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DISCLAIMER—The material in DEBRIEF is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is 
intended to be advice on any particular matter.  NO persons should act on the basis of any matter contain in DE-
BRIEF without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular 
circumstances.  The VVAA, the authors and editors, expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything 
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the 
contents of  DEBRIEF. 

National President’s Report. 

Vietnam Veterans’ day 2016 as the 50th Anniversary of  the Battle of  Long Tan was always 
going to be a big day! Included in this edition of  debrief  is a collection of  photos and reports 
on various commemorations, however there was never an expectation of  the way the day 
would evolve with the announcement by the Vietnamese government that the commemora-
tions at Long Tan Vietnam would be cancelled and that changed the whole tone of  the day, at 
least for me. 

Attending the Stand-To service and the commemorative service in Canberra on the day made 
me very proud of  the efforts and contribution towards the day made by members of  our as-
sociation, I will not single out any individuals as the numbers involved at national, state and 
regional levels were large and all contributed to a worthy commemoration, well done to all. 

I received a number of  messages of  support from members of  the Vietnamese community in 
Australia including members of  the ARVN Veterans association who were also shocked, and 
in some ways embarrassed, by the decisions in Vietnam, I pointed out to them they were not 
responsible and should not be embarrassed by the decision of  others. 

———————————————— 

Between 22 and 26 August I attended Advocacy Training and Development Program (ATDP) 
recognition of  prior learning assessment as a level 2 compensation advocate, mentoring train-
ing and assessment training as part of  the commencement of  the new advocacy training, this 
will be followed up with recognition of  prior learning assessment as a welfare officer during 
September., I would suggest VVAA Branch and sub branch executives, as a minimum, make 
themselves aware of  the new system as it will have an effect on our future operations in these 
areas. 

 

Na onal President & Mrs 

Foster at NSW recep on  

for Vietnam Veterans 

Na onal President and Mrs Foster at  

Vietnamese and ARVN Commemora ve  

dinner Cabrama a NSW 19 August 2016 
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HAVE YOUR SAY— LETTERS TO DEBRIEF ARE WELCOME 

The subject matter should be generally of interest to Vietnam Veterans and their families.  Brief, 
to the point letters have a better chance of  publication. Photographs should be of good colour, 
quality and subject matter, in jpg or similar format.  Text should be submitted in Word format 
with minimum formatting. Vietnam Veteran writers must identify themselves by name, state, Vi-
etnam Unit and Tour dates. Email: debrief@vvaa.org.au 

NATIONAL PRESIDENTS DIARY NOTES 
 

9 August, 1430 hours, Attended a meeting of  presidents of  ex-service organisations in Can-
berra. 
10 August 0900 hours attended a meeting of  the Ex-Service Round Table (ESORT) at DVA 
National Office, Canberra. 
11 August, 0900 hours, attended a defence force briefing for ex-service organisations at 
DVA National office Canberra, including an announcement by the Prime Minister at Parlia-
ment House. 
16 August 1100 hours attended a board meeting of  the Australian Veterans' Children Assis-
tance Trust as V.V.A.A. Delegate.  
17 August,  1600 hours I missed the Hall of  Memories service and Last Post ceremony at 
the Australian War Memorial Canberra as intended to meet with and support the Minister 
for Veterans Affairs when he announced the decision by the Vietnamese government to can-
cel a commemorative service at Long Tan. 
17 August 1800 hours attended a Battle of  Long Tan commemorative reception at Parlia-
ment House Canberra. 
18 August 0530 hours I attended the reading of  the roll of  honour at the Australian War 
Memorial. 
18 August 0700 hours, attended, and laid a wreath at a stand to service at the Australian War 
Memorial. 
18 August 1000 hours  Attended the 50th anniversary  commemoration of  the Battle of  
Long Tan at the Vietnam War Memorial ANZAC Parade Canberra 
18 August, 1700 hours attend Last Post Ceremony at the Australian War Memorial followed 
by a reunion of  Vietnam veterans in Canberra. 
19 August, 1900 hours attend a commemorative dinner with ARVN Veterans in Cabramatta 
NSW 
20 August 1000 hours attend an ARVN  commemorative service for the 50th anniversary of  
the Battle of  Long Tan in Cabramatta NSW. 
20 August  1400 hours attend a NSW Government reception to commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of  the Battle of  Long Tan  
22 to 26 August Attend a training session of  the Advocacy Training and Development Pro-
gram  in my role as a member of  the programs Strategic Governance Board. 
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OUR MILITARY HISTORY– SEPTEMBER 

21 September 1971 Ba le of Nui Le, South Vietnam Soldiers of B Company and D Compa-

ny, 4RAR/NZ, fought an intense ba le against a large enemy force from 33 North Viet-

namese Army Regiment in the north of Phuoc Tuy province. The enemy defended their 

well-constructed bunker systems and then a acked D Company for several hours. Five 

Australians were killed in ac on, and 24 were wounded in this ba le, which was part of 

Opera on Ivanhoe. This was the last ba le fought by Australians in South Vietnam, be-

fore the final withdrawal of the task force in early December 1971.  

Assistance	for	Long	Tan	veterans		
returning	to	Vietnam	on	18	August	2016	

	

The Australian Government will provide travel assistance to Australia’s Long Tan veterans who travel to 
Vietnam to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the ba le on 18 August. 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Dan Tehan said the 50th anniversary of the Ba le of Long Tan was an im-
portant milestone that should be marked accordingly. 

“Some Long Tan veterans have chosen to commemorate the anniversary of the ba le in Australia and 
some veterans have chosen to return to Vietnam,” Mr Tehan said. 

“In line with the assistance provided to Long Tan veterans who wish to a end commemora ons in Aus-
tralia, the Australian Government will provide some financial assistance to Long Tan veterans who wish 
to travel to Long Tan in Vietnam on 18 August. 

“The Australian Government will provide assistance to these veterans to commemorate this important 
anniversary in a way and in a place that is most important to them.” 

A Long Tan veteran and their travelling companion will each be en tled to claim AUD$1500 for travel 
expenses. Any Long Tan veteran seeking details about reimbursement of travel costs can contact the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs by telephone on 133 254 or by emailing commemora-

ons@dva.gov.au. 

The Ba le of Long Tan took place on 18 August 1966. It was one of the fiercest ba les fought by Aus-
tralian soldiers in the Vietnam War, involving 105 Australians and three New Zealanders from D Compa-
ny 6RAR. D Company were greatly assisted by an ammuni on resupply by RAAF helicopters, close fire 
support from New Zealand's 161 Field Ba ery, together with addi onal ar llery support from the Aus-
tralian task force base at Nui Dat, and the arrival of reinforcements in APCs as night fell. 
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Minister	for	Veterans	Affairs	
The	Hon	Dan	Tehan	MP	

 

It is a great honour to be re-appointed Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Minis-
ter Assis ng the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC by the Prime Minis-
ter, the Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP. 

It is also a great honour to be appointed the Minister for Defence Personnel 
and Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for Cyber Security. 

I am humbled by these appointments, but excited to be asked again to serve in 
Prime Minister Turnbull’s Ministry. 

As Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC, 
it is vital that we never forget the service and sacrifice of the men and women who served our country. 

As Minister for Defence Personnel, I look forward to ensuring the men and women of our defence forc-
es have the support they need in fulfilling their role. 

As Minister Assis ng the Prime Minister for Cyber Security, I look forward to working with the Prime 
Minister to implement Australia’s Cyber Security Strategy released by the Government in April. 

I would once again like to thank the people of Wannon as without their support it would not be possi-
ble to serve as a Minister. 

I look forward to con nuing to deliver posi ve outcomes for my electorate and ensuring their views 
are strongly represented in the Australian Parliament. 

I also look forward to suppor ng the Turnbull Government implement its important agenda for this 
term of Parliament 

Dan	Tehan	lives	with	his	wife	Sarah	and	family	on	a	small	farm	on	the	out-
skirts	of	Hamilton	with	their	ever	expanding	family	pets:	two	dogs,	a	cat,	
numerous	chooks	and	ponies	for	the	children.	
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SHADOW MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

THE HON AMANDA RISHWORTH MP  

SHADOW MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ AFFAIRS AND DEFENCE PERSONNEL 

I am honoured to be appointed by the Leader of the Opposi on to serve as 

the Shadow Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Defence Personnel. 

As someone with a family member that has recently become a veteran a er 

serving in the Australian Air Force I understand how important this por olio 

is. Our veterans and their families deserve our respect for their service as 

well as world class care and support. Likewise those who currently work in 

defence need to be equipped and supported to carry out their cri cal work 

in protec ng our country. 

We know in the 2014 budget the Government proposed to cut veterans’ 

pensions, a move Labor strongly opposed. I want to recognise the vital role the previous Shadow Min-

ister David Feeney played in leading the fight against these harsh cuts. 

Together with my colleagues Richard Marles, Warren Snowdon, Gai Brodtmann and Mike Kelly in the 

Defence Shadow Ministry team I look forward to advoca ng for the support our veterans and defence 

personnel deserve. 

Over the last two years it has been a privilege to serve as the Shadow Assistant Minister for Educa on 

and Higher Educa on. I would like to thank Kate Ellis and Kim Carr, whom I was privileged enough to 

work with over this period. 

In the area of educa on, as a result of the hard work of the Shorten Opposi on, Labor successfully 

blocked Mr Abbo ’s and Mr Turnbull’s plan for $100,000 university degrees, has fought for a needs-

based, fair and coherent school funding model, and held the Coali on to account for their $30 billion 

in cuts to schools and classrooms. 

I look forward to applying the same passion and energy to my new role as Shadow Minister for Veter-

ans' Affairs and Defence Personnel. 

Amanda was educated at state schools in Adelaide and studied Psychology at Flinders 
University where she was President of the student union. She also holds a Masters in 
Psychology from Adelaide University. 

During her studies, Amanda worked as a sales assistant and developed a strong interest 
in fairness at work.  

While at university Amanda also worked in the trade union movement both as a union 
representative and as an occupational health and safety trainer.  

After graduating, she practiced as a psychologist working with GPs in the delivery of men-
tal health care 
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2016 

Australian War Memorial Pre Dawn 18 August 2016 

Stone of Remembrance Canberra  

Wreaths at Australian  
Vietnam Forces Na onal Memorial 

Last Post Ceremony  
Australian War Memorial  

18 August 2016 

Australian  
Vietnam Forces Na onal Memorial 

Canberra ACT 

View down ANZAC Parade 
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2016 

Campbelltown NSW 

Burpengarry Qld 

Vietnamese  community  

commemora ve service  

Cabrama a NSW 

20 August 2016 
Vietnamese community Memorial  

Cabrama a NSW 

Bathurst NSW 

We Held our Vietnam Veterans Day Pa-

rade and Service yesterday, followed by 

the opening of the new canteen and 

mee ng room.  

A er the Service 70 people a ended 

lunch at the Bathurst  R S L Club. 

The photo is of John Murphy, President, 

Andrew Gee, Federal M P , Paul Tool, 

State MP and Sec/Treas, Tony Walker. 

Tony Walker  Sec/Treas 

Bathurst & District 

Vietnam Veterans Associa on Inc 

P O Box 153 Portland  NSW  2847 

0427541852 
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2016 

Students	honour	Australian	Vietnam	veterans	
The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Dan Tehan, today congratulated the winners of the Honouring Aus-
tralian Vietnam Veterans secondary schools’ compe on. 

Mr Tehan said the compe on encouraged students in years 9 to 11 to inves gate the contribu on 
of Australians who served in the Vietnam War and reflect on the importance of commemora ng their 
service and sacrifice. 

Mr Tehan said the compe on aimed at improving the educa on and awareness in younger Australi-
ans about our military history, specifically the Vietnam War. 

“Entries were received from across Australia, with the winners submi ng a variety of projects includ-
ing essays, poems, websites, artworks and other mul media,” Mr Tehan said. 

“The entries reflected different aspects of the Vietnam War, including veterans’ stories, Indigenous 
service, family heritage, nursing, as well as the role of dogs and the rela onship with their handlers.” 

“Some 60,000 servicemen and women were deployed overseas during the Vietnam War, and the stu-
dents who entered this compe on have learned about the bravery, resourcefulness and determina-

on of our Vietnam veterans, as well as the difficul es many endured when they returned from ser-
vice.” 

The winners visited cultural ins tu ons and a ended the na onal commemora ve service marking 
Vietnam Veterans Day and the 50th Anniversary of the Ba le of Long Tan as part of a three-day visit 
to Canberra. 

This outrageous e-mail came from a Kiwi friend. I am in the process of trying to 
think up a reply, but the Kiwi e-mail is so clever. May be best to ignore it. 
 

We keep up with Australian sports news over here!  

BREAKING NEWS: The Wallabies rugby prac ce was delayed nearly two hours today 
a er a player reported finding an unknown white powdery substance on the prac ce 
field.   

Coach Michael Cheika immediately suspended prac ce while police were called to in‐
ves gate.  

A er a complete analysis, experts determined that the white substance unknown to 
players was the Try Line.   

 

Prac ce resumed a er special agents decided the team was unlikely  to encounter the 
substance again. 
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY BRISBANE 2016 
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USAF B52 Bomber 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY CANBERRA 2016 FLYOVER 

Caribou 

HUEY DC 3 

2 X USAF B52 Bombers 

GUNNERS SALUTE 

Assorted aircra  
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From: sylvia raye  
Sent: 25 August 2016 18:42 
To: carol ward 
Subject: Vietnam Vets Day. 
  
Hi Carol, 
  
Just wanted to write to say what a great job you did on the 18th.  I thought it was the best one 
ever.  I am a member of Ashfield Sub Branch and the President wanted to send these photos 
out to the members.  I wrote this so everyone would know who was who. 
Kind regards 
Sylvia  
  
Today I attended a very moving and emotional service at the Cenotaph in Martin Place, Syd-
ney. Vietnam Veterans Day and the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan. I was very 
honoured to be an invited guest with fellow Vietnam entertainers. Lorrae Desmond OBE, 
Lynne Fletcher, Dinah Lee and Jacqui De Paul. We laid a wreath on behalf of the entertainers 
who entertained our boys during the Vietnam War. Normie Rowe sang with the Army Band, it 
was wonderful. We were seated with the Governor of NSW His Excellency General The Hon-
ourable David Hurley and The Premier of NSW the Hon. Mike Baird. May we always remember 
those 521 who lost their lives. May they RIP 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY SYDNEY 2016  
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If you would prefer to have this publica on emailed directly to you please forward 

your email address to the Na onal Secretary at secretary@vvaa.org.au. 

Don’t forget to advise him if the address changes. 

 

4 RAR D Company 1st Tour  

South Vietnam 68/69  

Reunion – Ulverstone, Tasmania  

23-28 April 2017 

 We are proposing to have a reunion in Ulverstone, North West Tasmania over  

ANZAC Day week in 2017.   

Expressions of interest please contact Margie King on 0407 243 357 or  

margieking52@hotmail.com (for Rob Peebles). 

NOTICES 

    I am a Vietnam veteran author and planning 
to republish my book NASHO (first published in 
the 1980s) in 2017. The book was about Na on-
al Service and the Vietnam War and I am seek-
ing some new photographs taken  during the 
war to include in the book. Not photos of peo-
ple standing around looking at the camera, but 
shots which might surprise, preferably previous-
ly unpublished. All photos will be acknowledged 
in the publica on and those not used, will be 
returned or sent to the War Memorial. Send 
them (with brief details) to;  

michaelfrazer@bigpond.com or via snail mail to 
Michael Frazer, PO Box 377, Brighton, Victoria, 
3186. 
 
thanks 
Michael Frazer 
Melbourne 
July 7, 2016.  

ROLLING THUNDER –VIETNAM 
THE dynamic Australian concert drama Rolling 
Thunder Vietnam returns for an exclusive na-

onal tour in July-August 2016 to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of the Ba le of Long 
Tan.  
Conscrip on, combat, protest and homecom-
ing, Rolling Thunder Vietnam combines person-
al stories of young Vietnam War soldiers with 
hit songs of the era. 
This powerful theatrical show draws audiences 
inside the lives of men on the ba lefront and 
their loved ones at home.  
Under the musical direc on of Chong Lim (the 
John Farnham Band), Rolling Thunder Vietnam 
is a soul-s rring show directed by David 
Berthold and wri en by Bryce Halle .  
The Vietnam War was the world’s first televised 
war and the produc on includes stunning news 
footage and mind-blowing images from the ’60s 
and ’70s. 
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.  

Key 2016–17 Budget initiatives 

In the 2016–17 Budget, the Government continues to support the men and women who serve 
or have served in defence of our nation and to commemorate their service and sacrifice. In 
particular, this year, the Government’s focus is on continuing to ensure the mental health 
needs of current and former serving members of the Australian Defence Force (ADF) are met, 
as well as improving capability to provide client-focused support and services now and into 
the future. 

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) has been provided $11.7 billion to support around 
298,000 DVA clients, including veterans and dependants. The funding comprises: $6.4 billion 
for income support and compensation; $5.2 billion for health services for veterans and their 
families; and $93.6 million ($0.1 billion) for commemorative activities. 

 Division of Department of Veterans’ Affairs 2016 – 17 budget 

Maintaining the health of veterans and their families  

Mental health treatment for current and former permanent members of the Australian Defence 
Force (ADF) – improved access. DVA pays for the treatment of certain mental health condi-
tions whatever the cause – also known as “non-liability health care”. Under this measure, the 
Government will provide $37.9 million for DVA to extend and streamline eligibility for these 
arrangements to all current and former permanent members of the ADF. Conditions covered 
are post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, depression, and alcohol and substance use disor-
ders. 

The expansion involves $46.4 million for DVA, offset by $8.5 million by the Department of 
Health. Eligible individuals will be provided a DVA White Health Card, which provides addi-
tional benefits, including access to counselling from the Veterans and Veterans Families 
Counselling Service.  

Veteran suicide awareness and prevention programs – continuation of Operation Life. The 
Government will invest $1 million to continue suicide prevention efforts in the ex-service com-
munity, including extending the Operation Life suicide awareness and prevention workshops. 
The measure also includes funding to pilot an alternative suicide prevention product to sup-
port a more targeted approach to suicide prevention in Australia’s veteran community. 

Support services for the children of veterans. Funding of $2.1 million over two years for the 
Australian Kookaburra Kids Foundation to develop and evaluate a pilot program for the chil-
dren of current and former serving members of the ADF affected by mental illness. The spe-
cific program for children of current and former serving members of the ADF would replicate 
the program already being delivered in New South Wales by Kookaburra Kids, with enhance-
ments where necessary to support the unique needs of the Defence and ex-serving commu-
nities. 

New veteran public hospital pricing agreements. DVA will adopt the National Efficient Price 
for the payment of veterans’ services in public hospitals under the arrangements with state 
and territory governments for public hospitals. This price is calculated by the Independent 
Hospital Pricing Authority. There is no change in veteran access to hospital services and 
spending on veteran hospital services remains demand driven. 
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DVA BUDGET INITIATIVES CONTINUED 

Delivering veteran-centric services  

Business case for veteran-centric reform. The Government is providing $24.8 million to develop 
a business case for transforming DVA's business operations and technology systems to be cli-
ent focused, responsive and connected. DVA will receive funding of $18.7 million and will work 
with the veteran community and the Department of Human Services (DHS) to develop the busi-
ness case. DHS will receive $6.1 million specifically to design the modern information, commu-
nication and technology solution that will underpin the business case and integrate with their 
new whole of government payment system solution. This new payment system will modernise 
DHS’s welfare platforms, creating a national infrastructure asset for cost-effective payment ad-
ministration across government. In planning its own transformation of business processes, DVA 
will seek to maximise the use of the new DHS infrastructure. 

Improving processing systems. The Government is investing $23.9 million over two years to un-
dertake urgent technical work to ensure critical compensation and rehabilitation processing sys-
tems operate effectively while the broader, detailed business case for the transformation pro-
gram is developed.  

Veterans’ Review Board (VRB) – alternative dispute resolution and case management system. 
Funding of $2.7 million has been allocated for the national rollout of an alternative dispute reso-
lution (ADR) model. The measure will allow for a new VRB case management system that will 
streamline processes and reduce backlogs. Veterans will be able to lodge and manage appeals 
and monitor progress electronically in real-time.  

Establishing a single appeal path under the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 
(MRCA). This $0.3 million measure expands on the 2015–16 Budget measure to introduce a 
single appeal path under the MRCA by allowing the award of costs at the Administrative Ap-
peals Tribunal (AAT) for successful MRCA appeals through the VRB. Note, there will be some 
exclusions, which will be applied at the discretion of the AAT. 

Maintaining entitlements  

Reversal of decision to remove backdating of veterans’ Disability Pension claims. This 2014–15 
Budget measure would have removed the three month backdating provision applicable to Disa-
bility Pension claims under the Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986. By not proceeding with this 
measure, Disability Pension claims will continue to be backdated up to three months prior to the 
date of claim. 

Incapacity Payments – improved support for veterans 

 Increase in incapacity cut-off age to align with Age Pension eligibility. From 1 July 2017, 
the age pension age will increase to 65.5 years and by a further six months every two 
years until reaching 67 in July 2023. This $5.5 million measure will allow entitled veterans 
to receive incapacity payments up until the day they become eligible for the age pension. 

 Interim incapacity payments at 100% of normal earnings. This $0.2 million measure will 
allow the payment of interim incapacity payments to former ADF members immediately 
upon discharge. Payments will be at a level that matches their ADF regular salary, while 
the Commonwealth Superannuation Corporation (CSC) finalises their superannuation en-
titlement.  
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DVA BUDGET INITIATIVES CONTINUED 

 Currently, interim incapacity payments can only be equivalent to the National Minimum 
Wage. As a result of this Budget measure, members will receive their pre-discharge sala-
ry. Once CSC provides its superannuation assessment, DVA will make an adjustment to 
the member’s incapacity payments for any arrears payments. 

Commemorating service and sacrifice  

Refurbishment of war graves and memorials – honouring our war dead. The Government is 
providing $7.5 million to undertake important renovations of commemorative memorials around 
the world. This includes refurbishing and rebuilding graves and plaques in Australia and Papua 
New Guinea that have deteriorated; undertaking essential safety and maintenance work at the 
Hellfire Pass Memorial Museum in Thailand to accommodate the significant number of visitors 
who visit this commemorative site; and commissioning a scoping study for major refurbishment 
of the Australian War Memorial in London, which is becoming increasingly difficult and expen-
sive to maintain.  

Spirit of Anzac Centenary Experience travelling exhibition – continued funding. $10 million will 
be provided to continue the Spirit of Anzac Centenary Experience travelling exhibition, ensuring 
it is delivered to 23 metropolitan and regional locations throughout the remainder of 2016 and 
into 2017. The exhibition aims to improve the understanding of Australia’s wartime experience, 
its impacts, its lessons, and to carry forward the Anzac spirit and values. 

 

Other initiatives affecting DVA clients 

 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) Savings Fund. This measure will see the Energy 
Supplement abolished from 20 September 2016. Existing recipients will continue to receive the 
Energy Supplement while they continue to receive an Energy Supplement underlying payment. 
Savings from the closing of the Energy Supplement will be deposited into the NDIS Savings 
Fund Special Account. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

The Department of Health has made changes to the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS), Phar-
maceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) and aged care arrangements that affect DVA clients.  

MBS new and amended listings. This measure consolidates and amends MBS items for certain 
procedures, for a net saving of more than $3.7 million over the forward estimates. 

MBS – Healthier Medicare removing obsolete services from the MBS. This is part of the ongo-
ing MBS Review. The particular Medicare items that have been removed no longer have a clini-
cal purpose in contemporary practice, with a saving of $0.17 million over the estimates period. 

MBS – pause indexation. This measure extends the indexation freeze of Medicare fees for a 
further two years, from 1 July 2018 to 1 July 2020. This will have an impact on DVA-funded 
medical and optometry services for an additional saving of $27.6 million over the forward esti-
mates. It does not relate to DVA’s dental and allied health items, as the freeze on indexation for 
these items remains until 30 June 2018. 



DEBRIEF                                                                                                                                                             September 2016 

                                           17 

DVA BUDGET INITIATIVES CONTINUED 

MBS – listing of photography with non-mydriatic retinal cameras. This procedure is a non-
invasive technique for imaging the retina and optic disc without having to dilate the pupil. The 
service would be used exclusively in primary care settings for the detection of diabetic retinopa-
thy among patients with diabetes. This service is for patients who would not regularly attend an 
optometrist or ophthalmologist for a comprehensive eye examination, often due to remoteness. 
It will provide for a test once every two years for non-Indigenous patients and once every year 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients. 

MBS – Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) of the Breast. This measure extends access to MRI 
to improve local staging and/or early treatment monitoring and planning in the treatment of rare 
breast cancers. This represents a modest cost over the forward estimates. 

PBS – new and amended listings. New and amended listings of medicines on the PBS, and 
subsequently available under the RPBS, include items for the treatment of non-Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma and melanoma; expanding available treatment for persons with severe asthma; and ad-
ditional medicines for the treatment of type 2 diabetes. This represents an additional expendi-
ture of $0.2 million over the forward estimates. 

Aged care provider funding improving the targeting of the Viability Supplement for regional aged 
care facilities. DVA will receive an increase of $4.6 million for this measure, which will improve 
funding for aged care services in rural and remote areas by using the most recent Census data 
to determine if providers are in regional, rural and remote areas, rather than the outdated classi-
fication system based on 1990s’ data. It will also increase the viability supplement rate paid to 
most remote mainstream residential services and some special needs services. The geograph-
ical remoteness classification system will be updated, replaced by the Modified Monash Model 
developed by the Department of Health and currently used in GP rural incentives and workforce 
shortages programs.  

Aged care provider funding further revisions of the Aged Care Funding Instrument (ACFI). The 
ACFI is used to determine a care recipient’s needs, and the level of government subsidy and 
supplements paid to residential care providers for that person’s care. This measure will improve 
the ACFI so that funding outcomes better align with contemporary care practices. Changes will 
be made to the funding levels for certain areas of the Complex Health Care (CHC) domain of 
ACFI where funding growth has exceeded expectations. The Government has increased fund-
ing estimates for residential aged care by $3.8 billion over five years in light of higher than antici-
pated growth in funding claims. The measure will help protect the integrity of the residential 
aged care sector and the thousands of providers delivering high quality care to older Australians 
every day. Aged care residents will continue to get the care they need, with the highest levels of 
funding directed to those residents with the highest needs. 

More information 

For more information about DVA Budget initiatives, visit www.dva.gov.au. 

For more information about the 2016–17 Budget, visit www.budget.gov.au. 

May 2016 
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Joint	media	release	‐11	August	2016	

Government	supports	veterans	and	ADF	personnel	
The Turnbull Government will increase support for veterans and ADF members, including an employ-
ment ini a ve to support people moving from military service to civilian life. 

We recognise that the transi on from the services into civilian life can be challenging for some mem-
bers, and we are commi ed to providing the required support to re-enter the workforce. The Prime 
Minister will host the first Prime Minister’s Veterans’ Employment Ini a ve in November – bringing 
together business leaders and veterans to find ways to be er use the valuable skills and leadership of 
former service personnel into our modern economy. 

We will ensure ADF members and veterans who face mental health challenges, either during service or 
once they have le  the ADF, can access the mental health services they require. 

Today we announce a review of suicide and self-harm preven on services available to veterans and 
ADF members. The Na onal Mental Health Commission in conjunc on with clinical experts and a refer-
ence group comprised of current and former members of Defence, will analyse the effec veness of ex-
is ng suicide and self-harm preven on services. 

One suicide is one too many, and as a society we must address mental health issues together to find 
solu ons. The Government has already announced an addi onal $192 million to tackle the mental 
health challenges across our community. 

In preparing the Government’s response to the Senate Inquiry into the Mental Health of Australian De-
fence Force Members and Veterans, it became clear that this was a complex issue that required a fo-
rensic examina on of how we tackle suicide and self-harm. 

The review of services for veterans and Defence personnel announced today will build on this work by 
providing an independent analysis of the services provided. 

The Government is announcing that in North Queensland - home to a large veteran community - the 
first Suicide Preven on Trial Site will be established. This will occur through the North Queensland Pri-
mary Health Network. As part of its work, the trial will focus on veterans’ mental health. 

This will be one of 12 innova ve, front-line trials in our fight against suicide which will improve under-
standing of the challenges and work to develop best-prac ce services which we can be applied na on-
wide. 

All of these sites will incorporate a focus on veterans and Defence personnel. 

The review will provide an interim report in December and a full report in February next year. 

The Government is funding the na onal rollout of an alterna ve dispute resolu on and case manage-
ment system that significantly cuts the me taken to process claims. 

The Government has a responsibility to the men and women who defend our liber es. The Govern-
ment is commi ed to ac on on veteran and ADF suicide and is working with the wider veteran com-
munity to achieve this.          

Con nued on page 14 
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VETERAN FRIENDLY RETREATS 

Future lis ng of these facili es should be available on the various VVAA State branch web sites and 

these can be accessed through the web site www.vvaa.org.au 

YOUR ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN DEBRIEF 

States and sub branches are encouraged to contribute reports on their activities, par-
ticularly an opportunity to let others know what, and how, you commemorated the 
50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan.  

Email text in Word or photos in JPG to the editor at www.debrief@vvaa.org.au  

Con nued from page 13. 

It will consider: 

 The range of services available to current and former serving members and their families 

 The effec veness of these services in suppor ng members and their families while they serve, as 
they transi on from Defence to civilian life, and later in their civilian life 

 Any duplica on or gaps in current services and how they might be addressed 

 Any barriers to current and former serving members accessing services, taking into account cultur-
al relevance, availability of providers, employment, func onal capacity and degree of ill health 

 The extent to which former serving members u lise services provided by other parts of govern-
ment, ex-service organisa ons, the private sector or non-government organisa ons 

 Whether there is balance in the way in which the military experience is understood by and com-
municated to the Australian community, recognising the impacts that it can have on the mental 
health of those who have served but also the posi ve benefits that are derived from the military 
experience 

 The repor ng of and incidence of suicide amongst serving and former serving ADF members com-
pared to the broader Australian community. 

This review in conjunc on with our $6 million investment in the Phoenix Australia Centenary Ins tute 
will improve our understanding of mental health challenges and lead to be er treatment for our vet-
erans and the wider community. 

Our investments complement the $46.4 million for veterans and Defence personnel to access free 
mental health treatment announced in this year’s budget. 

The Government’s response to the Senate Inquiry on the Mental Health of ADF Members and Veter-
ans will be tabled when Parliament resumes. 
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HONOURS	AND	AWARDS	

Military	awards	for	Long	Tan	veterans	
Minister for Defence Personnel Dan Tehan will recommend 10 soldiers who fought in the Ba le of Long 
Tan be awarded a military honour or have their exis ng honour upgraded. 

Mr Tehan today said he would write to the Prime Minister and the Governor-General seeking approval 
to accept each recommenda on from the independent Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal 
review into the ac ons of 13 individual soldiers during the ba le. 

The Ba le of Long Tan took place on 18 August 1966. It was the most costly single ba le fought by Aus-
tralian soldiers in the Vietnam War, involving 105 Australians and three New Zealanders from D Com-
pany 6RAR and more than 2,000 enemy troops. A total of 17 Australians were killed in ac on and 25 
were wounded, one of whom later died from his wounds. 

D Company were greatly assisted by an ammuni on resupply by RAAF helicopters, close fire support 
from New Zealand's 161 Field Ba ery, together with addi onal ar llery support from the Australian 
task force base at Nui Dat and the arrival of reinforcements in APCs as night fell. 

The Tribunal recommended Medals of Gallantry for Lieutenant Adrian Roberts, Sergeant Frank Alcorta 
and Lance Corporal Barry Magnussen (deceased) and Commenda ons for Gallantry for Second Lieuten-
ant Gordon Sharp (deceased), and Privates Neil Bextrum, Ron Bre  (deceased), Ian Campbell, William 
Roche, Geoffrey Peters and Noel Grimes. 

The Tribunal did not recommend a Victoria Cross for the late Warrant Officer Class 2 Jack Kirby 
(deceased). 

The Tribunal found the Dis nguished Conduct Medal awarded to WO2 Kirby in 1966 was, “the appro-
priate award to recognise [his] dis nguished conduct and leadership in the field during the Ba le.” 

For Corporal William Moore (deceased) and Private Allen May, the Tribunal recommended the Chief of 
Army’s original decision to not award an honour be affirmed. 

Mr Tehan paid tribute to Lieutenant Colonel Harry Smith (Retd) who was commanding officer of D 
Company 6RAR on the day and who made the applica on for the review in 2015. 

“The independent Tribunal was tasked with inves ga ng the ac ons of 13 Australians during the Ba le 
of Long Tan and to make a recommenda on about awarding military honours,” Mr Tehan said. 

“I thank the Tribunal members for their thorough research and considered recommenda ons, award-
ing military honours is not something that is done lightly. 

“It will be a great honour to write to the Governor-General and ask him to endorse the Tribunal’s rec-
ommenda ons in full. 

“The gallant ac ons of those who fought in the Ba le of Long Tan are among the stories of the 60,000 
Australians whose service and sacrifice we will commemorate this year on Vietnam Veterans’ Day, 
which is also the 50th anniversary of the Ba le of Long Tan.” 

The Tribunal’s full decision will be published online at h ps://defence-honours-tribunal.gov.au 
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     Actual size…80 mm high by 50 mm  

VIETNAM VETERANS FAMILY MEDALLION 

“MY DOG NUI DAT” 

Wri en by Peter Simpson 

Sung by Dale Duncan on his album 

BACK TO THE BUSH 

To order contact Peter Izod 

0418 245 058 

Peterizod.ammo6@bigpond.com 

Mothers, wives, partners, sons and daughters and grandchil-

dren are able to apply for the Vietnam Veterans Family Me-

dallion. To do so simply go to – www.vvfm.com.au  and be 
sure to complete and post the order form. 

This is a “recognition project” similar to that incepted by the 
Australian Government during W W 1 when they introduced 
the female relatives badge to recognise mothers or the nearest 
living female relative who had a serviceman fighting during 
W W 1. 

This badge continued to be issued up until the end of W W 2, 
but there has been no similar recognition medallion issued to 
close relatives, as above, for their Vietnam veteran, fighting 
during the Vietnam War. 

Please go to    www.vvfm.com.au   which contains details of 
this tradition dating back to 1914, history, photographs, cost 
and application procedure.  

AUSTRALIAN VETERANS’ CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST  

MANAGING THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

LONG TAN BURSARIES FOR CHILDREN OF VIETNAM VETERANS 

APPLICATIONS OPEN 18 AUGUST 2016  CLOSE 31 OCTOBER 2016 

MORE INFORMATION Web Site: www.avcat.org.au  Email: avcat@dva.gov.au Telephone: 02 9213 7999 


