Fireside with the Pa-
dre.” Would all volunteers please leave their name with the Secretary be-
fore the AGM?

Thank you for being devout readers of my column. | will miss you and
the occasional side issues that | have created. May God bless all of you
now and throughout the remaining years of your life, and when your life
ends, may you spend your eternity with Him.

Arthur Fry

(For the last time, Chaplain to Vietnam
Veterans and their families)

Sugar Road Tyre
And Mechanical

Best Rates In Town

Specialising in
Logbook servicing
for

Sedans, Utes,
and 4A4WD Vehicles.
Brake, Clutch and

Front-end Work.

We are suppliers of
COOPER TYRES
STARFIRE TYRES

MASTERCRAFT
TYRES

FEDERAL TYRES

Call Anthony on (07) 5443 2821
102 Sugar Rd. Maroochydore 4558

Locally owned and operated and proud to
be of service to our veterans

Experience is .
everything.

DERMATOLOGIST

Sunshine Dermatology is the oldest
Dermatology practice on the Sunshine

Coast. Dr Holmes continues to provide a
complete Dermatology service to all existing
and new DVA Gold Card holders and DVA
White Card holders (covered for skin). To see
the specialist, you must first have a valid
referral from your GP.

NON
SURGICAL
CREAM
TREATMENT
OF SKIN
CANCERS

SKIN
CANCER
CHECKS

SKIN
CANCER
SURGERY

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
8AM - 4PM
07 5444 8588
sunshinedermatologylegmail.com




RICOCHET — Monthly newsletter of Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia Sunshine Coast, FEBRUARY 2026

11

‘When you’re laughing, the whole world laughs with you’

A man suffered a serious heart attack while shopping in a
store. The store clerks called 911 when they saw him col-
lapse to the floor.

The paramedics rushed the man to the nearest hospital
where he had emergency open heart bypass surgery.

He awakened from the surgery to find himself in the care
of nuns at the Catholic Hospital he was taken to. A nun was
seated next to his bed holding a clip board loaded with sev-
eral forms, and a pen. She asked him how he was going to
pay for his treatment.

"Do you have health insurance?" she asked.

He replied in a raspy voice, "No health insurance."

The nun asked, "Do you have money in the bank?"

He replied, "No money in the bank."

"Do you have a relative who could help you with the pay-
ments?" asked the irritated nun.

He said, "l only have a spinster sister, and she is a nun."The
nun became agitated and announced loudly, "Nuns are not
spinsters! Nuns are married to God."

The patient replied, "Perfect. Send the bill to my brother-in-
law."

THIS 1S THE THIRD TIME YOU'VE
BEEN LATE THIS WEEK, DO YOU
KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS?!

ATLAS PERIO

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR ...

Implants ?

Have you recently had a tooth
extracted and are wanting to fill
the gap?

Have you been diagnosed with
periodontitis or have concerns of
gum disease?

seek a referral from your general dentist

(€) (07) 5443 8733

GREGSON&WEIGHT

Locally Operated Funeral Directors
Serving the Sunshine Coast Since 1972

Caloundra Chapel and Crematorium 54911559
Buderim Chapel 54439953
Nambour Chapel & Crematorium 54762866
Noosa Chapel & Crematorium 54702664
www.gregsonweight.com.au

IT'S
WEDNESDAY?

CAMP GREGORY
VETERANS
RETREAT

40 ACRE RURAL PROPERTY
ADJACENT TO GREGORY
RIVER - FISHING AND CRABBING, OPEN FIRES ALLOWED.

Hot Showers and Toilets
168 Darville Road, Woodgate

Phone 0499 728 800

Free to all Veterans travelling with their families
and First Responders

Maximum stay two weeks
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- from Page 1.

National service was introduced in 1951, but not every-
one who registered was called up; of the 500,000 men
who registered between 1951 and 1959, around 220,000
were called up in 52 intakes. The first intake was distribut-
ed as: RAN 500, Army 900 and RAAF 1500.

In a wide variety of roles, operations and places, nation-
al servicemen worked as aircrew, cooks, cavalry, drivers,
gunners, radar and radio operators, and more. They
served on RAN ships that visited Korean waters during the
Korean War; served on RAN ships deployed in the Asia-
Pacific region (not in war zones); attended atomic bomb
tests in the Monte Bello Islands and Maralinga; worked on
RAAF aircraft at Maralinga that had flown through atomic
clouds during the testing; and were placed on alert as part
of a wider standby for active service during the Suez Ca-
nal crisis in 1956.

National servicemen in this scheme did not do any ac-
tive service unless they enlisted in the regular services. At
least three who did, served and died in the Korean War.
During the scheme, around 50 national servicemen died,
mainly through accidents.

In 1957, the government ended national service for the
RAN and RAAF. On 24 November 1959, the government
decided to end the scheme. All national servicemen were

Nasho commemoration

declared to have honourably discharged their obligation on
30 June 1960.

On 10 November 1964, the government decided to rein-
troduce national service. The National Service Act 1964
became law on 24 November.

The National Service Scheme was different to previous
schemes: Firstly, it only provided army training, and it was
selective rather than universal. Unlike previous schemes,
the new scheme did not apply to all males in a specified
age range.

Most men who normally lived in Australia and turned 20
during a specified 6-month registration period were eligible
to register. More than 800,000 men registered in the Na-
tional Service Scheme while it was operating.

Registered men were selected in a birthday ballot. A

ballot was held about four to six weeks after a registration
period closed.

The main aim of national service was to increase the
strength of the Australian Army to 33,000 personnel by the
end of 1966; about 4000 men were selected in each ballot,
with two ballots conducted each year.

- Continued next page.
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Men were deemed exempt from registration if they were a
member of the Permanent Forces (RAN, Australian Army,
RAAF) or identified as a First Nations person.

However, many First Nations people registered in the §

scheme and became national servicemen.

After the call up, men could apply for an exemption if
they had a physical or mental disability. Men received an
automatic deferment if they were: married before the call
up; a member of the Reserve Forces (Citizen Naval Force,
Citizen Military Forces or Citizen Air Force); a minister of
religion, a member of a religious order or a full-time theo-
logical student; had a serious criminal record or posed a
security risk.

After the call up, men could apply to defer national ser-
vice if they were: a conscientious objector (had a moral
objection to service); a student, apprentice or trainee at a
university, teachers' college and technical college; in a
situation of exceptional hardship or that required compas-
sion; unable to serve due to their occupation.

Between 1965 and 1971, just over 1000 men applied for
conscientious objector status. More than 700 were granted
total exemption from any military service; around 150 were
compelled to serve but exempted from combat duties;
around 130 had their applications rejected.

In 1965, nearly 38 per cent of men were classified as
unfit for service, increasing to more than 51 per cent in

1970. Men registered for national service could choose to
join the CMF (army reserve) for six years.

A 1965 change to the Defence Act meant that national
servicemen could be deployed overseas with their units. In
1966, it was announced that Australia would be increasing
troops sent to Vietham. This would include national ser-
vicemen.

Nearly 19,000 national servicemen served overseas in
the Vietnam War and in Malaysia (including in the Indone-
sian Confrontation), Singapore and Papua New Guinea.
More than 18,000 served in Vietham — more than 200 died
and at least 1200 were wounded on active duty.

When Parliament passed the National Service Termina-
tion Act 1973 (Cth) in June 1973, around 1900 national
servicemen were still serving. The last national service-
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Locations throughout Sunshine Coast from Caloundra, Maroochydore,
Kawana, Bli Bli, Beerwah, Baringa, Tewantin and Sippy Downs.
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Roll of Honour — Vietham, FEBRUARY 1962-75

February 1966

Andrews, John Harker (211090), 40, AATTY (att.
RAl), Sgt (Temp. WO2), Albany Creek Crema-
torium, Brisbane.

Belleville, Graham Rhodes (54956), 32, AATTV
(att. RAl), Lt (Temp. Capt.), Karrakatta Ceme-
tery, Perth.

Grills, Edward Anthony (215418), 20, 1RAR, Pte,
Stroud Cemetery, NSW.

MacDonald, James Alexander (53283), 27, RAE
(att. AATTV), Sgt (Temp. WO2), Garden of Re-
membrance, Rookwood, Sydney.

Seipel, Raymond Douglas (15985), 24, 1RAR,
Cpl, Mount Thompson Crematorium, Brisbane.

Suter, Thomas (17665), 20, 1RAR, LCpl, Garden
of Remembrance, Pinnaroo Cemetery and
Crematorium, Brisbane.

February 1967

Arnold, Peter John (2781363), 21, 6RAR, Pte, In-
verell Cemetery, NSW.

Birchell, Michael James (2781899), 21, 6RAR,
Pte, Evergreen Memorial Park, Tamworth,
MNSWY.

Bourne, Donald Mackenzie (23916), 35, 5RAR,
Maj., Woden Cemetery, Phillip, Canberra.

Carruthers, John (36911), 28, SRAR, Lt (provi-
sional), Garden of Remembrance, Springvale,
Melbourne.

Clark, Donald Murray (5713804), 21, 5SRAR, Pte,
Garden of Remembrance, Perth War Cemetery
and Annex, WA,

Cliff, Richard William (1411047), 21, 1FIldRegt,
Gnr, Pinnaroo Cemetery and Crematorium,
Bridgeman Downs, Brisbane.

Green, George Bruce (2782127), 21, 5RAR, LCpl,
Pinegrove Memorial Park Cemetery and Crem-
atorium, Sydney.

Hanley, Maxwell Powell (43593), 31, AUSINT, Cpl
(Temp.WO2), Centennial Park Cemetery, Ade-
laide.

Kelly, Barry Walter (6410158), 22, 6RAR, Pte,
Comelian Bay Public Cemetery, Hobart.

Kirby, John William (27758), 31, B6RAR, Sgt
(Temp. WOZ2), Mount Thompson Crematorium,
Brisbane.

Milligan, Robert Bruce (29635), 30, 5RAR, Lt
(Temp. Capt.), Macquarie Park Cemetery and
Crematorium, Sydney.

Mitchinson, Kevin Leslie (4717751), 21,
3Cav.Regt, LCpl, Garden of Remembrance,
Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide.

Pomroy, Victor lan (3786644), 21, 3Cav.Reqgt, Trp,
Springvale Crematorium, Melbourne.

Poole, Michael Damien (342916), 20, 5RAR, Pte
(Spec. List Bandsmen), Dromana Cemetery,
Mormington Peninsula, Vic.

Powter, Douglas Roy J (2782783), 21, 6RAR, Pte,
Parkes General Cemetery, NSVV.

Rich, Adrian William (38728), 21, 6RAR, Pte, Ha-
zelwood Cemetery, Vic.

Riley, Wayne Maurice (5411599), 19, 6RAR, Pte,
Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth.

Rooney, Kerry Michael (15561), 24, 6RAR, LCpl,
Pinnaroo Cemetery and Crematorium, Bridge-
man Downs, Brisbane.

Sandow, Richard Wayne (43496), 20, 5RAR, Pte,
Albany Creek Crematorium, Brisbane.

Waters, Brian David (5713981), 22, 6RAR, Pte,
Tambellup Cemetery, WA.

Webster, David Raleigh (5713986), 21, 6RAR,
Pte, Garden of Remembrance, Perth War Cem-
etery and Annex, Perth.

Webster, James Clifton (5713751), 22, 5RAR,
Pte, Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth.

Wilsen, Robert Peter (4717841), 21, 3CavRegt,
Trp, Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide.

February 1968

Ayres, Marvin Walter (216920), 23, TRAR, Pte,
Rookwood Military Cemetery, Sydney.

Baines, George Terence (214230), 28, 1Sqgdn
SAS, Sgt, Woronora Crematorium, Sutherland,
Sydney.

Caston, Robert John (4719003), 21, 3RAR, Pte,
Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide.

De Vries Van Leeuwen, Thomas J. (4718756), 22,
3RAR, Pte, Mount Barker Cemetery, SA.

Doherty, John Alexander (3789770), 23, 3RAR,
Pte, Garden of Remembrance, Springvale, Mel-
bourne.

Garrett, John Edgar {1200473), 20, 1FldSqdn,
LCpl, East Ballina Cemetery, Ballina, NSVV.
Godden, Guy Richard (6708763), 21, 3RAR, Pte,
Garden of Remembrance, Carr Villa Cemetery,

Launceston, Tas.

Grose, Thomas Joseph (61582), 20, 2ZRAR, Pte,
Cormelian Bay Public Cemetery, Hobart.

Mathews, Geoffrey Francis (5714739), 21, 3RAR,
Pte, Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth.

McLachlan, Colin William (13053), 38, 1FldSqdn,
Sgt, Canungra Cemetery, Qld.

McMillan, Ross Charles (2785033), 22, TRAR,
LCpl, Uralla Cemetery, NSW.

Menz, James Leslie (38838), 22, 1DivLocBtry,
LBdr, Marysville Cemetery, Vic.

Parrello, Antonio (36337), 30, AATTY (att RAI),
Sgt, Botany General Cemetery, Botany, Syd-
ney.

Pattison, Allan Graham (44042), 19, 1FIldSqdn,
Spr, Kadina Cemetery, SA.

Perrin, Robert Graham (3789447), 22, TRAR, Pte,
Garden of Remembrance, Springvale, Mel-
bourne.

‘At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them ...’
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Roll of Honour — Vietham, FEBRUARY 1962-75

Rogers, John (4718449), 22, 2RAR, Pte, Garden
of Remembrance, Centennial Park Cemetery,
Adelaide.

Steen, David John {4719232), 21, 1FIdSqdn, Spr,
Penola New Cemetery, SA.

Taylor, Leonard Alexander (3787987), 22, 3RAR,
2Lt, Box Hill Cemetery, Melbourne.

Vickers, Patrick John (O1622), 32, RAN HFV,
LtCdr, Queensland Garden of Remembrance,
Pinnarco Cemetery and Crematorium, Bris-
bane.

Wilson, Kevin Ronald (3411951), 22, 2ZRAR, Pte,
Garden of Remembrance, Springvale, Mel-
bourne.

February 1969

Archer, Gary Alex (2788583), 22, 9RAR, Pte, Syd-
ney War Cemetery, Sydney.

Byrne, Robert Alan (2786525), 22, 4RAR, Pte,
MNorthern Suburbs Crematorium, Chatswood,
Sydney.

Chant, Peter Allan (44265), 239, 9RAR, LCpl,
Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide.

McConachy, Malcolm Ross (1201200), 21, 9RAR,
LCpl, Belgian Gardens Cemetery, Townsville,
Qld.

McGuire, Raymond Alfred (2787478), 23, 4RAR,
Pte, Garden of Remembrance, Rookwood,
Sydney.

Petersen, Victor Neils (1733375), 23, 4ARAR, Pte,
Queensland Garden of Remembrance, Pin-
naroo Cemetery and Crematorium, Brisbane.

February 1970

Baker, Douglas Alfred (43555), 27, 8RAR, Sgt,
Happy Valley Cemetery, Happy Valley, SA.

Barrett, James Joseph {(1200097), 24, 8RAR, LCpl
(tempCpl), Mount Gravatt Lawn Cemetery,
Brishane.

Carlyle, Hugh (43941), 21, 3CavRegt, Trp, Cen-
tennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide.

Hoban, William Joseph (15400), 39, 8RAR, Sgt,
Queensland Garden of Remembrance, Pin-
naroo Cemetery and Crematorium, Brisbane.

Hubble, Rodney Noel (55566), 19, 1FldSqdn, Spr,
Perth War Cemetery and Annex, WA.

Jackson, Robert James (2783512), 25, 8RAR,
Cpl, Greta Cemetery, NSW.

MaclLennan, Larry James (3795935), 21, 8RAR,
Pte, Keilor Cemetery, Melbourne.

Maza, Reginald Melson {(15142), 39, 325mlSh-
pSqdn, LCpl, Botany General Cemetery, Syd-
ney.

Munday, Barry John (3795712), 22, 8RAR, Pte,
Springvale Cemetery, Melbourne.

Pesonen, Timo Esko A (7154), 20, 8RAR, Pte,
Queensland Garden of Remembrance, Pin-
naroo Cemetery and Crematorium, Brisbane.

Richter, Philip Mackay (3796110), 21, 8RAR, Pte,
Woden Cemetery, Phillip, Canberra.

Thompson, Barry John (2789920), 22, 5RAR, Pte,
Gunning Cemetery, Gunning, NSW.

West, Garry Maxwell (61912), 19, BRAR, Pte,
Garden of Remembrance, Cornelian Bay Public
Cemetery, Hobart.

Whiston, Barry John (1202024), 23, 3CavRegt,
LCpl, Mount Thompson Crematorium, Holland
Park, Brisbane.

February 1971

Kowalski, Peter Francis (1735712), 23. 2RAR,
Pte, Mudgee Cemetery, Brisbane.

Lyddieth, Trevor (26832), 38, RAASC (att
AATTV), WO2, Northern Suburbs Cremato-
rium, Chatswood, Sydney.

Lyvon, Terance Edward (52503), 35, 2A0D, WO 2,
Springvale Cemetery, Springvale, Melboume.
Patten, Raymond Brian {(2141115), 20, 7RAR,

Pte, Rookwood MNecropolis, Rookwood, Syd-

ney.

Ross, Grant Stuart (17101), 27, HQ AFY RAAQOC,
Capt., Queensland Garden of Remembrance,
Pinnarco Cemetery and Crematorium, Bris-
bane.

Talbot, Alan (3797623), 21, 7TRAR, Pte, Fawkner
Crematorium & Memorial Park, Melbourne.

s Information and photos from Australian
War Memorial, Roll of Honour; Department
of Veterans Affairs; Virtual War Memorial,
Australia;, WVietnam Veterans Memorial
Fund Wall of Faces; Find A Grave.

‘At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them ...’




