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National President’s Report.
Recently I took part in a DVA sponsored video conference and briefing related to the Digital Readiness and other Matters Legislation that is currently before parliament and under review by a Senate committee, a copy of the legislation, explanatory notes and the DVA submission to the Senate Committee have been distributed to state branches and sub branches.
Since then a senate enquiry into the Safety Rehabilitation Compensation (Defence) legislation has commenced and called for submissions from interested parties.
There has been a lot of miss-information regarding these pieces of legislation that conflict
with the briefings and information I have received from DVA and by reading the draft legislations, much I believe, is based on an assumption and conviction by some that the Minister
for Veterans Affairs and DVA are working against the best interests of the veteran community?
I would suggest to those disenchanted with the current system to investigate the alternatives,
for example, compare the services and benefits available through DVA with the other government departments services i.e. compare DVA with Centrelink?
DVA is by no means perfect and there are veterans that truly believe they have entitlements
that have been rejected and that is always difficult for those involved, however, when I compare the numbers to those that have been able to link their disabilities and circumstances to
military service and whose lives are better because of the services provided by DVA I cannot justify, in my mind, a change from DVA.
I would prefer to work with the minister and the department to identify areas that need attention and improve the current systems rather than start again.
Over the years the V.V.A.A. have contributed to a number of service improvements by putting a positive case to government, we achieved the Vietnam Veterans Counselling Service
(VVCS), recognition of the effects of chemical exposure in Vietnam, Men’s Health Peer Education Program, returning our war dead from Vietnam and Malaysia, then last years commemorations of the 50th anniversary of the battle of Long Tan, could we have achieved
those milestones without a Department of Veterans’ Affairs?
We are seen as an association that lives by it’s motto “Honour the dead and fight like hell
for the living” we have a degree of credibility envied by others.
We should not rest on our laurels, we should continue to review and criticise where needed
any proposals or programs put forward but we should not object to or criticise proposals
without good reason based on full and open minded investigation and discussion.
Ken Foster OAM JP
National President
DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is
intended to be advice on any particular matter. NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DEBRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular
circumstances. The VVAA, the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the
contents of DEBRIEF.
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OUR MILITARY HISTORY– MARCH
5 March 1970 HMAS Sydney arrives at Fremantle, en route to Sydney On board was
5th Ba alion, Royal Australian Regiment, which had completed a tour in Vietnam.
HMAS Sydney made 21 voyages to Vietnam during the war.
Editors note; this history is taken from the Australian War Memorial web site and for this month is the only
entry related to the Vietnam War?

9 SQUADRON RAAF
1962 to 1971 ‐ SQUADRON REFORMATION & VIETNAM
No. 9 Squadron was reformed in June 1962 and equipped with Iroquois UH‐1B helicopters for
RAAF search and rescue requirements. Army support soon became the primary role and the
Squadron deployed to Vietnam with 8 aircra in June 1966 to provide tac cal air transport
support for 1 Australian Task Force.
Early in 1968, the Squadron re‐equipped with 16 Iroquois UH‐1H helicopters and developed
comprehensive ba leﬁeld support roles – including an integral Gunship capability – sup‐
por ng Australia/NZ, Vietnamese and US forces. Aircra losses and personnel casual es were
low over 5.5 years of Vietnam War involvement reﬂec ng very eﬀec ve conduct of ba le‐
ﬁeld support opera ons. The squadron redeployed to Australia in December 1971.
HONOURS & AWARDS, NO. 9 SQUADRON RAAF
VIETNAM WAR – 1966 to 1971
(The Australian Order of Precedence of Awards)
_____
4 x DSO (Companion of the Dis nguished Service Order)
2 x MBE (Member of the Order of the Bri sh Empire)
32 x DFC (Dis nguished Flying Cross)
RAN 1, RAAF 26, RNZAF 5
1 x CGM (Conspicuous Gallantry Medal)
1 x GM (George Medal)
9 x DFM (Dis nguished Flying Medal)
1 x BEM(G) (Bri sh Empire Medal for Gallantry)
2 x BEM (Bri sh Empire Medal)
38 x MID (Men oned‐in‐Dispatches)
RAN 2, RAAF 34, RNZAF 2
1 x Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry (with Silver Star)
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Non-liability health care

The Government’s 2016-17 Budget measure to extend the eligibility for non-liability health
care (NLHC) treatment for mental health conditions is now in effect.
This means that all those who have served in the Australian Defence Force (ADF) permanent forces are now eligible for health care for a range of mental health conditions without
needing to prove that the condition has arisen from, or is linked to, their service. Reservists
are also eligible if they have any period of continuous full-time service.
The conditions covered under this arrangement are:
post-traumatic stress disorder;
depressive disorder;
anxiety disorder;
alcohol use disorder; and
substance use disorder.
Treatment is provided through a DVA Health Card – For Specific Conditions (White Card)
and may include services provided by a general practitioner, medical specialist, psychologist,
social worker, occupational therapist or psychiatrist, as well as hospital services, specialist
PTSD programs, and pharmaceuticals.
The White Card also confers eligibility to access counselling services through the Veterans
and Veterans Families Counselling Service - VVCS.
The new arrangements also make it easier to apply. Applications no longer need to be
lodged on an official form, but can instead be made over the phone or by email. In addition
to this, a diagnosis is no longer required prior to being approved for NLHC treatment. Instead, a diagnosis from a general practitioner, psychiatrist or clinical psychologist can be
provided to DVA within six months of approval. Once a diagnosis of one or more of the five
conditions is provided, treatment approval becomes permanent.
For more information:
DVA Factsheet: http://www.dva.gov.au/factsheet-hsv109-non-liability-health-care
From: Audrina Wilkinson [mailto:audrina@whoishos ngthismail.com]
Subject: Suggested coding resource for veterans
I wanted to suggest a resource to add to this page ‐ h p://www.vvaa.org.au/links.htm.
We’ve compiled a list of bootcamps, courses and materials to speciﬁcally help veterans that are
looking to learn to code.
Here’s the link ‐ h p://wiht.link/veteranscoding.
Perhaps you’d consider adding our page next me you update this page because I think many
people will ﬁnd this useful.
Best Regards,
Audrina
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MAIL BOX
REUNION– 30 TERMINAL SQN RAE.
I am trying to organise a reunion for current and ex members of 30 terminal Sqn (Termites)
We are having a reunion in Sydney next year on the 17‐19 Nov 2017 and this is also the 75th anniver‐
sary of the trade
And we would like to ﬁnd any of the boys and pass on this invite
My details are below
Any help will be much appreciated
Craig Ingram 0407173321 craigingram@westnet.com.au

REUNION –2RAR ASSOCIATION.
The reunion coincides with the 50th Anniversary of the departure of 2RAR on HMAS Sydney from
Brisbane on 19 May 1967. The following are the details of the reunion:
When: 17 ‐ 21 May 2017 Where: Brisbane (centre of gravity South Bank)
For more informa on: Contact: Gordon Hurford
by email 2rarsecretary@gmail.com or telephone 0407 926 270.
Reunion Hotline is (07) 3342 4272
"Second to None"

REUNION—D COY, 4 RAR
4 RAR D Company 1st Tour South Vietnam 68/69
Reunion – Ulverstone, Tasmania 23‐28 April 2017
Expressions of interest please contact Margie King on 0407 243 357 or
margieking52@hotmail.com (for Rob Peebles).

HAVE YOUR SAY— LETTERS TO DEBRIEF ARE WELCOME
The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families. Brief,
to the point letters have a better chance of publication. Photographs should be of good colour,
quality and subject matter, in jpg or similar format. Text should be submitted in Word format
with minimum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vietnam Unit and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au
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MAIL BOX
From: Michael and Margaret [mailto:mdudman@xtra.co.nz]
Sent: Monday, 6 February 2017 3:30 PM
To: treasurer@vvaa.org.au
Subject: 2 RAR/ANZAC Bn 67/68
Hi
My name is Mike Dudman, I was2IC V2 Coy with 2RAR Nov 67‐Jun 68 and our Coy is
having a reunion on 11 Nov 17 to mark 50 years since we deployed from 1 RNZIR in Ter‐
endak to Vung Tau.We are looking for the whereabouts of Sam Farmer who was Mor Pl
Comd and was on ops with us as an FO during TET 68 and we’d like to make contact
with him. Are you able to help? Grateful for any help or leads
Kind regards
Mike Dudman
Because they had no reservations at a busy restaurant, my elderly
neighbour and his wife were told there would be a 45 minute wait for a
table.
"Young man, we're both 90 years old," the husband said. "We may not
have 45 minutes."
They were seated immediately.

THE WAR WIDOWS GUILD OF AUSTRALIA
“We all belong to each other. We all need each other. It is in serving each other and in sacriﬁcing for

our common good that we are ﬁnding our true life.”
A strong part of the Guilds History is the origins of its Logo.
The kookaburra was adopted as the Guilds Logo from its early
inception and remains today.
The Kookaburra is also present on all War Widows' Guild Badges.

YOUR ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN DEBRIEF
States and sub branches are encouraged to contribute reports on their activities,
particularly an opportunity to let others know what is happening in your area.
Email text in Word or photos in JPG to the editor at www.debrief@vvaa.org.au
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERNAS’ AFFAIRS NEWS
Senate Inquiry into Suicide by veterans and ex‐service personnel
Department of Veterans’ Aﬀairs (DVA) Secretary Simon Lewis PSM recently reminded
members of the veteran and Defence communi es that support is available for anyone
who may be disturbed by the Senate Inquiry into Suicide by veterans and ex‐service per‐
sonnel public hearings.
"DVA can pay for treatment for ﬁve mental health condi ons – post‐trauma c stress dis‐
order, depression, anxiety, and alcohol and substance misuse – for anyone who has
served at least one day in the full‐ me Australian Defence Force (ADF)," Mr Lewis said.
"This is irrespec ve of when or where they served or the type of service, and the condi‐
on does not have to be service‐related.
"Accessing treatment is fast and simple – just call DVA on 133 254 or 1800 555 254, for
regional callers, or email nlhc@dva.gov.au."
Mr Lewis encouraged members of the veteran and Defence communi es who may be
upset by the public hearings, including witnesses and those who observe the hearings in
person or through media repor ng, to contact the Veterans and Veterans Families Coun‐
selling Service (VVCS) for support.
"VVCS provides specialised mental health services to around 27,000 current and former
ADF members and their families each year.
"Services include face‐to‐face and telephone counselling for individuals and families
through VVCS centres around Australia and a strong network of outreach counsellors in
regional and rural areas.
"Clinicians also work with couples and families on rela onship issues that arise from the
unique demands of military life, and run a range of group programs, including free sui‐
cide preven on workshops for members of the veteran community," he said
VVCS is free and conﬁden al and available 24/7 on 1800 011 046. For more informa on,
visit the VVCS website or follow VVCS on Facebook.
Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) and Veterans Line
24 hours a day across Australia for crisis support and free and conﬁden al counselling.
Phone 1800 011 046.
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UNIT HISTORIES –VIETNAM

1st Ba alion, Royal Australian Regiment
In 1945 Australia sent three units to Japan as part of the Bri sh Commonwealth Occupa‐
on Force (BCOF). Originally known as the 65th, 66th and 67th Infantry Ba alions, they
were raised from Australian divisions sta oned in New Guinea at the end of the Second
World War. On 23 November 1948, the ba alions were renamed the First, Second and
Third Ba alion, The Australian Regiment, respec vely. The preﬁx "Royal" was granted by
King George VI on 31 March 1949.
Prior to its departure, 1RAR was based at Holsworthy barracks, Sydney. It arrived in Vi‐
etnam throughout March‐June, 1965. It was deployed to the United States Bien Hoa Air
Base in Bien Hoa province. It was the third infantry ba alion a ached to the US 173rd
Airborne Brigade (Paratroopers).
Ini ally, 1RAR was restricted to security opera ons defending the airbase. However, in
September 1965, the Australian government li ed these restric ons, and 1RAR was able
to be fully employed as a manoeuvre ba alion. It par cipated in search and destroy mis‐
sions, patrolling and security opera ons. 1RAR's patrol program reduced enemy ac vity
around the Bien Hoa Airbase to an all‐ me low.
In early 1966 1RAR was involved in Opera on Crimp (8‐14 January). This was a search‐
and‐destroy opera on in the Hobo Woods, north of Saigon. During Crimp, 1RAR uncov‐
ered the Cu Chi tunnel complex. A search of the tunnels resulted in the capture of thou‐
sands of documents, weapons and supplies.
As a result of its successful patrolling tac cs, 1RAR was asked by the US 1st Infantry Divi‐
sion ("The Big Red One") to par cipate in Opera on Rolling Stone (19‐26 February). The
ba alion provided security for US army engineers who were building a road. Once the
opera on had ﬁnished the ba alion returned to the 173rd Airborne Brigade.
1RAR was relieved by the First Australian Task Force (1ATF) during May‐June 1966. It re‐
turned to Australia in June.
1RAR returned to Vietnam for a second tour, relieving 7RAR on 9 April 1968. It was
based at Nui Dat in Phuoc Tuy province, and was primarily involved in patrols, searches,
reconnaissance and security opera ons.
8
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1RAR History con nued

On 12 May 1RAR was redeployed north of Saigon for Opera on Toan Thang (21 April ‐ 7
June). This opera on aimed at blocking the communist withdrawal following the 1968
Tet Oﬀensive. 1RAR patrolled the Bien Hoa‐Bien Nuong border. On 11 May the ba alion
arrived at Fire Support Base Coral. The base was a acked twice, ﬁrstly on 13 May and
again on 16 May. Both a acks were repulsed. On 6 June Coral was closed, and 1RAR re‐
turned to Nui Dat.
A follow‐up opera on, Toan‐Thang II (13 June ‐ 18 July 1968), saw the ba alion move to
the Bien Hoa‐Long Khanh border. 1RAR par cipated from 13 June to 3 July.
The ba alion con nued to carry out patrolling opera ons in Phuoc Tuy province for the
remainder of its second tour. It was replaced by 5RAR on 15 February 1969. 1RAR de‐
parted for Australia the following day, arriving in Sydney on 28 February.
The 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) to which the 1st Ba alion, Royal Australian Regi‐
ment and suppor ng units were a ached, was awarded the Republic of Vietnam Cross
of Gallantry with Palm unit cita on for the forma on's service from the 6th of May 1965
to the 31st of May 1966. Though 1RAR was a ached to the 173rd Airborne Brigade as
the third ba alion and served in seven of the Brigade's opera ons, due to government
policy on the acceptance of foreign awards, the award was not automa cally conferred
to the Australians.
On the 11th of May 2015, following a three year review by the Defence Honours and
Awards Appeals Tribunal, 1RAR was retrospec vely awarded the Republic of Vietnam
Cross of Gallantry with Palm unit cita on.
Related conﬂicts; Vietnam, 1962‐1975
Ba le honours; • Coral‐Balmoral • Hat Dich
Commanding oﬃcers; Brumﬁeld, Ivan Rupert Wilson
Decora ons; First tour: 2 DSO; 3 MBE; 3 MC; 9 MM; 4 BEM; 10 MID; Second tour: 1 DSO;
3 MC; 3 DCM; 1MM; 11 MID
Editors Note: This record taken from the Australian War Memorial web site, any errors or
in par cular omissions should in the ﬁrst instance be referred to them .

VETERAN FRIENDLY RETREATS
Future lis ng of these facili es should be available on the various VVAA State branch web sites and
these can be accessed through the web site www.vvaa.org.au
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V.V.A.A. NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S VISIT TO QUEENSLAND
As Na onal President I was invited to a end the V.V.A.A. Queensland Branch Annual General Mee ng
(and associated mee ngs of the State management Group) at Remembrance House, Burpengarry Qld
on 24 to 26th February 2017.
Remembrance House is an example of what can be achieved with dedica on and commitment to the
welfare of the veterans community and I was proud to see in person the great work con nueing in
that area.
Not only providing services and resources for Vietnam veterans but including the younger veterans
and working with the local community to enhance the valuable resource the house represents.
The State President Peter Hindle, while being a rough diamond leads and mo vates a team that in‐
cluded all sub branches in that state, he is an example of what can be achieved and counter to the
trend in other areas con nues to group the state branch.
Of course Peter can only be successful with the support of an enthusias c execu ve and state man‐
agement group made up of sub branch delegates.
Thank you Queensland for the opportunity to spend me with you and get a real insight into your ac‐
vi es, you are a mo va ng force and example for others.
I will ﬁnish by adding a series of photographs of the Remembrance House precinct.
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V.V.A.A. QUEENSLAND—REMEMBERANCE HOUSE

The Tucker Hut

The Tucker hut led ﬂoor

Ken Foster, Rob Moseley, Peter Hindle, Gwen Moseley, Bob Taylor.
Following presenta on of state life membership to Rob and Gwen.
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The Hon Dan Tehan MP
Minister for Veterans' Aﬀairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for Cyber Security
Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC
1 February 2017

In recogni on of Major General David McLachlan AO
Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs Dan Tehan has paid tribute to the dis nguished service
and outstanding leadership of Major General David McLachlan AO, who re res as State
President of RSL Victoria today.
“On behalf of the Australian Government, we honour the contribu on General McLach‐
lan made to public life, our veterans and our community in a career that covered dis n‐
guished military service and as a leader of the RSL in Victoria,” Mr Tehan said.
“General McLachlan graduated from the Oﬃcer Cadet School, Portsea in 1959 and
served in the Australian Army un l 1994. Over the course of his military career he
served in Malaysia, South Vietnam, the UK and Germany, rising to the rank of Major
General and being appointed General Oﬃcer Commanding Logis c Command.
“He was elected State President of the Victorian branch of the RSL in June 2002, and it
was in this capacity that I had the honour and pleasure of working with him.
“David was a passionate and hard‐working advocate for Victoria’s veterans during his
me with the RSL. His commitment to the cause of ensuring the welfare of our veterans
has been second to none and he leaves an outstanding legacy.
“The quality of General McLachlan’s leadership was evident in all of my dealings with
him, and I know this is also true for my predecessors in the Veterans’ Aﬀairs por olio.
“I would like to wish David a long and enjoyable re rement and to thank him for his
many years of public service and dedica on.”

If you would prefer to have this publica on emailed directly to you please forward
your email address to the Na onal Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au.
Don’t forget to advise him if the address changes.
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The Hon Dan Tehan MP
Minister for Veterans' Aﬀairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for Cyber Security
Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC
29 January 2017

35 years of mental health support for veterans
Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs Dan Tehan today paid tribute to everyone who had contributed to the
Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service, which celebrates its 35th birthday today.
The Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS), known originally as the Vietnam Vet‐
erans’ Counselling Service, provides free mental health counselling and support to those who have
served our na on.
It has provided more than 1.6 million counselling sessions to more than 300,000 veterans and family
members since the ﬁrst oﬃce opened in Adelaide on 29 January 1982.
“VVCS is the legacy of our Vietnam veterans, who recognised a need for mental health services spe‐
ciﬁcally for those who had served in the military,” Mr Tehan said.
“VVCS clinicians oﬀer specialised face‐to‐face and telephone counselling, as well as group programs,
to individuals and families who have been directly and indirectly exposed to conﬂict.
“It now provides services to more than 27,000 clients a year, with centres throughout Australia and a
strong network of outreach counsellors in regional and rural areas.”
Mr Tehan said VVCS support had evolved over the years, and eligibility had expanded to include the
families of veterans, as well as those involved in more recent conﬂicts and various peace me opera‐
ons.
“The Government has commi ed to providing $3.1 million to further extend access to VVCS services
to include family members of current and former Australian Defence Force (ADF) members who die by
suicide or reported suicide; siblings of ADF members killed in service‐related incidents; Defence Force
Abuse Taskforce (DART) complainants; families of DART complainants; and adult sons and daughters
who are over the age of 26 years of post‐Vietnam War veterans,” he said.
VVCS oﬀers support for service‐related issues, such as anger, anxiety, depression, post‐trauma c
stress disorder (PTSD) and sleep disturbance. Clinicians also work with couples and families on rela‐
onship issues that arise from the unique demands of military life, and run a range of group programs
including free suicide preven on workshops for members of the veteran community.
“We have a duty of care to the men and women who have served our na on, which is why the Gov‐
ernment made mental health treatment for PTSD, depression, anxiety, alcohol and substance abuse
free to anyone who has served one day in the full‐ me ADF,” Mr Tehan said.
VVCS provides specialised, free and conﬁden al Australia‐wide support and operates 24 hours a day on 1800 011 046. For
more informa on, visit the VVCS website or follow VVCS on Facebook.
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The Hon Dan Tehan MP
Minister for Veterans' Aﬀairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for Cyber Security
Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC
3 February 2017

World‐leading research to improve PTSD treatment for veterans
Minister for Veterans’ Aﬀairs and Defence Personnel Dan Tehan today oﬃcially launched the trial of a new intensive treat‐
ment program for current and former Australian Defence Force (ADF) members who have post‐trauma c stress disorder
(PTSD).
Mr Tehan said the research was part of the Government’s drive to improve the mental health of current and former ADF
personnel.
He said the Rapid Exposure Suppor ng Trauma Recovery (RESTORE) trial was a world‐leading research program that would
assess whether delivering treatment over an intensive two‐week period would provide be er mental health outcomes.
Around 200 current and former ADF members will be recruited for the trial, which will run over two years.
The Government has also provided $6.1 million to Phoenix Australia to support the establishment of the Centenary of Anzac
Centre. This will provide support services for prac oners and ex‐service organisa ons who work closely with veterans with
mental health concerns. It will also undertake research into iden fying be er ways to treat veterans with mental health is‐
sues.
“Current PTSD treatment involves weekly therapy over three months and this trial oﬀers the poten al to achieve the same
posi ve results over a two‐week program of intensive treatment,” Mr Tehan said.
“The outcomes of the trial will be incredibly important in shaping how the Departments of Veterans’ Aﬀairs (DVA) and De‐
fence approach the future delivery of mental health care for Australia’s military personnel and veterans.
“This trial will help improve our understanding of PTSD and how best to treat it, which will beneﬁt our veterans and the
broader Australian community.”
A four‐year partnership project grant through the Na onal Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) was awarded to
DVA, Defence and the University of Melbourne to conduct the RESTORE trial. Phoenix Australia – Centre for Pos rauma c
Mental Health is leading the project on behalf of the university.
It will be conducted at Phoenix Australia in Melbourne, the Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) oﬃc‐
es in Melbourne, Brisbane and Sydney, and the ADF Centre for Mental Health in Sydney.
“The Government has made mental health treatment for PTSD, depression, anxiety and alcohol and substance misuse free
for anyone who has served one day in the ADF,” Mr Tehan said.
“This treatment is demand driven and fully funded, so if someone needs treatment, it is available.
“All current serving ADF members can also seek comprehensive mental health treatment and support through their local
Garrison Health Service.
“In addi on, any veteran, ADF member or their family members can also pick up the phone and call VVCS 24 hours a day,
seven days a week on 1800 011 046 or visit the VVCS website to access free and conﬁden al Australia‐wide counselling and
support for mental health condi ons.
“The Government is ensuring those who have served our country can readily access appropriate support services and treat‐
ment for the mental health challenges they may face.”
Further informa on on the RESTORE trial can be found on the Phoenix Australia website.
14

DEBRIEF

March

2017

THE HON AMANDA RISHWORTH MP
SHADOW MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
SHADOW MINISTER FOR DEFENCE PERSONNEL
MEMBER FOR KINGSTON
2 February 2017

DRACONIAN SOCIAL MEDIA MONITORING IS NOT JUSTIFIABLE
Today, I have wri en to the Minister for Veterans' Aﬀairs, Dan Tehan to seek assurances
and for the Minister to urgently inves gate reports our ex‐service personnel and veter‐
ans going through the claims process at Department of Veterans’ Aﬀairs (DVA) are not
falling vic m to draconian social media monitoring which is an abuse of the Departments
mandate.
Submissions made to the Senate Inquiry into Suicides by War Veterans and Ex‐Service
Personnel raise serious concerns of the privacy of our veterans and ex‐service personnel.
The claims process already asks for detailed and substan ated informa on from veterans
when making a claims process.
That is why abusive prying into the private lives of veterans and ex‐service personnel is
not jus ﬁable.
Our veterans and ex‐service personnel should feel supported when they leave the ADF,
not vic mised by their own Department.
Our veterans deserve the knowledge they are being treated fairly and with the respect
they deserve.
Making claims through DVA is already hard enough for some veterans, with issues like
today's reports only exacerbate feelings of frustra on and persecu on within the veter‐
ans and ex‐service communi es.
The Minister should come clean on these claims and take ac on.
Veterans and ex‐service personnel deserve to know if these reports are true and if neces‐
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REMEMBERING DAVID PATERSON
By Bill Higne

This month on marks the 46th anniversary of the death of 2nd Lieutenant David Paterson who was killed
in ac on in Vietnam on 20 March 1971.
Only 6 years earlier, he had started his teaching career with the South Australian Educa on Department
when, on 1 January 1965, he was appointed head teacher of Mount Hill Rural School, a small one teach‐
er school with 20 students in seven primary grades near a railway siding in the middle of Eyre Peninsula
in South Australia.
However, as he turned 20 on 24 January 1965, David registered in the ﬁrst na onal service ballot in
1965 and was subsequently called up for Na onal Service. He obtained 2 deferments as he was s ll
studying, o en travelling to Cleve with other ﬁrst year teachers from Wharminda and Butler Tanks to
a end the external studies sessions conducted by the principal of Cleve Area School.
While teaching at Mount Hill Rural School in 1965 and 1966, David engaged in community ac vi es as‐
sis ng with the organisa on of the small schools swimming carnivals at Port Neill, playing for the Whar‐
minda Football team and playing basketball on Thursday nights at Cleve.
Even though he only taught at Mount Hill Rural School for 2 years, he is fondly remembered by his for‐
mer students. One of his former students Tony Parker told me “he was very good teacher who was al‐
ways challenging me to achieve my best.”
At the beginning of the 1967 David was on na onal service leave from the Educa on Department and
commenced recruit training with the Australian Army at Puckapunyal where he was selected for train‐
ing as an oﬃcer and a ended the Oﬃcer Training Unit at Scheyville in New South Wales. He spent the
second year of his Na onal Service as a Second Lieutenant with the Paciﬁc Islands Regiment in Papua
New Guinea.
Over 300 teachers including David Paterson, conscripted into the Australian Army in the 1960s were
posted as either Sergeants or 2nd Lieutenants to New Guinea with the Paciﬁc Islands Regiment and
played a major role educa ng Papua New Guinean soldiers par cularly in the areas of civic and civil re‐
sponsibili es prior to self‐government in 1975.
A er returning from New Guinea, David Paterson visited Mount Hill and told the Ken and Pat Young
with whom he had boarded while teaching at Mount Hill Rural School, that he was going to extend his
commission as an oﬃcer in the Australian Regular Army. A er extending his commission David was
posted to 3RAR which was then based in Woodside South Australia.
He married in October 1969 and his daughter was born in September 1970.
In 1971 David Paterson was part of 3RAR’s Advance Party and arrived in South Vietnam on 12 February
1971. He was posted as a platoon commander to 8 Platoon C Company 3RAR.
On 20 March 1971 David was commanding a half platoon patrol from 8 Platoon, 3 RAR, in the eastern
part of Phuoc Tuy Province, north of the town of Xuyen Moc. In the early a ernoon the patrol heard
sounds to their front. They moved into open forma on and moved forward to inves gate. The enemy
were well concealed and in bunkers and opened ﬁre from a range of 10 metres with automa c riﬂe ﬁre,
(AK‐47), a hand held rocket launcher (RPG) and a satchel charge. David was mortally wounded and 2
soldiers were seriously wounded in the ini al contact. David ordered those around him to leave and
died of his wounds soon a erwards.
Con nued
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David Paterson con nued
RAAF helicopter gunships were called in to support the patrol and the co‐pilot of one, Pilot Oﬃcer
Ronald Be s was mortally wounded whilst doing so and died at Fire Support Base Beth.
From all of my conversa ons with former students and members of the Mount Hill and Wharminda
communi es, David is remembered with great fondness as a teacher who enriched and valued their
communi es. A er my own service in Vietnam, I returned to Cleve Area School in 1973 as a secondary
teacher, and taught some of the students who were in David’s classes at Mount Hill Rural School in
1965 and 1966. It was very clear to me that David had le a las ng impression on these students.
According to his family it was always David’s inten on a er he le the army to return to study and
teaching. He spoke about it on a number of occasions.
It is disappoin ng that, except in these communi es, his contribu on as a teacher has largely been
forgo en. His employment records in the SA Educa on Department did not record him as being killed
in Vietnam, and except for the death and funeral no ces, the South Australian Adver zer devoted one
line on 23 March 1971 to his death.
We have been lobbying for a number of years for a country teaching scholarship or a leadership schol‐
arship in the SA Educa on Department to be named in his memory.
Photographs
1. David Paterson with his students at Mount Hill Rural School in 1965. The plane had landed in the
paddock near the school.
David Paterson a er he had completed his oﬃcer training course at Scheyville in 1967.
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MAIL BOX
Hi,
My name is Gordon Traill and a Iraq veteran and a TPI member from Victoria. I am the photogra‐
pher for the above men oned book and in conjunc on with the TPI Associa on of VIC will be
pu ng this Coﬀee Table style book out for publica on. Michael C Madden the author and is the
son of a Vietnam Veteran. As your publica on is sent all around Australia we are asking for help
asking if anyone knows any family members of the 100 Australian VC recipients? The book is
about the stories behind the men who have received the VC and not their ba leﬁeld exploits.
Please ﬁnd the a achment which Michael has wri en and I have included some images from our
book.
Regards
Gordon Traill
Photographer
The VC Sequence Australia Remembers
Editors note; see next page Mail Box for more details and contact details
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RETURN TO COUNTRY
2949 MILLER MACK OF POINT McLEAY
In the photographic collec on at the Australian War
Memorial is an iconic photograph of a World War 1
Aboriginal soldier that is seen in a number of publi‐
ca ons. However, the story of this soldier has re‐
mained hidden for a number of years un l a small
group of Vietnam Veterans in South Australia
worked with Aboriginal ex‐servicemen, members of
the Aboriginal community and various authori es to
give this soldier the respect and recogni on that he
deserved.
Miller Mack was an Ngarrindjeri man born on the
shores of Lake Alexandrina in South Australia in
1894. In 1916, in spite of the diﬃcul es faced by
many Aboriginal people, he chose to enlist to de‐
fend his “country”.
During training in England he spent some me in hospital, but soon he was on his way
and before long he was serving in the South Australian 50th Ba alion. On 7 June 1917
he par cipated in the Ba le of Messines. The ba le involved the mining of German
trenches and resulted in the biggest man made explosion un l the advent of the atom‐
ic bomb. Thousands of German soldiers were killed.
While ﬁgh ng in France he became unwell and was evacuated to hospital in England
where he was diagnosed with tuberculosis. In September 1917 he was shipped back to
Australia as medically unﬁt.
He needed hospitalisa on un l May 1918 when he was discharged, s ll unwell, to re‐
turn to Point Mc Leay Aboriginal Mission (now Raukkan Aboriginal Community). Sadly
a er further hospitalisa on, he died almost exactly two years a er his ﬁrst diagnosis.
Here is the diﬃcult bit! In spite of the esteem in which he was held by his friends and
the broader community (he was said to have a “kindly and manly nature.”) and the fact
that the Army paid for his funeral, Miller Mack was buried in a pauper’s grave occupied
by two other poor souls. At the me he was the only Aboriginal returned soldier to be
buried in West Terrace Cemetery in Adelaide.
con nued
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Miller Mack part 2
He was to remain there for nearly 100 years! Ironically and poignantly his grave is only
a few metres from the splendid manicured AIF Cemetery that is the last res ng place
for some 4,000 deceased veterans. That wonderful cemetery had not been estab‐
lished when Miller Mack died. While other veterans who died before the AIF cemetery
was opened in 1920 were upli ed and reinterred in the AIF cemetery, this did not
happen to Miller Mack.
Some me ago while a ending the Adelaide Cemeteries Authority (ACA) Remem‐
brance Day Service at the West Terrace Cemetery, Vietnam Veterans a ending the
service and members of the Aboriginal Veterans of South Australia Commi ee (AVSA)
became aware of this inequity. The family of Miller Mack were already aware of it and
a discussion followed. It was suggested that Miller Mack might be moved into the AIF
Cemetery to be among his 50th Ba alion comrades? The family were very recep ve
and grateful. A er consulta on however they asked if, in lieu, Miller Mack might be
returned to his country on the shores of Lake Alexandrina.
AVSA and the ACA were pleased to agree, and working with the state government and
other benefactors for a number of years, ﬁnally obtained all the necessary approvals.
This month, on Friday 24 March 2017, Private Miller Mack will be returned to his
“country” ‐ to the land he has been separated from for almost a century. He will be re‐
buried among family and be aﬀorded full Military Honours.
This event may never have happened if the Vietnam Veterans who a ended this Re‐
membrance Day service, observed this injus ce in the West Terrace Cemetery and act‐
ed to correct an injus ce.
This man, so highly respected in life, will be, ﬁnally, respected in death.

Bill Denny
Vice President
VVAA‐SA Branch
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MAIL BOX
The Victoria Cross, Australia Remembers
The TPI Association (Totally and Permanently Disabled Soldiers Association of Victoria), together with
author, Michael C. Madden, are working on a book and video series called, The Victoria Cross Sequence (working title only).
All profits from the sale of this full colour, coffee table book, will go to the TPI Association. Even the publisher, Big Sky Publishing, will be producing this book at cost to help the diggers. And now they need
your help!
The Victoria Cross is the highest military award for valour that exists and the ultimate decoration of any
kind that this country can bestow on one of its people. Whether you receive an Order of Australia, are
named Australian of the Year, or even if you are Knighted by the Queen herself, nothing trumps this
small, modest looking medal. In all this nation’s history, only 100 Australians have received this award
and The Victoria Cross Sequence is their story.
The book will focus, not so much on the extraordinary gallantry of these men, but rather on how the
award affected them, their families and even their communities. The Victoria Cross Sequence will not be
a list of battlefield actions and citations, but will contain human stories about the men, the award itself
and the legends that surround them, as told by the families.
The Victoria Cross Sequence team is currently travelling the world photographing all the medals, graves,
monuments and statues dedicated to these men. Michael C. Madden has so far interviewed Keith Payne
VC AM, Doug Baird (father of Cameron Baird VC MG) and many direct family members. This is a monumental task that will transverse at least 15 countries.
Australia is on something of a knife’s edge. Only 4 of these 100 men are still alive today and the number
of direct family members who remember those 96 who have passed is dropping rapidly. The Totally and
Permanently Disabled Soldiers Association of Victoria, is calling for family members of these great men
to come forward and take this once in a lifetime opportunity to help capture history.
If you are a relative of one of these men, or if you know someone who is, please contact the TPI Association through the information supplied and play a role in creating this crucial archive of Australian Remembrance.
You can follow the progress of this massive project through its website page, Facebook page and
YouTube Channel, all of which are listed below. If you would like to support the project financially, all donations are welcome and are tax deductable. Please contact The TPI Association for all donations.
Totally and Permanently Disabled Soldiers Association of Victoria
23-47 Villiers St, North Melbourne VIC 3051
(03) 9329 8844
Email: MMadden@tpihqvic.org.au
Website: https://www.tpivic.com/resources/the-victoria-cross-project/victoria-cross-project
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Victoria.Cross.Sequence/
YouTube: https://youtu.be/f7W15fMJ_Sg?list=PL8qWMClz-1V0ro8fVbBRyMUE2pglYHse6
Lest we forget!

21

DEBRIEF

March

2017

WHEN THE THIRTY THREE CAME HOME.
There were hundreds on the tarmac as the thirty three came home
and they watched the ﬂag draped coﬃns carried from the aerodrome,
For so many it was closure a er ﬁ y years of pain
as remains of long lost loved ones were now welcomed home again.
They were fathers, sons and lovers who had sailed oﬀ to that war
and had died there serving country and were not seen any more.
While among them where two spouses and six children le behind,
laid in Terendak and Kranji where they had been conﬁned.
Chorus
How the tears and mixed emo ons from the fam’lies could be seen,
as they lingered over mem’ries of those long years in between.
But you sensed they knew the fallen were at last now here to stay
when the thirty three came home at last on that momentous day.
Kevin Conway died in Nam Dong back in nineteen sixty four;
he was ﬁrst to die in ba le in that long and costly war.
There was no repatria on for the fallen way back then
and despite the plea from fam’lies, yes heard me and me agen.
But in me the poli cians they would right the wrong at last,
a er years of consulta on and the struggles from the past.
We are mindful as a Na on and each one of us reﬂects
on the sacriﬁce they oﬀered and we pay our last respects.
Chorus
How the tears and mixed emo ons from the fam’lies could be seen,
as they lingered over mem’ries of those long years in between.
But you sensed they knew the fallen were at last now here to stay
when the thirty three came home at last on that momentous day.

4 June 2016.
© Merv Webster
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The Day I Rode with Sandy Pearson
By 41961 WO1 (Bob) R.C. Thompson (Ret)

I was commanding a Forward Repair Team (FRT) for 106 Fd. Wksp. and
was at Fire Support Base (FSB) Julia, situated on Route 15 South Vi‐
etnam.
We had carried out repairs on a Centurion Tank and I was making ar‐
rangements for an escort back to Baria when a young Corporal ap‐
proached me to tell me his main armament on his tank was out of ac‐
on because his Auto Lock hand traverse was faulty.
One look at it and I could see it was the old trouble in
the Auto Lock detents in the roller surfaces that allow
the gunner to disengage his hand control to auto con‐
trol of the turret. I told the Cpl I would have to get
him a changeover but he would have to wait ll next
day to get it. He told me he needed it now and as
they had been hit the night before they expected to
be hit again that night.
The only way I could get back to the Wksp and get a
changeover was to use a Chopper, (Helicopter) so I
removed the Auto Lock and raced over to the Control
Tent and requested a chopper to take me to Nui Dat.
A er many calls by the G1 Air, there were no aircra available. I no ced there was a
chopper on the pad and I asked who’s it was, to be told it was General Sandy Pearson’s. I
said I would ride in that. I raced over to the HQ Tent to be met by an oﬃcious Captain
who was Sandy’s Aide who told me the aircra was full and I had no hope.
I could see the General in the back of the tent talking to his staﬀ so I went to go past the
Captain who stood his ground and refused to allow me past. I had no badges of rank on,
I was dressed in shorts, shirt and boots and in my hand I had an Auto Lock. The Aide
spoke in an aloof manner and told me there was no way I could speak to the General
and he tried to usher me out of the tent entrance.
I knew how important it was for the tank to have a serviceable Auto Lock and it ap‐
peared no explana on was going to shi the General’s Aide so I resorted to the direct
approach. I yelled out to the General and said I wanted to speak to him.
The Captain was yelling that he told me I couldn’t see the General and that I wanted a
seat on the Chopper. General Pearson, who I knew was an old Tankie, could see I had an
Auto Lock in my hand so he mo oned the Aide to allow me access and mo oned me
forward. I explained to the General I needed to get back to the Wksp to get a change
over Auto Lock and return to FSB Julia.
General Pearson told me to get aboard the chopper and when the Aid said there was no
room the General told him to stay behind and he would be picked up later. I can s ll see
that Captain mumbling all kinds of threats.
Con nued
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Con nued
Thanks to Sandy Pearson I had the gun back in ac on that night and yes, they were
a acked. From that day on I carried a spare Auto Lock with me.
As I looked at General Sandy Pearson at the Na onal Australian Vietnam Veteran’s Me‐
morial March and Dedica on I recalled the happening to my mind.
I will always remember the day I rode with Sandy Pearson.
Task Force Armourer, 1 Taskforce Head Quarters LAD,
ASM 1st Armoured Wksp,
ASM 106 Fd Wksp
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OPERATION REUNITE and INVOCARE
At the Christmas Luncheon of the WA Branch of the Defence Force Welfare Associa on
Inc, I was pleased to hear, from Luke Gregory, the General Manager WA of InvoCare, a
good news story.
Opera on Reunite was the ADF opera on that brought home to Australia the 33 bodies
that were buried in Malaysia and Singapore before our government decided to repatri‐
ate the fatal casual es of the Vietnam War. It was the successful outcome of Opera on
Bring Them Home, launched by the NT Branch of the VVAA with support from others in
the veteran community, including families of the deceased.
InvoCare is an interna onal company listed on the Australian Stock Exchange. InvoCare
provides quality funeral, cemetery and services to families at a cri cal me in their lives,
through a number of funeral providers in all Australian states and territories.
On 2 June 2016 two RAAF C‐17 aircra ﬂew into RAAF Richmond and a er digniﬁed oﬀ‐
ramp military ceremonies and their families being aﬀorded some personal reﬂec ve
me, they were transferred into 33 black InvoCare hearses. The cortege, under the full
escort of the NSW Police, then travelled to the Lidcombe opera ons centre of InvoCare
via the centre of Parrama a, giving the public the opportunity to pass their respects.
This one kilometre long motorcade was the largest motorcade to take place in Australia.
The extra good news then appeared when Luke revealed that the provision of the 33
hearses and a endant staﬀ by InvoCare had been provided at no cost to the Common‐
wealth.
Max Ball
Na onal Vice President

Vice President

VVAA Inc

DFWA WA Branch Inc

(NB. InvoCare is a sponsor of DFWA Inc and oﬀers a $500 special discount to DFWA
members and their families.)
Editors Note; would be nice if they made a similar discount available to VVAA Members?
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