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DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is 
intended to be advice on any particular matter.  NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DE-
BRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular 
circumstances.  The VVAA, the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything 
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the 
contents of  DEBRIEF. 

National President’s Report. 

On 5 June 2017 I attended the funeral service for the late John David Printz OAM in Sale 
Victoria, John was a past VVAA National President and a National Life member and was a 
loyal VVAA supporter and staunch advocate for veterans rights and entitlements, may he 
Rest in Peace. 
 
On 10 June I attended a presentation by Dr Darrchi Dang that included a progress report 
on the commissioned art work he is producing for the Australian War Memorial, see a pro-
file of  the artist further in this edition, I believe this will be an important contribution to the 
War Memorial’s art collection and I look forward to seeing the finished pieces later next year.  
 
19 June was the anniversary of  the decision in 1965 by the South Vietnamese Government 
that the Army of  the Republic of  Vietnam (ARVN) was to assume responsibility for the de-
fence of  the republic, Each year ARVN veterans commemorate this date and again this year 
I had the honour to attend the commemorative dinner and the Commemorative service in 
Sydney  where I laid a wreath on behalf  of  the VVAA.  
 
On 28 June I attended a DVA Claims Management Forum in Canberra, where a number of  
suggested changes to improve and speed-up the processes were considered. A copy of  the 
ministers media release related to this forum appears later in this edition of  Debrief. 
 
I came away from the forum with a sense of  confidence that the Minister and DVA are lis-
tening to our concerns and suggestions, the VVAA has a long history of  supporting each 
other, and veterans of  other conflicts, in welfare and compensation advocacy and while the 
new advocacy training and development program does not appeal to some I believe it is the 
way forward, that said the younger veterans need to step up to the plate and get involved. 
 
For our part I see an ongoing need to monitor the progression of  the changes and where 
necessary point out where we see things not working as well as they could,  I would ask that 
any of  our members with concerns and can identify incidents where they feel veterans are 
not being treated fairly to contact me and I will ensure DVA are aware of  our concerns.  
 
You may be aware of  the Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal inquiry into Unit 
recognition for service at the battles of  Fire Support bases Coral and Balmoral and also the 
Royal Australian Navy Helicopter Flight Vietnam, I have lodged submissions on behalf  of  
the VVAA and these are available to view on the Tribunal web site. 
 
We have also been invited to make a submission to a Senate enquiry into citizenship,  I 
would welcome any suggestions,  these would need to be lodged through state branches and 
need to be with me by 15 July so time is short. 
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YOUR ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN DEBRIEF 

States and sub branches are encouraged to contribute reports on their activities, 
particularly an opportunity to let others know what is happening in your area. 

Email text in Word or photos in JPG to the editor at www.debrief@vvaa.org.au  

OUR MILITARY HISTORY– JULY 

31 July 1962 The advance party of the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam 

(AATTV) arrives in South Vietnam Colonel Ted Serong, Commander of AATTV, flies 

into Saigon, ahead of the main body of the AATTV, which would arrive on 3 Au-

gust. The arrival of "the Team" signalled the beginning of more than ten years of 

Australian involvement in the Vietnam War.  

VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 

VICTORIAN BRANCH COUNCIL MEMBERS—SWAN HILL VICTORIA 

JUNE 2017 
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THE HON DAN TEHAN MP 
MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
MINISTER FOR DEFENCE PERSONNEL 
MINISTER ASSISTING THE PRIME MINISTER FOR CYBER SECURITY 
MINISTER ASSISTING THE PRIME MINISTER FOR THE CENTENARY OF ANZAC 

  

28 June 2017 

  

Claims Management Forum 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Dan Tehan said a national forum today in Canberra 
would investigate ways to improve the claims process for veterans. 

Mr Tehan said the Claims Management Forum delivered a Coalition election 
promise and would help improve the service to veterans provided by the Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA). 

Representatives from the Returned & Services League of Australia (RSL), War 
Widows’ Guild of Australia, Defence Families Australia, Vietnam Veterans Asso-
ciation of Australia, TPI Federation Australia, Australian Special Air Service As-
sociation, Defence Force Welfare Association, Legacy Australia, Naval Associa-
tion of Australia, Vietnam Veterans' Federation of Australia, Royal Australian Air 
Force Association, Royal Australian Regiment Corporation, and the Department 
of Defence will attend. 

"When I first became Minister for Veterans’ Affairs the veteran community told 
me there were problems with the claims process and the Government has made 
it a priority to address those," Mr Tehan said. 

"In this year’s Budget, the Government provided a significant investment of 
$166.6 million to begin the modernisation of DVA’s antiquated ICT systems, 
which will improve the claims process for veterans and provide easier access to 
DVA services. 

"This forum keeps an election commitment and is part of an important reform 
program that will help DVA understand where improvements can be made by lis-
tening to the veterans who are part of the system. 

"The Government wants to listen to the veteran community about how to im-
prove the claims process to make their lives better." 
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If you would prefer to have this publica on emailed directly to you please forward 

your email address to the Na onal Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au. 

Don’t forget to advise him if the address changes. 

Dr Dacchi Dang,  

commissioned ar st of the  

Australian War Memorial. 

In 2016 the Australian War Memorial commissioned Dacchi to create new works 

that respond to the Vietnamese-Australian perspec ve on the Vietnam War. The 

commissioning of these artworks will, for the first me, address Australia’s in-

volvement in the Vietnam War from an Australian-Vietnamese perspec ve in this 

significant na onal collec on. The experiences of Vietnamese–Australians have 

the poten al to further the understanding of this conflict for all Australians and, 

especially, its enduring impact on Australian society. 

Biography 

“Dang is principally concerned with ar cula ng the complex nature of diasporic 

experience and an ongoing redefini on of ideas of place and home. Working 

across photography, printmaking, video and installa on, his work is thema cally 

connected by no ons of landscape as sites for colonised and contested forms and 

ideas of cultural memory.” 

Dacchi Dang is one of the preeminent Vietnamese-Australian ar sts working today 

with a prac ce spanning photography and printmaking in various forms and pro-

cesses, and also video and installa on. He was born in Saigon 1966 in a Chinese/

Vietnamese family and currently lives and works as an ar st and independent 

scholar in Sydney. He holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts and Master of Arts from the 

College of Fine Arts, University of New South Wales and a PhD at Queensland Col-

lege of Arts, Griffith University on the no on of home through the lens of an Aus-

tralian Chinese/Vietnamese Ar st. He also holds a Graduate Diploma in Archives 

and Records Management (2000) and a Graduate Cer ficate of Applied Science in 

Cultural Heritage Studies specialising in Photography (2003) from University of 

Canberra 
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HMAS HOBART (D39) 
HMAS Hobart (D 39) was a Perth class guided missile destroyer of 

the Royal Australian Navy (RAN). Built in the United States of Ameri-

ca to a slight variant of the United States Navy (USN) Charles F. Ad-

ams class, she was commissioned into the RAN in 1965. In March 

1967, Hobart became the first RAN combat ship deployed to fight in 

the Vietnam War. This marked the start of consistent six-month deployments to the warzone, which 

con nued un l late 1971; Hobart was redeployed in 1969 and 1970. During the 1968 tour, the de-

stroyer was a acked by a United States Air Force aircra . 

On 13 April 1968, the destroyer arrived on the gunline to relieve USS Henry B. Wilson Five days later, 

she began Sea Dragon opera ons with USS Colle . The ships were unsuccessfully shelled by coastal 

ar llery on 22 and 23 April, then spent the next three days a emp ng to a ract a en on from shore 

ba eries so they could be bombed by aircra . Hobart's par cipa on in Sea Dragon ended in late April, 

and a er maintenance in Hong Kong and Taiwan from 1 May to 20 May, she resumed gunline du es. 

This con nued un l 2 June, when the destroyer's guns required new barrels. On 11 June, the destroy-

er returned to the Sea Dragon area of opera ons, joining USS Theodore E. Chandler.[42] During this 

deployment, boat traffic between the mainland and Tiger Island was seen as a priority, with gunline 

ships also granted approval to operate against targets in this area. Early in the month, problems with 

the 5-inch/54 guns aboard Hobart and several US destroyers appeared; Hobart's captain decided to 

only fire the guns in emergencies un l the problem was clearly iden fied. The destroyer USS Edson 

joined Hobart and Chandler to make up for the lack of firepower. 

During the evening of 16–17 June, the three destroyers were ordered to undertake surveillance mis-

sions around Tiger Island, because of reports of North Vietnamese helicopter ac vity in the area. At 

03:09, Hobart's radar picked up an aircra  approaching with no IFF transponder ac ve.  At 03:14, the 

aircra  fired a single missile at the ship, which killed one sailor, wounded two others, and damaged 

the chief pe y officer's mess, air search radar and missile control compartments, and the ship's fun-

nels. Two minutes later, the aircra  made a second pass and fired two missiles. The missiles hit simul-

taneously: one penetrated the superstructure and damaged the gunners' store, engineers workshop, 

and a  seamans' mess, while the other hit close to the original missile, causing further damage to the 

mess and missile control room, while also damaging the Tartar checkout room, killing another sailor, 

and wounded six others. These was also major damage around the destroyer's Ikara magazine, but as 

Hobart was not carrying any Ikara missiles at the me, the poten al magazine fire did not occur. The 

aircra  came around for a third a ack run, but was scared off when Hobart's forward gun turret, un-

der independent control, fired five rounds at the aircra . At 03:30, Edson reported coming under fire, 

and Hobart's captain ordered the three destroyers to take up an -aircra  forma on. At 05:15, the 

three destroyers linked up with the cruiser USS Chicago (which had been hit by a missile from another 

aircra ) and the escor ng destroyer USS Blandy, and con nued an -aircra  manoeuvring. A er being 

relieved, Hobart sailed for Subic Bay, where the damage was inspected by RAN and USN personnel, 

including three admirals. Debris collected from Hobart and the other ships indicated that the missiles 

were of United States Air Force (USAF) origin. 

A er the Vietnam War, Hobart saw service during Opera on Navy Help Darwin; the RAN disaster re-

lief effort following Cyclone Tracy, was the first RAN ship to dock at HMAS S rling in Western Austral-

ia, and completed a round-the-world voyage in 1975. The ship was modernised during the late 1970s. 

Hobart was decommissioned in 2000, and sunk as a dive wreck off South Australia. 
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Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) and Veterans Line  

24 hours a day across Australia for crisis support and free and confiden al counselling.  

Phone 1800 011 046. 

Why Parents Drink  
  

The boss wondered why one of his most valued employees was absent but had not phoned 

in sick. 

So he dialled the employee's home phone number and was greeted with a child's whisper. 

"Hello?"  

"Is your daddy home?"  

A small voice whispered, "Yes - he's out in the garden."  

"May I talk with him?"  

The child whispered, "No"  

So the boss asked, "Well - is your Mummy there?" 

"Yes she's out in the garden too."  

The boss asked, "May I talk with her?"  

Again the answer was "No".  

Hoping there was somebody with whom he could leave a message, the boss asked, "Is any-

body else there?" 

"Yes", whispered the child, "a policeman."  

Wondering what a cop would be doing at his employee's home - the boss asked, "May I 

speak with the policeman?" 

"No -- he's busy," whispered the child.  

"Busy doing what?"  

"Talking to Daddy and Mummy and the police dog men." 

Growing more worried - he heard a very loud noise in the background. The boss asked, 

"What is that noise?" 

"It's a helicopter," answered the whispering voice.  

"What is going on there?" demanded the boss -- now truly apprehensive.  

"The search team just landed a helicopter." 

"A search team?" said the boss. "What are they searching for?" 

S ll whispering, the young voice replied with a muffled giggle -- "ME!!" 
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Long Tan Bursary 
 

 

The Long Tan Bursary scheme was established to help eligible children of Vietnam veterans meet 

the cost of post-secondary educa on. 

Fi y bursaries, worth $12,000 for each recipient and paid over three years, are awarded each year 

to successful applicants from each state and territory. The scheme is administered by the Australian 

Veterans' Children Assistance Trust on behalf of DVA. 

Who can apply? 

To be eligible for a Long Tan Bursary, you must: 

•be the child of an Australian Vietnam veteran who served in the Vietnam War during the period 31 

July 1962 to 30 April 1975 

•have Australian residency status 

•be planning to enrol, or be enrolled, in post educa on in Australia, in an approved course of one or 

more academic years’ dura on 

•be in disadvantaged circumstances such as financial need, health or other family and personal cir-

cumstances where these could prevent you from undertaking post-secondary educa on without the 

bursary 

•not be a previous recipient of a bursary. 

How to apply 

Applica ons for the Long Tan Bursary open annually on Vietnam Veterans' Day, 18 August each 

year, and close on 31 October. 

Applica on forms are available from the Australian Veterans' Children Assistance Trust on (02) 9213 

7999. 

In your applica on you will need to include: 

•informa on about yourself and the Vietnam veteran you are related to 

•your academic background and referee reports 

•the means test and details about your family situa on. 

You will also need to write a statement on why you feel you should be awarded a Long Tan Bursary. 

All applica ons are treated in the strictest of confidence. 

              Con nued. 
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LONG TAN BURSARY (con nued) 

How are applicants assessed? 

Applica ons are collected and assessed by the Australian Veterans' Children Assistance Trust and are 

treated in the strictest of confidence. 

Applicants for the Long Tan Bursary are assessed against specific criteria, including: 

•personal circumstances that could prevent an applicant from undertaking post-secondary educa on 

without the bursary, such as financial need, health, family and other circumstances; and 

•academic record and the applicant's prospects of successfully comple ng their first year of post-

secondary study. 

Within the eligibility criteria, those selected are to be the most deserving applicants on merit as as-

sessed.  Considera on will be given to applicants who require a second degree to complete their 

course of study and enable them to enter the workforce (provided they have not previously received a 

bursary). Those seeking to achieve a Masters Degree or Doctorate will also be considered where a bur-

sary has not previously been awarded. However, they will have a lower priority to those seeking to 

achieve a base-level qualifica on which will allow them to enter the workforce in their chosen career. 

Each course must be of a standard approved by the administrator and will generally be one where 

Commonwealth educa onal support benefits are payable. 

How am I no fied about my applica on? 

Successful applicants will be no fied early in the New Year — generally mid to late February or early 

March. The $9,000 Bursary will be paid to recipients in instalments and can be used to help cover costs 

such as enrolment, course fees and textbooks. 

More informa on 

If you would like to find out more about the Long Tan Bursary, contact the Australian Veterans' Chil-

dren Assistance Trust: 

Phone: (02) 9213 7999 

Fax: (02) 9213 7307 

Email: avcat@dva.gov.au 

AVCAT website 

Address: PO Box K978 

 HAYMARKET NSW 1240 

 

Please note: Although the Department of Veterans’ Affairs host the Trust’s email service, depart-

mental staff cannot and do not access the Trust’s email correspondence. Email communica on with 

the Trust is en rely confiden al. 
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A strong part of the Guilds History is the origins of its Logo.  

The kookaburra was adopted as the Guilds Logo from its early 
inception and remains today.  

The Kookaburra is also present on all War Widows' Guild Badges. 

THE WAR WIDOWS GUILD OF AUSTRALIA 

“We all belong to each other. We all need each other. It is in serving each other and in sacrificing for 
our common good that we are finding our true life.” 

 

PHILLIP ISLAND—VICTORIA 

NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM 
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HAVE YOUR SAY— LETTERS TO DEBRIEF ARE WELCOME 

The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families.  Brief, 
to the point letters have a better chance of  publication. Photographs should be of good colour, 
quality and subject matter, in jpg or similar format.  Text should be submitted in Word format 
with minimum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vi-
etnam Unit and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au 

REUNIONS 

VETERAN FRIENDLY RETREATS 

Future lis ng of these facili es should be 

available on the various VVAA State branch 

web sites and these can be accessed through 

the web site www.vvaa.org.au 

REUNION– 30 TERMINAL SQN RAE. 

I am trying to organise a reunion for current and ex members of 30 terminal Sqn (Termites) 

We are having a reunion in Sydney on the 17-19 Nov 2017 and this is also the 75th anniversary of the 
trade  

And we would like to find any of the boys and pass on this invite  

My details are below  

 Any help will be much appreciated  

 Craig Ingram   0407173321   craigingram@westnet.com.au  

“MY DOG NUI DAT” 

Wri en by Peter Simpson 

Sung by Dale Duncan on his album 

BACK TO THE BUSH 

To order contact Peter Izod 

0418 245 058 

Peterizod.ammo6@bigpond.com 

Dwight Eisenhower 
Leadership is the art of ge ng someone else to do some-
thing you want done because he wants to do it. 
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UNIT HISTORIES –VIETNAM 

5th Ba alion Royal Australian Regiment 

5th Ba alion, The Royal Australian Regiment (5RAR) was raised at the Holsworthy Barracks in Sydney 
on 1 March 1965. It was comprised of surplus 1RAR soldiers and some of the first conscripts. The 
ba alion arrived in Vietnam throughout April and May 1966. It formed half of the 1st Australian Task 
Force (1ATF) with 6RAR. 1ATF replaced 1RAR in Vietnam and was sta oned at Nui Dat in Phuoc Tuy 
province.  
 

Once the Nui Dat base area had been cleared and secured, the task force began patrolling the prov-
ince. The purpose of these patrols was to undermine Viet Cong (VC) and North Vietnamese Army op-
era ons in the area. This was done by seeking out and engaging the enemy in small contacts and lim-
i ng its ability to access supplies. These du es dominated 5RAR during its first tour.  
 

In March 1967 5RAR was given the task of establishing and defending a base on the forward rim of an 
ex nct volcano known as the Horseshoe. The purpose of this base was to deny the VC access to sup-
plies from Phuoc Tuy.  
 

5RAR was relieved by 7RAR in late April, depar ng for Australia the following month, where it re-
turned to Holsworthy Barracks.  
 

The ba alion returned to Vietnam in February 1969, relieving 1RAR. Throughout its second tour 5RAR 
was mainly involved with pacifica on opera ons in Phuoc Tuy. 1ATF adopted a pacifica on program 
as its first priority in April 1969. This involved seeking out and destroying the enemy in its base areas, 
preven ng enemy access to the civilian popula on, and helping to create a secure climate for South 
Vietnamese social, poli cal, and military life. The work was demanding, dangerous, and monotonous 
and the primary task carried out by the ba alion during its second tour.  
 

One of the major opera ons 5RAR carried out became known as the Ba le of Binh Ba (6-7 June). The 
ba alion began a search-and-clear of the village of Binh Ba, following an a ack on a Centurion tank. 
The opera on evolved into an extensive search of the village with tanks and infantry. During the in-
tense figh ng, tanks were used to blast through the walls of masonry buildings iden fied as enemy 
occupied. The infantry then moved through the holes, clearing the building one room at a me. It was 
the last large-scale clash of the war.  
 

On 10 March 5RAR joined Opera on Federal-Overlander (17 February-8 April) in the Bien Hoa prov-
ince. The ba alion was engaged in searches and patrols of the area following the 1969 Tet Offensive. 
It returned to Nui Dat on 8 April.  
 

The ba alion was sta oned outside of Phuoc Tuy from 13 to 22 May. It was sent to the Bien Hoa 
province to meet an an cipated VC threat. The situa on did not develop as expected and the ba al-
ion returned to opera ons in Phuoc Tuy.  
 

5RAR was relieved by 8RAR on 16 February 1970 and returned to Australia later that month. 


