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Veterans & Families Counselling     
 

OPEN ARMS  
 

1800 011 046 

RICOCHET 
Monthly newsletter of VVAA Sunshine Coast Sub-Branch Inc. MAY 2024 

Governor General David Hurley in-

voked a legacy “to not let the Anzacs 

down” in his final Anzac Day address 

before he steps down in July.   

He said the response of communi-

ties to many challenges had brought 

comfort and given him optimism for 

Australia – “a response that I believe 

draws from the Anzac experience, the 

Anzac legacy as we often call it.” 

“Give us a job to do and we will give 

it our best. While we are doing the job 

we will do it in a way that makes you 

proud.  

“While we are doing the job we will 

look after our mates and continue to 

look after them when the job is done. 

“It is a legacy that we aspire to em-

body; a legacy that we at times fail to 

meet. Yet it is a legacy that we remain 

determined to try to fulfil. It has helped 

define our national character. 

“I know that members of the ADF 

hold to this legacy dearly. ‘To not let 

the Anzacs down’ was a common mo-

tivator for my soldiers in my battalion 

when we deployed to Somalia.  

“This being my last Anzac address 

as Governor-General and Commander

-in-Chief, I want to assure our serving 

personnel we respect 

their service.  

    “They should be 

proud of the uniform 

they wear. They are 

rightful inheritors and 

protectors of the Anzac 

legacy. We are proud 

of them. 

     “On Anzac Day, we 

acknowledge those 

who have chosen to 

serve in our name and 

follow in the steps of 

our Anzac forebears.  

     “We acknowledge 

that they and their fam-

ilies disproportionally bear the cost of 

maintaining our freedoms and way of 

life.  

“We honour them and give thanks. 

We remember and reflect.” 

“Lest we forget our nation’s modern 

roots and how they can help us as a 

country today. 

“Lest we forget the sacrifice and 

pain of so many in uniform and at 

home in our country’s history. Lest we 

forget.” 
 

(The Governor-General’s Anzac Day 
National Address was broadcast on the 
ABC at 6:55 pm AEST on 25 April.) 

 

PICTURED: Then Lieutenant Colonel  
Hurley in Somalia in 1993.—AWM photo. 

Retiring GG invokes Anzac Legacy 

 

CADETS slow march at Caloundra on Anzac Day.  
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VIETNAM VETERANS  

ASSN of AUSTRALIA  

SUNSHINE COAST 

 SUB-BRANCH Inc. 

 

PATRON: Laurie Drinkwater (pictured) 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

President   Michael Howe APM JP (Qual) 

Senior V/President  John Cunnington 

Junior V/President  Gordon Hall 

Secretary             John Cunnington 

Treasurer   Deb Day 

 

Committee Members:   

Pieter Reus    Membership 

Kerry White    Ricochet Editor 

John Cunnington   VV Day 

Athol Johnson   Merchandise 

John Huxham    Assistant Secretary 

John Huxham    Office  Manager 

Bob Johnson 

Mark Doolan 

 

Office Bearers 

 

Graham Scott   DHJ project 

Geoff Jewell   Thursday Breakfast 

Noel Woodall   Honorary Lawyer 

Arthur Fry   Honorary Chaplain  

Frank Redpath  Auditor 

Michael Sheahan  Advertising/Marketing 

Michael Howe   Grants Officer  

Margo Christie  Asst Office Manager 

 

ADVOCATE TEAM 

 

Compensation Advocates 

Helena Smith JP (Qual) 0439241442 

Hospital Visitation  

Alec Chesters   54761594 

Mentor/Assessor 

Helena Smith   0439241442 

Mentor/Well-Being Officer 

Ian (Ernie) Hartshorn  0422670080 

Air Force Association Chris Wessels 

Tracker Dogs Assn.  Ian Atkinson 

Mooloolaba Surf Club Kevin Lynch 

Buderim Hospital  Alec Chesters 

Army Cadets/ARES  Squizzy Taylor 

Air Force Cadets  Chris Wessels  

Naval Cadets   Carl Britz 

  

DISCLAIMER: The committee of Vietnam Veteran Association of Australia Sunshine Coast Sub-Branch Inc. and its individual members take no responsibility for 

errors, omissions or inaccuracies in this newsletter, nor accept liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from the use of information contained in 

this newsletter, and do not warrant that opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia, this 

Sub-branch or the Sub-branch Committee, including individual members. 

Veterans & Families Counselling     
 

OPEN ARMS  
 

24 Hour Crisis Line Toll Free  

1800 011 046 
PO Box 1797, (or 129 Horton Parade) Maroochydore, QLD, 4558  

 

This service provides counselling and support to all veterans of  overseas 
conflicts. The families of Vietnam Veterans are also able to receive counselling 
through us. Group programmes include the Lifestyle Management Program (5 days 
live-in with partner) and the Heart Safe Program (12 month gym). Other therapeutic/
educational groups are being planned for the Sunshine Coast.      

VVAASC SUB-BRANCH  

DROP-IN-CENTRE 
 

Located at the rear of the Library Complex Administration 

Building (upstairs) , Cnr Sixth Avenue and Beach Parade, 

Cotton Tree.  

Office Phone 54794552   

E–mail: secretaryvvaasc@gmail.com 

 

OFFICE OPEN Monday to Friday 0900 to 1200   
(9am — noon).  
 
 
POSH MEETINGS:  Partners Offering Support and 
Hope meet Friday 1- 4pm, informal gathering in the 
meeting room beside the Drop in Centre. Coffee/
tea/chat. 

 

MEETINGS: Return to the third Tuesday of the 
month, 1000hrs Comm Meeting,1100hrs General 
meeting.  Next meeting April. 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

Veterans’ Advice Network (VAN)  
129 Horton Parade, Maroochydore, QLD 4558.      

Free call to Brisbane Office  1800 555 254  

OFFICE NEWS …………………………………….. 
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ANZAC DAY AROUND THE SUNSHINE COAST  

 

Around the Sunshine Coast large crowds representing all ages commemorated Anzac Day  at most centres including (from top 

left clockwise) Glasshouse Mountains, Tewantin-Noosa, Cooroy, Bli Bli, Caloundra and Maroochydore.—photos gleaned from a 

variety of sources including Sunshine Coast News and Facebook pages.  More photos pages 6, 7 and 12. 
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From the President 

Hi Everyone, 

Hope you are all safe and healthy. Another month 

slips by but this one was more interesting. Many thanks 

go to our sales team who manned the stalls at the Sip-

py Downs/Chancellor Park shopping Centre on 23-24 

April, along with others who networked and sold items 

through other agencies.  

Gordon Hall has carriage of the Anzac Day Sales 

project and once again he has excelled in that duty. 

On Anzac Day itself, I attended the Maroochydore 

RSL ceremony which was conducted at the Cotton Tree 

Cenotaph.  

There was a huge turn-out of both dignitaries and 

spectators, and of those I spoke to, all indicated that 

this year’s ceremony definitely out-did those of the past. 

So to all who were involved in the preparation and or-

ganisation of the ceremony, I say a hearty congratula-

tions and well done! 

At the conclusion of the formal service, the Maroochy 

RSL, completely free of charge, issued entry tickets to 

all League, serving and ex-service personnel which 

gained them entry into the Club for a meal and liquor of 

the veteran’s choice.  

As you can imagine, the venue was well populated. 

In all, it was a great day and enjoyed by all in attend-

ance. A ‘well done’ to Maroochy RSL Club. 

I left the Club at 1230hrs and then attended the 

Mudjimba RSL Sub-Branch where the ‘joint was jump-

ing’. A live band was in attendance and the dance floor 

was packed.  

The outdoor Courtyard area at the Club is a marvel, 

and well worth visiting. Once again, this year’s turn-out 

of both service and ex service personnel, together with 

members of the local community were well in advance 

of previous years.  

So it’s another ‘well done’ to those at Mudjimba 

charged with organising the function. 

See you all on Vietnam Veteran’s Day. 

Best Regards, 

Mick Howe, 

President. 
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From the Secretary 

 I remember reading a profound statement 

on the Australian War Memorial’s website 

some time ago.  

It read: “Anzac Day goes beyond the 

Gallipoli landings in 1915. The spirit of 

Anzac with its qualities of courage, mate-

ship and sacrifice continues to have 

meaning for our sense of national identi-

ty.” The overwhelming support for Anzac 

commemorations throughout the country 

on 25 April, clearly demonstrated the truth 

of this statement. 

 I attended the Ceremony at the 

Mudjimba Cenotaph and while not sur-

prised at the number of people that turned 

out, I was particularly taken by the number 

of attending children from schools in the 

area.    

After the ceremony, three shy young 

children approached me and gave me 

“Postcards of Honour” on which the front 

had been decorated with the children’s 

artwork. I’d like to share the messages 

written on the back of the cards. 

I am very thankful to this person who 

receives this card. Signed Liam, (aged 9). 

I’m Layla and I think Anzac Day is im-

portant because it means we have to hon-

our the people who have died in the war. 

Thank you for fighting for our country and 

our people.  Layla, (aged 9).  

My name is Jahnalli. (I’m not sure of 

the spelling). I hope you never quit your 

job because your job keeps us safe. 

Jahnalli, (aged 9).  

PICTURED from top: Liam’s, Layla’s 

and Jahnali’s ‘postcards’. 

On another note, I’d like to thank those 

volunteers who manned the  Anzac Day 

sales  tables at Sippy Downs and Bright-

water:- Gordon Hall, Ann Ginman, Neil 

Ahern, Mick Howe, Bob Johnson, (who 

broke a chair when he sat on it), Eileen 

Cunnington, Mike Sheahan, Kev Lynch, 

George Somalis and  Wayne Lewis.  

Selling the merchandise is actually a 

lot of fun. You tend to meet a variety of 

interesting and generous members of the 

public as well as a few characters. 
 

Until next month, stay safe 

and well. 

Regards 

John Cunnington 
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ANZAC DAY SPECIAL … a drone photo of  the Dawn Service in front of 

Mooloolaba Surf Club taken by TRISTAN HAMSON.  

Special time for generations 

RETIRED New Zealand Army nurse Maureen Javes 

and her granddaughter Catrin at the Kawana Anzac 

Day service. Former Captain Javes served with 2nd 

Field Hospital at Vung Tau in Vietnam as a nurse  in 

1968-69.  

AMONG many enjoying fel-

lowship at Maroochy RSL 

club after the parade on An-

zac Day were Michael Gay 

and Mal Overend. 

LEFT: Marchers at the Nam-

bour parade which also at-

tracted a large crowd.  
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CAMP GREGORY  

VETERANS  

RETREAT 

40 ACRE RURAL PROPERTY  

ADJACENT TO GREGORY  

RIVER – FISHING AND CRABBING, 

OPEN FIRES ALLOWED. 

Hot Showers and Toilets 

168 Darville Road 

 Woodgate  

Phone Caretakers Rebecca 

or Simon 0499 728 800 

Free to all Veterans travelling 

with their families and First 

Responders 

Maximum stay two weeks 

Lest We 

Forget 

LARGE crowds repre-

senting all ages were 

out for Anzac Day 

including (clockwise 

from top left)  Buderim 

with Mayor Rosanna 

Natoli present (on 

right), Kawana Waters 

and Beerwah.  The 

Mayor’s son was in the 

parade. 
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Keith Payne says the Victoria Cross he earned in Vietnam in 

1969 was the signal honour of his long and decorated life. 

At 90, he is the doyen of Australia’s living VC recipients, 

the soldier’s soldier who never doubted where his duty lay. 

“What happens in war, stays in war,” Mr Payne insists, and 

on this day of days for our veterans and service personnel he 

has come out with guns blazing in defence of fellow VC hold-

er Ben Roberts-Smith. 

Until now, Mr Payne has kept his distance from the claims 

and counterclaims swirling around Mr Roberts-Smith’s con-

duct in Afghanistan that led to him launching an ill-fated Fed-

eral Court defamation case against the Nine newspapers last 

year and being branded a war criminal by the trial judge. Mr 

Roberts-Smith is appealing the decision. 

While Mr Payne won’t be drawn on the detail of the devas-

tating civil finding against Mr Roberts-Smith, he told The Aus-

tralian he wouldn’t turn his back on a fellow soldier either, just 

as he refused to abandon the 40 wounded or cut-off com-

rades he was credited with saving all those years ago in Vi-

etnam. 

“In Ben’s case, I am very, very sorry and a little angry that 

that sort of thing happened to him,” he said ahead of a round 

of Anzac Day appearances in Melbourne. 

“Because what happens in war, stays in war. There are 

many, many things that happened during the First World War, 

the Second World War and the campaigns since that have 

never been mentioned because it belongs to war and it 

should remain in the war.” 

Asked if he counted Mr Roberts-

Smith as a friend, Mr Payne (ABOVE)  

said: “Of course. If I could, I would offer 

him a job … I wish Ben all the best of 

luck.”  

Contrary to some accounts, Mr Rob-

erts-Smith, 45, is not Australia’s most 

decorated living soldier. 

That honour belongs to Mr Payne, 

who holds four medals for gallantry, 

including the VC, and 27 other military 

decorations, against Mr Roberts-Smith’s 

still impressive tally of three bravery 

awards and 11 decorations. 

Mr Payne also holds the distinction 

of being the last Australian to receive 

the VC as an imperial honour; the other 

three surviving VC holders, Mr Roberts-

Smith and fellow Afghanistan veterans 

Mark Donaldson and Daniel Keighran, 

were awarded the Victoria Cross for 

Australia, instigated in 1991. 

- continued next page. 

KEITH PAYNE BACKS ROBERTS-SMITH 
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- from previous page.  

What does it take to earn the ultimate recognition for brav-

ery in war? A reflective Mr Payne said: “You know, what oc-

curred was pure and simple doing my duty, what I was re-

sponsible for. That goes back to a lot of the holders of the 

Victoria Cross … as hard as it is, you’ve just got to do your 

duty.” 

Mr Payne remains surprised that he survived that chaotic 

night in May 1969 when he was on secondment to the US 

special forces command, leading a company of elite South 

Vietnamese troops stiffened by Australian and American 

combat specialists … confronted on three sides by a vastly 

superior force of North Vietnamese regulars, most of Mr 

Payne’s men were driven back and separated from the strag-

glers and wounded. He was determined to reach them. 

After organising a defensive perimeter, he spent hours 

crawling through the jungle to make contact with the 40-odd 

survivors. He carried some back to safety and organised the 

rescue of the rest, then led the battered company past the 

North Vietnamese positions to a nearby US base. 

Remarkably, Mr Payne himself was injured: a rocket splin-

ter had slammed into his skull and he didn’t want to touch the 

heavily bleeding wound, reasoning if he didn’t know how bad 

it was, he wouldn’t have to worry about it. He was knocked off 

his feet by a mortar explosion and also hit in a hand and arm. 

“A few minutes in there were pretty hairy,” 

he said. “Yes, I was bloody scared. But your 

concern is not only for yourself, it’s for your 

men and your family in case things don’t 

work out.” 

He agrees wholeheartedly with advertis-

ing guru John Singleton, who recently issued 

“an apology … from a coward” to Mr Roberts-

Smith (pictured right) in a paid spot in The 

Australian, that people who haven’t gone to war shouldn’t 

judge those who have. “That is why things that happen in 

war, remain in war,” Mr Payne said. 

Rejecting the contention that the former SAS trooper 

should be stripped of his VC, he said: “You can’t take the ac-

tion away from the man … it is not allowable under the rec-

ord.” 

Asked what Anzac Day meant to him, Mr Payne said: “It 

means everything … a show of respect each year for those 

who made the supreme sacrifice in carrying out their duty 

against an enemy of our nation. 

“That’s why the general public stands and watches the old 

Diggers marching up the street. It’s a day when the country 

says thank you.” 

-- From The Australian, 24 April 2024, by Jamie Walker, 

Associate Editor. 
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Preparations for Scootaville 2024 are well underway, 

says organiser Trevor Benneworth. “This year we are 

holding the event in both Queensland and New South 

Wales.  

“Last year was a huge success, all those who partici-

pated had a great old time and we managed to raise 

$30,200 for Legacy.   

“This year we are fortunate to have both Merv 

Hughes and Ian Healy join us for part of the Queens-

land trip and our aim is to raise $100,000.  

“This year funds will be divided equally between Leg-

acy which cares for the families of lost or injured service 

men and women and also the National Body of the Air 

Force Association which cares for homeless Veterans. 

“If you would like to be part of this fun event, there is 

still time, you can nominate for either the Qld or NSW 

event, or both. You can come as either a rider or as a 

supporter, though scooter riders will need a motor-cycle 

licence.  

“We provide everything, scooter, jacket, helmet, bed-

ding, overnight accommodation and most meals.  

“For more information including routes and timeta-

bles, even to nominate, go here: https://

www.radschool.org.au/scootaville/ 

“Fill in the form and get it back to us.  Numbers are 

limited due to the availability of accommodation, so I'd 

suggest you get in early. 

“For further information, Trevor Benneworth: Phone 
0414 359 173; email scootaville@radschool.org.au ). 
 

BELOW: Not everyone is on a scooter. 

SCOOTERVILLLE RIDING AGAIN—ACROSS TWO STATES 

mailto:scootaville@radschool.org.au
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Mobile + Clinic Denture Service
Repairs while you wait OR 

we pick up and return 

❖ DVA Gold Card holders welcome
❖ Complete mobile denture service

❖ New full or partial dentures
❖ Same day reline service

❖ Implant retained dentures
❖ Over 35 years experience
❖ Recognised by all major health funds

❖ Express service available

Darren Fletcher
Dip D.T Adv Dip D.P. (Syd)

Dental Prosthetist

07 5444 6116
1/130 Brisbane Rd, Mooloolaba
E: reception@advanceoral.com.au

W: www.advanceoraldentures.com.au

Advance Oral Denture Clinic

University of Adelaide and Oxford University study has dis-
covered asbestos exposure led to a higher incidence of as-
bestos-related lung cancers in British and Australian naval 
personnel than in other armed forces.  

The data were collected from 30,085 United Kingdom and 
Australian personnel who served in the ’50s and ’60s, a time 
when asbestos-containing materials were present in British 
and Australian naval vessels.  

Three of the four cohorts had previously been studied by 
the University of Adelaide and the UK Health Security Agen-
cy to identify the effects of radiation exposure from British 
nuclear testing; however, a raised incidence of mesothelio-
ma, a cancer strongly linked to asbestos exposure, was seen 
in naval personnel in all cohorts.  

The University of Adelaide’s Dr Richie Gun and Oxford 
University’s Dr Gerry Kendall were prompted by this finding 
to examine the dataset for the occurrence of lung cancers, 
which can also arise from asbestos exposure.  

The fourth cohort was Australian veterans of the Korean 
War, which had been studied by the Australian Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare.  

“We found the lung cancer rate was higher overall in naval 
personnel than in the other armed services, and, while smok-
ing remains the dominant cause of lung cancer, it is unlikely 
the excess could be explained by a higher smoking rate in 
the navy,” Dr Gun said.  

“Although actual measurements of airborne asbestos lev-
els were not available, and estimates are difficult, we have 
concluded that the higher lung cancer rate in sailors was 
most probably caused by onboard asbestos exposure.  

“This conclusion was strengthened by the occurrence of 

deaths in sailors from asbestosis, a condition which is non-
cancerous but is nevertheless disabling and potentially fatal.” 

The researchers have estimated that the proportion of 
lung cancers related to onboard asbestos exposure were of 
the order of 27 per cent in Australian seamen and 12 per cent 
in British seamen.  

While there is a ban on imports and strict regulatory con-
trol of asbestos-containing materials in Australia, they still 
pose a risk to workers and some householders.  

Dr Gun said the effects of asbestos exposure are likely 
being underestimated unless lung cancer is considered 
alongside mesothelioma and asbestosis.  

“Although it remains true that smoking causes most lung 
cancers, other agents such as asbestos can contribute to the 
incidence of cancer in an exposed population,” he said.  

“Moreover, we know from other studies that the combina-
tion of smoking and asbestos exposure has an enhanced 
influence on lung cancer risk; this interactive effect would 
have contributed to the observed lung cancer excess.”  

The discovery of a link between asbestos exposure and a 
higher incidence of lung cancer is a timely reminder of the 
need for protections against exposure to other harmful air-
borne dusts.  

“Strict control measures are required to protect workers 
potentially exposed not only to asbestos but to other hazard-
ous dusts, such as dust from engineered stone now installed 
in many kitchens,” said Dr Gun.  

Asbestos link for sailors 
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VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 

SUNSHINE COAST SUB-BRANCH 

Minutes of Committee Meeting16 April 2024 

Opening: Meeting opened at 1142 hours.  Ode to the Fallen recited by John Cunnington. Attendance/Apologies: As per attendance  book. 

Previous minutes: The March Committee Minutes had previously been distributed to all committee members for perusal. Moved John Cunnington, in the 

absence of President Mick Howe that the March Minutes be accepted. Seconded Gordon Hall. Carried.  

Correspondence/Secretary’s Report: Advice received that the Council would replace the carpets. Application for meeting dates between July and De-

cember has been submitted to Council. Alex Chester’s report distributed. Moved John Cunnington. Seconded Gordon Hall. Carried . 

Treasurer’s Report:   Deb Day presented the Treasurer’s Report. Copies were made available to all committee members in attendance. Deb will be 

away from 2 May to 26 May, but is contactable via email.  Moved Deb Day. Seconded John Huxham. Carried.  

Business Arising: It was suggested that the Committee investigate reimbursement for volunteers who incur expenses in performance of their duties. 

Membership: There are currently 173  financial members. Numbers have increased since an email was sent to the “unfinancials”. As per a previous 

decision, Life Subscription for General Members will be considered at a later date.  Moved Pieter Reuss. Seconded John Huxham. Carried. 

Ricochet: No report this month.  

Office manager:  John Huxham thanked Deb Day for providing the detailed asset list. Moved John Huxham. Seconded Deb Day. Carried. 

Sub-Committee: John Cunnington advised that Vietnam Veterans Day planning is in hand. Costs will increase this year due to the event being on a 

Sunday when penalty rates will apply. 

Mick Howe is negotiating with the Maroochy RSL regarding collection of chairs for the V V Day Ceremony. Discussions are on-going. Bus quotes re-

ceived and First Aid Volunteers booked. Council has approved a three-year permit for the event. Moved John Cunnington. Seconded John Huxham. Car-

ried 

DHJ: No report. 

General Business: Anzac Day Sales - Mick Howe and Bob Johnson will do the full two days at Spotlight. Gordon Hall to organize the sales for Sippy 

Downs. John Cunnington to assist. Volunteers required for Sippy Downs and John Cunnington to phone around for assistance. A meeting will be organ-

ised to discuss an amendment to the constitution in relation to Fair Trading advice that the association’s categorization as a small non-profit organization 

mitigates the need for an independent auditor’s report. 

Laurie Drinkwater’s submission for a grant for 128 ACU Yandina was tabled and will be referred to the Finance Committee. 

Closure: There being no further business, the meeting closed at 1224 hours. 
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Full log-book servicing, roadworthy certificates, 
air-con repairs and servicing, brakes, clutches and all 
mechanical repairs. 

Your ANZAC quiz ... 

1. What do the initials ANZAC stand for? 

2. Why do we wear poppies on Anzac Day? 

3. Where is Gallipoli? 

4. Why do we commemorate Anzac Day on 25 April? 

5. Why were Australian soldiers called ‘Diggers’? 

6. When did the First World War end? (Bonus point if 

you know the time of day). 

7. Where is the Tomb of the Unknown Australian Sol-

dier? 

8. What is Bully Beef? 

9. Which branch of the armed forces did legendary 

cricket all-rounder Keith Miller join? 

10. Which two AFL teams contest the traditional Anzac 
Day match at the MCG? - answers page 16 

ANZAC DAY at Mooloolaba (right) and Mudjimba.  
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When you’re laughing, the whole world laughs with you 
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CADETS on bivouac.—ABC photo. 

As time goes by … enjoying catch-up at April Riflemen’s lunch  

SEE you there again on first Friday at 

Mooloolaba Surf Club. 
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Your Chaplain is back at his desk, complete with nine toes! I am getting 

better, slowly, but still in the care of SCUH Foot Clinic, but now seen 

only every two weeks. I am slowly getting back into stride, having taken 

the prayers segment at the Caloundra RSL this Anzac Day. 

I am pleased to announce that after praying for a certain situation in 

New Zealand, since I first reported the story in my column in ‘Ricochet’ 

in July 2008, that when we pray to our Heavenly Father, we can expect 

a reply. Then we prayed that a friend of mine in C924, his Great Uncle 

Ritz Alexander, had died as a result of his injuries in the Great War, 

and that his family were advised that he could not be buried in the Mili-

tary Section at the Kiora Cemetery in Wellington, as he was declared 

an ‘Enemy Alien’ at his death. 

Ritz had come to New Zealand as an 18-year-old in 1915 from Leb-

anon, then under the  Ottoman Empire. The war was raging in Europe 

between the Germans, Italians, and his homeland, Lebanon, was occu-

pied by the Turks. Ritz enlisted in the First Expeditionary Force in New 

Zealand and headed towards the war zone; missing out on going to the 

battle at Gallipoli, he travelled on to France. While fighting there, Ritz 

won a meritorious medal for capturing a German gun emplacement and 

incidentally, he liberated a German officer’s sword! 

Injured by a gas attack, he was hospitalized and ultimately evacuat-

ed to New Zealand where in poor health, he died in 1924. That is when 

he was buried in the General Cemetery at Wellington. The authorities 

advised of his new status of ‘Enemy Alien’. 

His case has been pursued through his grandson in New Zealand, 

and his great nephew in Australia, Peter, a Caloundra resident. They 

have appeared on national TV in New Zealand on many occasions to 

bring Uncle Ritz’s case to public notice, without avail. 

I spoke with his grandson in New Zealand last year, who said fresh 

hope is on the horizon in that the RSA, the New Zealand equivalent of 

our RSL, had taken over the control of the Kiora Military Cemetery, and 

were re-considering Ritz’s case. I met my Caloundra friend, Ritz’s great 

nephew, recently and he told me that the RSA had approved the instal-

lation of a headstone in the military cemetery for Ritz Alexander, but 

that the original grave, now 100 years old, would not be disturbed. 

The family can now be assured that closure is near, and Ritz Alex-

ander has been restored to New Zealand citizen status from ‘Enemy 

Alien’. Which also proves that pray works, even if it has taken 100 

years, God does answer our prayers, but in His time. 

So, let us keep praying to our Heavenly and omnipotent God, for all 

our needs. Until next month, may God continue to bless you all. 

 

Arthur Fry 

Honorary chaplain 

  Fireside with the  Padre 
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ADAVALE VETERANS RETREAT                                         

 

Rest and Recover 
Welcomes Veterans, Ex-service, First Responders.  Modern 
Dongas with Ensuites, Air-conditioned, King size single bed, 
Fridge. $30/night. The Rest $50/night. Soon to be licensed 

and with Commercial Kitchen 
Owned and operated by Adavale Veterans Retreat Inc., Lot 

701-702 Shepherd Street, Adavale Qld 
Contact: Mobile 0491 897 966.  Email adavaleveter-

ansretreat@gmail.com www.adavaleveteransretreat.org 
ABN 52 629 925 319 

Quiz answers from page 12  

1. Australian and New Zealand Army Corps 

2. They were among the first plants to spring up in the dev-

astated battlefields of northern France and Belgium. 

3. Western Turkey 

4. The ANZACs landed at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915 

5. The nickname is attributed to the number of ex-gold min-

ers in the early army units and to the trench digging activi-

ties of the Australian soldiers during WW1. 

6. 11am on 11 November 1918 

7. In the Hall of Memory at the Australian War Memorial, 

Canberra. 

8. It’s the name of a canned meat given to soldiers in the 

field. 

9. The Royal Australian Air Force. He later went on to be-

come part of Bradman’s 1948 ‘Invincibles’. 

10. Essendon and Collingwood. 

ANZAC SCHOOL VISIT 
 MEMBER Win Fowles attended a pre-Anzac Day ceremo-
ny at Palmwoods State School along with two RSL repre-
sentatives. He placed a wreath at the school display 
(pictured). “The 450 students and staff did a great job 
and it was an honour to attend,” he said. Each class also 
made a wreath and laid it at the display. Photo by a staff 
member. 
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 TIMELINE MAY 

Sources include:  

https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/defining-

moments-timeline  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Military_history_of_Australia_during_the_Vietnam_War 

https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/atwar 

https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar 

ARTIST’s impression of Port Moresby battle.— Air Force Shop . 

1 May 1802: Two years after the arrival of the First Fleet, Ab-

original warrior Pemulwuy began to resist the incursion of 

white settlers onto his people’s traditional lands. Despite be-

ing seriously wounded in 1797, he eluded capture until 1-2 

June 1802 when he was shot dead. 

2 May 1945: Soviets take Berlin as the fall of the city sig-

nalled the end of the Second World War in Europe. 

7 May 1815: Establishment of the inland town of Bathurst, 

which was one of Governor Lachlan Macquarie’s many 

achievements and marked the beginning of the spread of Eu-

ropean settlement west of the Blue Mountains. 

13 May 1968: In Vietnam Australia’s Fire Support Base Coral 

attacked. The partly-constructed base, north of Saigon, was 

defended by Australian infantry, artillery, and air support 

when it was attacked by North Vietnamese troops. Eleven 

Australians were killed and 28 wounded before the attackers 

were driven back. On 16 May the base was attacked again 

with five Australians killed and 19 wounded. On 26 and 28 

May, nearby FSB Balmoral was attacked with the loss of 

three Australians.  

14 May 1943: The hospital ship Centaur was sunk by a Japa-

nese submarine off the south Queensland coast. Only 64 of 

the 333 on board survived. 

16 May 1868: The first Australian cricket team arrived in Eng-

land for a series of matches. The team consisted of 13 Abo-

riginal men from the western district of Victoria. The tour 

made headlines in England and Australia and continues to be 

a significant moment in Australia’s cricketing history, racial 

relations and national identity. 

18 May 1813: Gregory Blaxland, William Charles Wentworth 

and William Lawson became the first European settlers to 

successfully navigate a path across the Blue Mountains. 

24 May 1962: Minister for Defence Athol Townley announces 

the intention to send 30 Army advis-

ers to South Vietnam. On 3 August 

the first members of the Australian 

Army Training Team Vietnam arrive 

in Vietnam. As the situation develops, 

on 27 May 1965, 1 Battalion, Royal 

Australian Regiment, leaves for Vi-

etnam on HMAS Sydney. 

24 May 1966: Private Errol Noack 

(right) of 5 Battalion, Royal Australi-

an Regiment, was killed in Vietnam. 

He was the first Australian national 

serviceman to be killed in the Vi-

etnam War. 

27 May 1967: After 10 years of campaigning, a referendum 

on Indigenous recognition in the Australian constitution was 

held. The lead-up to the poll focused public attention on the 

fact that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders were treated 

as second-class citizens. Nearly 91 per cent of the electorate 

voted to amend the constitution. 

30 May 1917: Introduction of soldier settlements during the 

First World War, The schemes ultimately proved to be a fail-

ure and had profound social and ecological effects. 

30 May 1942: The RAAF took part in the first 1,000-bomber 

raid which was launched by the RAF. The target was Co-

logne, Germany. 

31 May 1942: Three Japanese midget submarines raid Syd-
ney Harbour. 
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‘At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them …’ 

Roll of Honour — Vietnam, May 1962-75 


